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PREFACE. 



IN the fcrvice of the church of Eng- 
land tliere is gneat ufe made of tht 
pfalms> I'hey are read in every day^s 
lervicc, both at morning and evening 
prayer, and are conftantly fting in pi^blic 
worfla'rp. It is much to be wilhed they 
were better iinderftood^.tiiat-the- .dtfyhf; • 
reading and finglng of tfientmlghV be "tint: 
means of grace, Ve!*y fV.ty,-it.is to-be 
feared, receive the prcrfit^ jrcini,- thcm^ 
whicii as an ordinance of Q<y}, f-^y^^^Xt 
intended to adminifter. : llKivi longfceft 
the defign of them greatly miftaken, and 
hav« long lamented the contempt put 
upon them. At laft 1 have bt*en per- 
fuaded to try to make the fubje(5l of thefe 
divine hymns plain and clear, and to re- 
ftorc the finging of them in the congre- 
gation to their primitive ufefulnefs. This 
is my prefent attempt. Succefs in it de- 
pends on help from God. He revealed 
the book of pfahns, and Vie a\oiNfc ^^tv 



make the finging of them profitable. I 
hope he wilL May he accompany my 
well-meant performance with his pFcfence, 
and profper it with his grace. If it 
bring any honor to his holy name and 
word, thanks be to him. If any body 
reads it, and is ftirred up to fing more 
and better, if our public finging of 
pfalms be reformed, and become in the 
leaft like the great concert of faints and 
angels, this will be altogether his doing ; 
may he have all his. praife. I deferrc 
none, beiog. only in his church and fer- 
vice what he is pleafed to make n>e. 
Through his grace I wifii to live to his 
\ ; glory,, and f o. b? .wfeful in my day to his 
'l^v r^^^^^d'i^reijbj:'; Help me, reader, to 
^Kalt.hlm.jojiiif arid death. May it be 
thy..^aj4^Jnefsbj do the fame: for which 
4Jio«i hj^ft'ihc: hearty prayer of thy fervant 
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M£N AND BRETHREN, 

WE aic the creatures of God, depen- 
dent on him for being and for well 
being. ' He gives us all our laculties both 
of mind and body, and he requires us to 
ufe them in his fervice and to his glory. 
This is our bounden duty. It is the pecu* 
liar dignity of man, who never z&s more 
nobly, than when he employs the powers 
beftowcd upon him to the praife of the 
giver. None of them ihould be ufelefsy 
but each fhould be exerted, whenever an 
opportunity offers of glorifying God% 
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In the common adtions of life this 
may, and fhould be done : The rule is. 

Whether ye eat ordnnk,orwHATsofiV£ii 

ye do, do all to the glory of God," but 
it is far more needful in fpiritual matters, 
which have an immedifjite relation to God 
and his worlhip. Thefe he has appointed 
to he the means of (hewing forth his praife. 
Among them finging of pfatois is not. the 
leaft. It is frequently commanded, and 
with a promife — faithful is he who hath 
jjromifed — he will rehder the means ef- 
feftual to anfwer the end. When believers 
employ the faculties of foul and body in 
finging af hi& goodnefs and greatneis, he 
does accept the fervice, and teftifies his 
acceptance. He does indeed communicate 
to them by his Spirit joy and peace, and 
he renders finging to thei hafrd with melo- 
dy in the heart the means of increafing t&e 
melody and joy. 

But where b fuch finging? in what) 
church ? among what people ? There are 
fome. May tbeic number increafe* It is 
worth while to try to increafc them, eP 
ptcially as tiiis ordinance is fo much neg«> 
le£ked. The holy aiFedions, which ihould 
be (tiered up by fo heavenly an exercift, 
gre generally daimped by it. When it is 
performed with coklnefs and indifference^ 
how can it produce fenfations fuitable to 
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foch exalted means of ^race ? Or when 
contempt is put upon it, how can it convey 
any of the promifed bleflings i 

Many things have contributed to the 
prefent neglefb and abufe of this ordinance, 
and I have been led to the following re- 
fieflions in order to try to bring it again 
into repute. Happy indeed fliall I think 
myfelfi if the Lord fhould be pleafed to 
make ufc of them, as any way conducive 
to the fmging of his praifes with the un- 
d(srftanding. I (hall pray ^tid labor for it : 
Miy he give his abundant blcfling. 

One of the firft and greateft caufes of 
.neglecting the finging of pfalms feems t^ 
have arifen from not attending to 



C H A P. 1. 

Tl^ fubjeSl of the book of Pfalms. 

'ipHE teftimony of Jefus is the fpirit 
-*• of prophecy: For to him give all th^ 
prophets witncfs. With one voice they 
fpeak of his wonderful perfon, of his di- 
vine undertakings, and of his complete 
and eternal falvation. It is the ipirit of 
their writings to reveal and to teach the 
good knowlege of the Lord. Whoever 
underllands them perfedlly will find the 

A 4 ^XO^^tyRX^ 
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prophets treating of the coming of Irrv- 
marnuel in the fleih as clearly as the evan- 
gclifts. When this moft blefled event 
was to be accomplilhcd in the fulnefs of 
time, a new tellament witnefs, filled 
with the holy Ghoft, prophecied, faying, 
" Blcffcd be the Lord God of Ifrael, for 
he hath according to his promife vifited 
and redeemed his people, and hath 
raifed up an horn of falvation for us in 
^' the houfe of his fervant David, as he 
** fpake by the mouth of his holy pro- 
** phets, which have' been fince the world 
^' began." The Lord never left himfelf 
without witnefs. Ever fince the world 
began he had prophets,, who foretold 
what Clirift was to be and to do, who 
teftified beforehand of the fufFcrings of 
Chrift, and the glory that fhpuld follow. 
This is the fubjedt of the book of 
pfalms; It treats ot Chrift, and contains 
the praifes of the Father's love, and of 
the Spirit's grace, as they were manifefted 
in the perfon and work of Jefus Chrift. 
The falvation of finners through him is, 
the greateft difplay of t;he covenant mer- 
cies of the eternal Three •, therefore the 
pfalms celebrate his wonderful perfon, 
and his divine undertakings — they de- 
fcribe his obedience and fufFerings — his 
confiifb with> and vidories over all his. 

enemies 
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enemies — his refurreftion and afcenfion— 
his fitting upon the throne, the great 
King of all worlds, vifible and invifible— 
his gathering together and perfecting the 
number of his eledt — his coming at the 
lafl: day to judge meii and angels— <-and 
the jglory which he will bellow upon his 
redeemed, when they fhall be with him and 
like him, kings and pric^fts unto God and his 
Father, and fhall reign with him for ever. 
What fubjeft can be more noble in 
itfelf than this? Here are the greateft 
tranfactions of the greatcft perfonages, 
that poffibly can be — the ever blcfled 
Trinity purpoling and covenanting to 
bring many fons unto glory— difplaying 
their wifdom, and love, and power in an 
infinite degree, through the incarnation, 
obedience, and fufFerings of the God- 
man, Jehovah Jefas, and through the 
efFeftual grace of the holy Spirit, calling 
and bringing the eleA to experience the 
Father's love to them by faith in the Son's 
perfect falvation, and then guidmg them 
fafe byJiis council and might unto the 
glory provided for them. This wonder- 
ful theme is treated of in the book of 
pfalms in a manner fuitable to its dignity 
r— it is not only fpoken of, but alio cele- 
brated — not merely defcribed^ but alio 
praifed. The language therefore is 
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exalted. The ientiments are fiiblime. 
The poetry is divine. And no wonder : 
the author id equal to the fubied. He 
is capable of extolling the meraes of that 
covenant) which reach from eternity to 
eternity, and of extolling them according 
to their true greatnefs. The pfalnH are 
the compofition of the all-wife SjMrit : for 
the holy Ghoft fpake by the mputh of 
David, and of the other infpired penmen. 
He guided both their hearts and their 
tiand^. The fentiments and the words 
are hi«: for the prophecy came not inr 
eld time t)y. the will of man, but holy 
men oi God fpake^ as they were moved 
by the Holy Ghoft — they fpake as he 
Hioved them — they indited' the pfalmf 
under his infpiration. The praifes therein 
given of the perfon and work of the ever 
bleiTed Immanuel are not human, but 
truly divine. What may not be expcfted 
from fuch an author? Who is by eflfen- 
tial union one in the Godhead with the 
Father and the Son, and who is by hia 
office to teftify of Jefus and to glorify 
Jefus. If the pfalms be read under his 
influence, they will be found equal to the 
fiibjedl:, m every view fisited t^ exak the 
incarnate God, and if they be fung with 
grace ijt the heart, thef v^ill inereafc the 
laith and hope of. every devout wor^npper; 

There 
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There are fcveral Pfdms which are ap- 
plicable to none but Jefiis Chrift, and 
many cxprefliohs which could not be truly 
fpoken by any one, but by him wlio was 
God and man in one Chrifl. Many will 
receive new luftre aTid emphafis, when 
viewed in the fame light. The proper 
pfalms, which are appointed to be read 
oft the feftivals, do certainly treat of the 
birth, death, refurreftion, and afcenfion 
of the Lord Chrift, and of the coming of 
the holy Spirit on the day of pcntecoft, 
in confequence of Chrift*s afcex^n : for» 
fays he, " If 1 go not away the comforter 
" will not come unto you •, but if I go 
" away, I will fend him unto you." Our 
reformers certainly underftood thofe pro- 
per pfalms to be defcriptive of Chrift, and 
took them in the fame fenfe our Lord and 
his apoftles did ; who liave quoted the 
book of pfalms eighty-two times. Their 
manner of quotuig it demonftrates, that 
they took it for granted it was written 
concerning Chrift. Indeed many paflages 
cannot be applied to arty one, bur to him : 
for inftance— he appeals to God to -be 
tried according to his innocence — to be 
rewarded according to his righteoufncfs — '- 
he defires to be judged acc-jrding to the 
deannefs of his heart and hands — could 
any one of us fay, ** Search me to tJ\c 
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" bottom, O God, and know my heart ; 
** try me and know my thoughts, and fee 
** if there be any way of wickednefs in 
«* me.'* All have finned. All we like 
iheep have gone aftray, and if we were to 
be tried according to the holy law by a 
heart-fearching God, every mouth would 
be flopped, and all the world would be- 
come guilty before him. O^what would 
become of the bell of us, if God was to 
judge us as we are. The cxixth Pfalm is 
a defcription of the love of Chrift to the 
law, his ftudy in it, and his perfeft ob- 
fervancettf it. O what love have 1 unto 
thy law — with my whole heart have 1 fought 
thee — -I have not departed from thy judg- 
ments — " I have fworn" (with the path of 
the covenant) " and I will perform it, that 
" I will keep thy righteous judgments.** 
Are not.thefe the peculiar defcriptions of 
the work of the God-man, in which he 
was alone, and of the people there was 
none with him — any more than there was 
in the offering for fin, when he trod the 
wine-prefs alone, and of the people there 
was none with him, of which the xlth 
pfalm treats — any more than there was in 
bringing in everlalling righteoufnefs, for 
which the church praifes him in feveral 
pfalms, particularly in Ixxi, and will tri- 
umph in his^righteovifnefs, and in his only 

for 
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for evermore. The glory is his. No 
oQTering, no righteoulnefs, but his, can 
fave: the praifes therefore of the great 
falvation or our God, which run through 
the book of pfalms, are the peculiar pre- 
rogatives of the king of faints. They are 
his crown and diadem. The honors arc 
folely his, and he will wear them with 
unrivalled fame. His name is King of 
Kings and Lord of Lords^ and the armies 
of heaven follow him with one mind and 
one heart, afcribing unto hip honor and 
glory and bleffing and praifc for ever and 
ever. Amen. 

But although the work was altogether 
his from firft to laft, none being capable 
of any part, but he who is> God as well 
as man, yet eternal bleflings. on him, he 
did it for us and fof our falvation. His 
people have an intereft in what he is — 
God in our nature — they have iheir jQiai'e 
in what he did and fufiered for them, and 
they have an unfpeakable benefit in what 
he is now doing for them in the prefence 
of the Father. By believing they havQ 
pardon and pea'ce through his offering on 
the tree. By believing they put on the 
Lord Jefus Chrift, and find acceptance 
in his righteoufnefs. By believing they 
conimit their pcrfons and concerns into his 
hands, and he ever liveth their prevailing 
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intcrccflbr tx) obtain for them cverjr needfiil 
bleffing. Thus they learn to troft him, 
and in trufting to esqperience his faithfut- 
nefs. He gives them caufc to lovte him, 
and to rejoice in him. For having received 
a new birth and life in him they can fing 
the pfalms of his nativity, and join angels 
arid* men in afcribing glory in the higheft 
to the incarnate God. They read of his 
dying love ill feveral pfalms^ and thef 
woffhip him for bearing therr fins and 
fhame and cnrfe in his body and foul upon 
the crofs: the lamb that was flain and 
redeemed them to God by his blood^ is 
the conftant theme of their grateful fongs. 
When they read or fing the pfalms of his 
rcfurredtion, they look, upon him as the 
firft fruits of the dead, the earneft of the 
whole harveft, and with grateful hearts 
they blefs him for making, and for keep- 
ing them alive to God. They ftiare in all 
his viftories and triumphs, being his happy 
fubjedks : for he has a kingdom, which" is 
celebrated in many of the pfalms. Thefe 
fteat of his almighty power to rule all be- 
ings and things, and of the fweet fccptre 
othis love, by which he governs his willing 
people. He manifefts' to them the great- 
nefs and majefty of his kingdom, fo that* 
under his royal proteftion theyfind deliver- 
ance from the temptations to fin, and ftbtri 
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the mHcricd of fin, and through his fpeciat 
love he gives them here 'm the kingdom 
ef his grace a happineff, which all. the 
kingdoms of the worid, and the glory of 
them, cannot poffibly give. They live 
happy indeed : for he makes them fing of 
the good of his chofen ; they do rgoice 
in die giadnefs of his nation, and they 
glory in his inheritance. Thcfc are high 
privileges ; but they are only the earneibi 
df that kingdom, which endurcth for ever. 
O what glorious things are ipoken of thee, 
thou city of God, in which the great king 
delighteth to dwells and to maniieft his 
glory. Wondcrfur things are written of 
this everlafting kin^om in the book of 
pfatms, with which his happy fubjefts mix 
faith, and can then fing them with a hope 
full of glory and immortality. The pfalms 
throughout fo defcribe the king of faints^ 
that they who partake of his grace may 
find in them continual exercife of their 
faith, and continual improvement of it :. 
for they have an intereft in all he was, - 
and in all he is« Was his truft in Qoii 
unlhakcn ? They hope he will make theirs 
ftedfaff. Was his walk holy, harmlefs, 
and undefibd ? They depend on him for 
ftrength to tread in his fteps. Were hi^ 
ternpcrs perfeftly holy ? They admire hisf 
example, and through his Spirit they daily 
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put oflF the old man, and put on the new. 
Was he carried through the greatefl fuffer- 
logs with entire refignation ? They look 
up under all their trials for his promifed 
fupport. Has he all his enen[>ies under 
his feet f They are waiting in joyful hope 
for the fruit of his conqueft. Is he now 
in o^r nature in the highell glory ? It is 
promifed them, their eyes fhall lee the 
k4ng in his beauty. O bleffed profpe£t ! 
they fhall .foon be with him, and like him 
too, when they jfliall fee him as he is.. 
The pfalms are fo written of Chrift, that- 
every believer may find comfort in what 
he reads or fmgs. Chrift being the head 
of the body the church, all the members 
do fhare with their head in what he is and 
has, in his incarnation, life and death, re« 
furreftion and intercelpon, yea they fhall 
live and reign with him for ever and ever. 
That my meaning may be better under- 
(Ipod, I will give an inflance in thelirft 
pfalm. Let us confider, how it is to be 
underftood of Chrift^ and in what manner 
it is ufeful to thofe, who tljrough faith are 
one with Chrift. 

As it treats of Chrift, it is a proper pre- 
face to the whole book. It gives an ac-> 
count of the fubjed, and is an abridgment 
of it, containing m fubftance what is largely 
handled in the other parts. For Chrift is 
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here defcribed under the charaAer of that 
pcrfeft peribn, who was to retrieve for his 
people all the lofTes of the fall. He was 
in their nature, and yet he was by nature 
and practice, in heart and life, feparato 
from finners ; negatively he had not the; 
lead communion v^th them, being with- 
out one fpot of fin, pofitively he was per- 
fectly holy. He fulfilled all the righteouf- 
nefs of the law in its higheft requirements, 
both in obedience to its precepts, and alio 
in fufFering its penalties. Thus he be- 
came to his people the* tree of life, having 
life in himfelf, as God ielf-exiftent, and 
having life communicatively, as God-man^ 
to beftow upon every braqch in him.— I 
am the vine, fays he, yp are the branches^, 
by him they are quickened, in him they^ 
live, through him they become fruitful, 
s^nd by his influence they profper and 
bring forth much fruit to the glory o£ 
God. Herein they are direftly contrary. 
^0 the. wicked, . ^ho are never quickened 
by him, but left to perifli in their fins* 

PSALM I. 
I. Succefsful are the fteps of that per^ 
fon, who never walks in the council of - 
tranfgrefiTors, and in the way of finners ne- 
ver ftands, and in the feat of mockers, 
never fits. 
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2. But in the law of Jehorah is hia 
delight, and in his law will he meditate 
day and night. 

3. For tMhi he fball be like a tree that 
was planted by the ftreams of waten, 
which will yield its fruits in their ieafoiiy 
and its top-fhoot ihall never fade, but 
whatfoerer he fhall take in hand he fliaU 
be able to make it profperous. 

4. It (hall not be fo with tranfgreflbrs^ 
but they (hall be like the chaff which the 
wind blows away. 

5. Becaufe the tranfgre(rors fliall not 
be fet up in judgment, nor finners in the 
congregation of the righteous. 

6. For Jehovah acknowledg^th she Wajr: 
of the righteous, but the Way of finnetv- 
Iball be deftroyed* 

This pfalm is a general defcription of 
the fucccfs of Jcfus in his work, (hewing 
what fteps he was to take for the falvi^ 
tion of his people : He was to be a man 
like us in all things, excepting (in ; from 
wiiich he was perfeftly free : No thought 
of it ever entered his mind, not one mo- 
ment did he decline from the way of 
duty, hut always afbed under the influ* 
ence of divine love, in his life, and by 
his example reproving thofe who made a 
mock at fm. He was holy, harmlefs and> 

uadcfikd 
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indefiled m ki« nature, and Irparate from 
inners in his praftice : For 

He was pcrfcftly JKrqtrafnted with the 
Vmnt law: It yas hh cominual ftu^y,' 
Hid to obey it was his continual dcfight^— 
(t was his meat and drink — •^ Lo I come, 
* fays he, to do thy will, O God :*• He 
Tjoiced to fulfil its precepts by his life, 
md he was a willing, facrijice to fuffcr'its 
penaities in hfe'deawi, Inr both he mag- 
lified the law, and mide it infinh^Iy ho- 
lourable. And ■ 

Thus it became him to bring many 
fens unto glory. Whatfoever he uncfcr- 
took for them • had pcrftft fuccefs. He 
*ras tht^ free of 'life watered with abunr-? 
iint ftrfeafrtij ^bf «ace, the 'Spfrit being 
'(ivtti «ot bymeaftire uiito htm i a trt? 

ibjeft to no change, but aJways grow- 
ing and fknrfiftriftg,' always bearing forth 
fruit, and making every^ branch m it a 
partaker of the heawnly mflucntcs of th^ 
ftbek upon whieh ir grows. . : 

Butj the tranfgrcflbrs, whd are liot 
Rafted intto him by faith, have no l|)i- 
fitual life, nor fruit — they are lightei 
than vanity itfelf: And they fhall be 
dftven from the judgment feat of God, 
as eafily as ' any li^t chaff is drlreit 
about by a ftrong wmd, and they fliall be 
jrrftly banifhcd' for evermore ftoctv Nfea 



general aflembly and church of the firfl 
Born : 

For Jehovah always approved of the 
way of the righteous, whom he cho^e 
and called, and luftified freely by his 
grace through the redemption which is in 
Chrift Jelus, but the way of tranfgref- 
fors he difapprovcs, and they fluU foon 
utterly pcriih. 

In thu icnfe the Pfalm is true of Chrift. 
but believers have their (hare in the 4>}ef-» 
fings of which it treats : For in his fuc- 
cefs they partake. They have fdlow- 
fliip with him in every ftep which he 
took to work out their falvation. ..Whcft 
they have/redemption- through, faith iq 
his blogd^.. find free accep^nce ^rPVgH 
faith itx his \ rigliteoufni^fs, tl^ea ^tjiey 
walk , humbly with Him, and he ^puts 
his fear within them. He teaches oiem 
to depart, from evil, they do not walk in 
the council of the ungodly, nor (Und in 
the way of finner^,. nor fit in the feat of 
the fcorn^ulj * .'•/.''"'" 

But . he puts his law in their inward 
parts and writes it in their hearts : In 
their renewed mind they are brought to 
delight in, it ; they make it their conti- 
Ijkual ftudy, and through grace to walk in 
it is their continual praftice. . Yea, they 
live by the faith of the Son of God, as 

branches 
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braoches in the tree of life : Becaufe he 
lives they (hall live alfo ; drawing from 
their life-giving root every thing needful 
to mortify fin in them, and to enable 
them to bring forth fruit unto God : 

Thus he Teparates them from tranf- 
grefTors, who live and die in their fins, 
thefe are like chaff, which the wind 
driveth away. 

Becaufe they fliail not ftand in the 
judgment of God, nor come into the 
church of Chrift. 

For the Lord with his loving kindnefs 
regarded the way of the righteous, but 
the way of tranfgreflbrs Ihall perifli. 

Thus believers look upon the pfalms* 
They confider.them as treating of the 
glorious perfon and work of the God- 
man, and confidering themfelves in him, 
as members under him their head, quick- 
ened by his Spirit and receiving all the 
blefllngs of fpiritual life out of his fulncfs, 
they can underi^and and fing the praifes 
of Immanuel, with melody in their 
hearts *: For they din apply to themfelves 
the benefits of' his atonement and right- 
eoufnefs, of hii intierceflion and glory, 
and this renders the pfalms precious, and 
tinging them ain high ordinance. Their 
God does meet-them and blefs them in 
finging pfalmi. While they expitfe tV«St 
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love to him, he communicates Uis love 
to them, and they have felipwibip with 
the Father, and with his Son Jcfua Chrifl: 
by the Spirit. 

But this will be more evident from coo- 
fidering fome particulars relating to the 
fubjeft ; fuch as 



CHAP. II. 

The fcripture names of the Pfalms. 

'TpHERE are three Hebrew names of- 
*- ten ufed in the titles of the pfalms, 
which the SeptuagiAt have tranflated 
pfalms, hymns, and foDgjs, The word 
rendered by them hymns is TbebsHm^ which 
is the running title to this book, expref* 
five of the general defign, and is an 
abridgment of the whole i^atter. It 
comes from a Hebrew wofi^ that fignifies 
the brilk motion of light, Ihining and 
putting its fplendor upon zayj iAgeft, and 
this makes it bright and iUuflrious* 
Hence comes the propriety of the wckxI^ 
as it is ufed to frcUfe^ which is to fet an 
object in the lights i;hat the ^ays -ftuft^ 
ing upon, it nsay render k fplendi^ and 
beautiful,: and thficeby gjlpr-ious: and praife^* 
worthy. ^^ axe ttie £fi»lBl8» They 



«te rays of light-*-^ftjf^/Mtfrx, (if I might 
ufe fuch a word, and it is the literal 
ienfe of die Hebrew) hymns intended to 
manifeft the glory of the perfon, and to 
ihew forth the praifes of the work of God 
Jefus : For light in its various ufes in 
nature is the appointed enib^m of the 
JLord Chrift. He is diftinguiihed by this 
name throughout the old teftament-, and 
he applied all the pailages to himfelf in 
the new, when he declared — I am tbi 
light of the world — " I am not only the 
*' creator of light in the material worldj 
but alfo in the fpiritual world — * dark- 
nefs fovers the earth and grofs dark- 
nefs the people, until 1 the light of life 
arUe upon their JbuLs : And when I 
*' come with healing in my rays, in that 
*' day fhall the de^hear my words, and 
** the eyes of the blind fhall fee out of 
*' obfcurity and out of darknefs.** 

Jefus gives eyes to fee with and light 
to fee by : He- opens the eyes of the un- 
derftanding and makes fpiritual objeds 
vifible : fo that, whoever is enlightened 
with faving knowlege, has it all from 
him, and it fhould all lead to him. He 
is the bright day ftar which ihinea 
throughout. the volume of revelation; 
but in no part with clearet* rays than in 

the book of p&lms. Here h^-\s ox:^^ 
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in his meridian glory : For the whole 
fcripturC does not give greater light into 
what he was to be> and to <to,' and to fuf- 
fer, his life, . his temper, his employ-- 
ment from his tender age until his cruci- 
fixion, than is to be found in thofe di- 
vine hymns: Nor are there any more 
full defcriptions of his paffion, death, re- 
iurreftion, afcenfion, and his kingdom 
which ruleth over all. In the pfalms he 
himfelf read and meditated day and night, 
while he was growing in wifdom and fta- 
ture. And in them will every true be- 
liever meditate, that he may have more 
of the light of the knowlege of the glory 
of God, as it (hines in thcperfon of Jefus 
Chrift* As the eyes of his underftanding 
are more enlightened with this faving 
truth he will more happily enjoy in 
his heart the benefits of the humiliation, 
and exaltation of the incarnate Jehovah. 
May this, reader, be thy happy cafe : 
may every pfalm be as the ihining light, 
leading thee to a growing knowlege of 
Jefus, and fhining on clearer ftiil unto 
the perfedt day. 

' Zemer is another Hebrew word which 
the Septuagint tranflates pfalms \ as a 
verb it fignifies to cut iatid prune trees, as 
a noun it is a branch cut off and pruned, 
and 'by way of eminence the branchy the 

^ * vcvaxv 
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man whole name is the branchy who 
was known and diftinguilhed by this title 
in the fcripture. He was the eternal 
God, and he was in the fulnefs of time 
to be made flefh, and to be cut oflF, but 
not for himfelf. This was the great 
tranfa&ion in the everiailing covenant — « 
" Thus faith the Lord of hofts, Zech. 
" iii. 7, 8, Behold I will bring forth my 
" fervant the branch," the promifed 
branch, which was to fpring from the 
root of JefTe; and again, Zech. vL 129 
13. " Thus fpeaketh the Lord of hofts« 
*' Behold the man whofe name is the 
BRANCH, and he fhall grow up out of 
his place and he iball build the tem- 
ple of the Lord, (in which the God- 
head fhall refide) even he fhall build 
the temple of thie Lord, and he fhall 
bear the glory, and fhall fit and fhall 
rule upon his throne, and he fhall be 
a prieft upon his throne, and the coun- 
fel of peace fhall be between them 
both," between Jehovah and the 
branch : For the branch having grown 
up in his place was in the temple of 
his body to ratify the counfel of peace : 
He was to eftablifh it in his life, and to 
fulfil it in his death, and having by dying 
conquered death, and him that had the^ 
power of death, he was to rebuild the 
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temple of the Lord, as he faid unto the 
Jcws-^" X)eftroy this temple, and in 
** three d^ys I will build it up." Which 
he fulfilled by building up the temple of 
his body natural, and thereby he de- 
inonftrated that he will in due time per- 
feftly complete the temple of his body 
fftyftical, which is his church : For he . 
is a head to all his members. He 
quickens them by his grace, and aftu- 
ates them by his influence. By union 
with him they live, by communion with 
him they grow. His Spirit breathes through 
the church, which is his body, and en- 
ables the members to grow up into him in 
all things, who is the head, even Chrift '; 
whereby he teaches them, and it is a great- 
part of their growth, how to acknowlege 
their obligations with incrcafing humi- 
lity to their glorified head. He renders 
the falvation of Jefus finiflied upon the 
croft the fweet fubjedt of ' their fpiri- 
tiial fong. His dying love they would 
keep ever in mind •, they would have it 
always warm upon their hearts, and always 
^on their tongues. His paffion on the 
tree is their never ceafing theme: God 
forbidj fay they, that we fhould glory, ex- 
cept in the crofs of our Lord Jefus Chrift. 
In this they glory, and in this alone, with 
.their voices, and with every mufical in- 

• - ftrumcntj 
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flrument, but chiefly with the melody of 
their hearts> they endeavor to praife hii% 
who was flain and hath redeemed them 
unto God by his blood. " It becometh them 
well in the houfe of their pilgrimage thus 
to fmg the triumphs of the worthy lamb : 
For it is to be in their Father's houfe the 
mod bleflfed fubje£t of their endlefs fong. 
The ten thousand times ten thoufand, and 
thoufands of thoufands of angels, and the 
great multitude which no man could num- 
ber of all nations and kindreds, and peo- 
ple and tongues, harping with their golden 
harps in full concert join in praifing the 
crucified Immanuel. — " Worthy is the 
" lamb that was flain to receive power 
^^ and riches, and wifdom and ftrength, 
^^ and honor and glory, and blefling. 
" Amen. Hullelujah/' 

There is another Hebrew word SHeR^ 
which the Septuagint conftantly render 
a fong^ frequently applied to the pfalms. 
It fignifies rule and government, and is 
ufed for any principality among men* 
Hence it is very properly fpoken of him 
whofe kingdom ruleth over all. The 
prince of peace is one of his high titles. He 
IS called the prince of the kings of the 
earth — a prince for ever— of whole go- 
vernment and peace there fliall be no end. 
To this empire he had an unalienable and 
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Indefeifable right, being in the one Jeho- 
yitih pofiefled of the fame perfections with 
the Father and the holy Spirit. But the 
moll common view in which the pfalms 
confider him is that of the God-mafi, King- 
mediator, whofe principality is the moft 
glorious reign of grace. He fits upon his 
Sirone freely to beftow all divine bleflings 
upon his redeemed, and he is Mefliah the 
prince who was raifcd to his kingdom by 
the covenant of the eternal Three: In 
which he engaged to be a furety for his 
people ; and in their nature, and in their 
ftead to fatisfy all the offended attributes 
of the Father by his holy life and death, 
and the Father engaged to give hina^ a 
kingdom with all power in heaven and 
earth. Accordingly in the fulnefs of time 
he was manifefted in the flelh, and for the 
joy that was fet before him, he endured 
the crofs, artd defpifed the ftiame, and is 
fet down at the right hand of the throne 
of God. He is greatly exalted, far above 
all principality and power, and might and 
dominion, and every name that is named, 
not only in this world, but alfo in that 
which is to come. The once crucified is. 
now the enthroned Jefus, King of Kings 
and Lord of Lords, almighty to fave his 
people from all their fins and from all 

their enemies. The glories of Immanuel 
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^1 in this refpcA are celebrated under th% 
^ I name SHcR in feveral of the pfalms. In 
the xlviith pfalm for inftance, all the peo- 
ple are called upon to clap their hands for 
m^ and to ihout unto God with the voice 
ortriumph, becaufe Jehovah Jefus is the 
great king over all the earth. His happy 
government, under which believers receive 
all their bleffings, was to be the conllant 
fubje£t of their grateful fong. Singing 
was ufing words and founds to exprefs the 
praifes of the king of faints, and their joy- 
in him. It was fo much the ruling and 
leading fubjeft, that every hymn remind- 
ed them of Mefliah the prince. When- 
ever they were happy in their hearts, they 
exprefied it by finging the praifes of that 
moft glorious perfon, who was made flefh, 
humbling himfelf to be obedient unto 
death, even the death of the crofs, and 
who thereby became the head of all prin- 
cipality and power. He ruleth the al- 
mighty Immanuel over every creature and 
every thing, God-man upon his throne, 
till all his enemies, death itfelf be de- 
ftroyed, and then he will reign with the 
Father and the Spirit for ever and ever: 
For his reign is everlafting, and of his 
kingdom there (hall be no end. 

This was the delightful theme in the 
book of pfalms. The old tcftament faints 

fi 3 vitx^ 
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4lirere never weary of celebrating Mefliah 
their prince, the Lord and Saviour of his 
people, made an offering for their fins, 
dead, rifen, and afcended to his throne. 
This is ftill the fweeteft fubjeft in the 
church of God. Happy are they, who 
have the Lord Chrift ruling over their out- 
ward eftate. Thrice happy they, who 
have him ruling in their fouls. O what 
happinefs is it to have fet up within them 
the kingdom of God ! which is righteouf- 
nels, peace, and joy in the holy Ghoft. 
None haVe greater reafon to rejoice with 
joy and finging, than they who have Chrift 
dwelling in their hearts by faith. It was 
one principal defign of thofe facred hymns 
to keep up this holy joy, that if any were 
merry they might fing pfalms and be glad 
in the Lord. Senfible of his tender care 
and royal prOteftion, with what joyful lips 
will they extoll their king ? They would 
have all within them to blefs his holy 
name, and would be praifing him with 
pfalms and hymns and fpiritual fongs, re- 
joicing all the way to Sion, and making 
heavenly melody in their hearts unto the 
Lord. 

Thefe three names take in the fubjedt 
of the whole book — the iymns contain the 
praifes of Immamiel, our fun of righteouf- 
nefs^-^the p/alms treat of his takmg our 

nature^ 
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nature, and in it being cut off for hii 
people, that through his death they might 
live — the fongs celebrate the glories of his 
kingdom, both in earth and heaven, in 
time ani eternity. Befides thefe names 
of the book of pfalms there are feveral 
other things written in fcripture concern- 
ing them, which confirm the account here 
given of their reference to the ever-bleflcd 
Meifiah^ king of faints, and which will 
be farther illuftratcd under the confidera- 
tion of 



CHAP. III. 

Some pajfages of the Old Tejiament^ concern*' 
ing the boak of Pfalms. 

^HESE paffages are either fuch as 
^ command the fingin^ of pfalms, or 
fuch as lay down rules for finging them 
properly : of the firft fort we find frequent 
mention. ^\ Give thanks unto the Lord, 
** call upon his name, make known his 
" deeds among the people: Sing unto 
him, fing pfalms unto him: O fing 
unto the Lord a new fong^ Jing unto 
" the Lord, all the earth : Sing unto the 
" Lord, blefs his name, Ihew forth Ids 
falvation from day to day. Make n 
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^^ joyful noifc unto the Lord, all the earth, 
^* make a loud noife, and rejoice, and 
" give praife : Sing unto the Lord with 
" the harp, with the harp, and the voice 
** of a plalm. O clap your hands, all 
*' ye people, fhout unto God with the 
^* voice or triumph : For the Lord -moft 
•• high is to be feared : He is the great 
*' king over all the earth : Sing forth the 
•' honour of his name, make his praife 
•' glorious : Sing pfalms unto God, fing 
•' pfalms : Sing pfalms to our king, fing 
•* pfalms, for it is good to fmg pfalms to 
■** our God : for it is pleafant and praife 
" is comely: Sing ye praifes with the 
** underftanding : Sing ye praifes with 
" the whole heart : Let every thing that 
" hath breath praife the Lord. Amenl 
" Hallelujah." 

In obedience to thofe commands be- 
lievers exhort one another to this delight- 
ful cxcrcife : " O come let us fing unto 
*' the Lord,iet us make a joyful noife to 
** the rock of our falvatiotiy (Heb. oxx^ 
*' Jefus). Let us come before his pre- 
•* fence with thankfgiving, and make a 
*' joyful noife unto him with pfalfris.'*^ 
And what was thus exprelTed in the con- 
gregation, every believer in private applie;^ 
to himfelf and praftices. *' Blefs thc^ 
^ Lord^ O my foul, and all that is with-* 
• > " in 
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" in mc, blefs his holy name : While I 
'^ live will I praife the Lord, I will fing 
*' praifes unto my God while 1 have my 
^^ being : I will extol thee my God, O 
** king, and 1 will blefs thy name for ever 
" and ever." 

We have abundant authorities in the 
Ijves of believers to prove, tliat finging of 
pfalms was very early in the church. 
Mofes compofed a pfalm, which he and 
the whole congregation fang to the glory 
of their almighty deliverer from Egyptian 
bondage. On the vi6tory obtained over 
Sifera the captain of Jabin's hoft, Deborah 
and Barak fang a hymn of thankfgiving 
recorded in the book of the wars of the 
Lord . David was the fweet finger of Ifrael 
raifed up of God to indite the praifes of 
the glorious Immanuel: The book of 
pfahns, which he fpake by the holy Ghoft, 
has been in ufe in the church ever fincc 
his time. They made part of every days 
fervice in the temple. They were fung by 
Chrift, and by his apoflles. Paul and 
Silas in prifon, with their feet in the flocks, 
and at midnight, had liberty in their hearts 
to fing^a pfalm unto the Lord. We know 
for certain from facred hiftor}', confirmed 
by profane authors, that when the whole 
church was come together into one place 
it was part of the public fervice to fing 

B 5 ^&lros ; 
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pfalms : for which there were rules 
down both in the old teftatnent and ii 
new. 

The principal rule was about the 
propoled in finging. Why did God 
join it in his fervice ? And with what 
did he require it to be performed b 
people? He has herein clearly rev( 
his will. He intended to teach the 
acknowlege his infinite love in J 
through whom all their bleffings flow. 
to praife him and to thank him with 
ful hearts and lips. Singing was the 
ward exprefHon of their inward joy, 
therefore it was accompanied with ir 
ments of all kinds to proclaim in 
grandeft manner their joy in the I 
While the daily facrifices were burnir 
the altar, they celebrated with beli< 
hearts the atonement of the lamb of 
and expreiled their triumphing in it 
all the powers of vocal and inftrum 
inulic. Thus they were commai 
Num. X. 10. " In the day of your 
nefs, and in your folemn days, ai 
the beginning of your months, ye 
blow with the trumpets over your 1 
ofierings, and over the facrifices of 
peace oflferings, that chey may 1 
•* you fon a memorial before the 
^j your Cod : I am tli« Lord your C 
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This commandment Hezekiah obfcrved. 

After he had cleanfed the temple from the 

polkuions of his profane predeceflbr, 

" He fet the Levitcs in the houfe of the 

'^ Lord with cymbals, with pfalteries, and 

^^ with harps, according to the command- 

^' ment of David, and of Gad the king's 

" fe^r, and Nathan the prophet •? Forfo 

'^ was the commandment ot the Liord by 

" his prophets : And the Invites flood 

'* with the indmments ot David, and the 

" priefts with the trumpets : And Hezc- 

" kiah commanded to offer the burnt 

offering upon the altar, and when the 

burnt offering began, the song of the 

*' LokD BEGAN alio with the trumpets, and 

" with the inflruments ordained by David 

" king of Il'rael : And all the congrega«- 

tion worfliipped, and the Angers fang, 

and the trumpeters founded, and all this 

continued until the burnt offering was 

finiihed." 2 Chron. xxix. 15, &c. Their 

mufic was not merely to pleafe ; it was 

cxprellive. For it was a memorial. It 

was to call to mind the facrifice of Imma- 

nuel, and the joy flowing from it, the 

greatefl joy that poffibly can be : For all 

the facrifices pointed to him, and were 

inftituted to keep up faith and hope in 

him. He was the. lamb who verily was 

fore-ordained before the foundation of the 
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work), v/h6 was flain in type from the 
foundation of the world, and who in the 
fulneis of time appeared to put away fin 
by the facrifice of himfclf. The apioftle 
has proved at large in the epiftle to the 
Hebrews, that all the facrifices under the 
law were types and figures of the facrifice 
of Chrift^ and that the benefits afcribed to 
them were to fignify the graces which flow 
to his redeemed from his facrifice : For 
through this alone juftice was fatisfied, 
wrath appeafed, atonement made, the con- 
fcience purged from guilt, the finner freely 
pardoned, fully juftified, yeafanftified and 
perfected for ever: So that by his one 
oflfering he faves believers from all fins snd 
all miferies, and gives them enjoyment 
now of. all bleflfings, and will fecure to 
them eternal enjoyment. Here is the 
fountain of all joy. From hence flows 
peaces with God, and love to God with 
every blefl^ng of his love. All comes 
through the bleeding lamb, and is the fruit 
of his crofs and paffion. This is the glo- 
rious fubjedl treated of in the pfalms, and 
the finging and the mufic of the old tefl:a- 
ment were entirely in praife of this. While 
the burnt oflTering was confuming on the 
fire of the altar, all that found could pof- 
fibly do with voices and inftruments was 
exerted to roufe the attention^ and to ijv- 

flame 
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flame the afitftions. The full concert 
was to excite the higheft fentiments of 
thankfulnefs in the view of that one' of- 
fering, which was to bear the fire of the 
Father's wraths and thereby was to be- 
come kn odor of a fweet fmell, a facrifice 
acceptable, well pleafing to God. No 
blefling is beyond this. No joy is to be 
compared with the joy of this. If any 
one had been prcfent iit^ho did not know 
the occafion of this wonderful rejoicing, - 
and had afked good Hezekiah what they 
meant by this mufic, which made the very 
earth ring again, he would have gracioufly 
informed the enquirer — 

We are now triumphing in ftedfaft faith 
of the fulfilling of the promife, that God 
will be incarnate, and will come to take 
away fin by his facrifice : Therefore we 
enter into his gates with thankfgiving, 
and into his courts with praifc. We re- 
joice in our hearts in the future offering 
of the lamb of God. Although we have 
divine words, in which to exprefs our 
joy, yet our prefent fenfe of it is only 
according to our faith. When this is 
lively our joy is unfpeakable and full of 
glory : For it brings a foretaft of that 
fulnefs of joy, which we Ihall have, when 
we fliall receive the end of our faith, even 
the eternal falvation of our fouls. Then 
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all the bleffings, all the glories of heaven 
will come to us tbrpugh the redemption 
that is in the blood of the lamb. Hence 
while the burnt offering is confuming on 
the altar, we make the moil joy ful noife we 
poflibly can^finging and triumphing in the 
offering of Immanuel : For we believe it 
will be a fweet fmelling favor unto God^ 
and through it we fhall enter within the 
veil, even into heaven itfclf. There we 
Ihall take up the fame moli: blefied fub* 
jeft, and celebrate the lamb that was 
(lain with never-ceafing praife. 

The anlwcr, which I iuppofe Hezekiah 
would have given, is perfcftly agreeable 
to David's own account of this matter. 
He relates very clearly for what end the 
pfalms were revealed, and were fung in 
the temple fcrvice. We find it thus de- 
fcribcd, i Chron. xvi. " David appointed 
*' the Levites to minifter before the ark, 
^' and to RECORD and to thank and 
*' PRAISE the Lord God of Ifrael,". ver. 4. 
and again, ver. 7. " Then on that day 
" David delivered firft this pfalm to thank 
" the Lord into the hand of Afaph and 
•' his brethren : Give thanks unto the 
^' Lord, call upon his name, make known 
" his deeds among the people : Sing unto 
^^ him, fing p£dms unto him, talk you 
^ of aU hi& wonderous works : Glory y^ 

** in 



[ 39 ] 

^ in bis holy name, let the heart of them 
** rejoice chat feck the Lord." 

We have in this palTage a very clear 
defcription of the defign of the book of 
pfalms. It was firft to record; the word 
fignifies to caufe to be remembered. 7'he 
p^ms were a ftanding memorial, to bring 
into mind the wonderful love of the ever- 
blefled Trinityun faving finners through 
Jefus Chrifl, and to keep it freih and 
lively upon the hearts of believers. We 
are apt to forget this our greatcft r')od, 
and therefore God has gracioufly recorded 
it in his word. Therein he has promifed 
to fandify the memory to retain it, and 
in the ufe of the pfalms he bellows thic 
bleffing. When they are read and mixed 
with foith, then they are mediuted on 
with delight, fung with melody, and help 
to keep the heart warm in its attachment 
to the beloved Jefus. When they arc 
thus treafured up in the mind, and brought 
into conilant ufe, believers learn in fing- 
ing them to rejoice in the infinitely per- 
feft facrifice of Immanuel, ahd to triumph 
in his divine righteoufnefs. The pfalms 
are the means appointed of God to anfwer 
thofe ends; and they do by his grace. 
They,ftir up the pure minds of his peo- 
ple by way of remembrance. They aflFord 
them proper matter, and choice words, and 
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when fung with fignificant founds, they ex- 
cite affeftionsto Jefus,asholy and as happy, 
as they can be on this fide of heaven. 

The ufe of the pfalms was alfo to 
THANK : " O give thanks unto the 
•• Lord: For his mercy endureth for 
•* ever," feems to have been the chorus 
of all the antient hymns. The word 
which we tranflate to thank fignifies to 
give the hand to God, as an acknowleg- 
ment that all power was his. The hand 
is pvwcr/ Our power extends as far as 
oor hand reaches. The hand o'f God is 
every where, and his power is infinite. The 
cuftom of paying homage in antient timeisf 
explains this ufage of the word, i Chron. 
'xxix. 23. " Then Solomon fat on the 
•* throne of the Lord as king» inll:ead o£ 
David his father, and profpered, and 
all Ifrael obeyed him, 24. And all 
the princes, and the mighty men, and 
all the fens likewife of king David 
fubmitted themfelves unto Solomon the 
^ king — Heb. gave the hand under So- 
" lomon the king." ^ This was an ex- 
preffive ceremony: They kneeled down 
and put their hands under his ; thereby 
confeffing that their power was fubjeft to 
his : And in this manner they paid him 
homage. There is a curious letter ex- 
tant of king Hezekiahs, which farther ex- 

plain;^ 
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plains both the expreflion and the cuflom; 
He fays in it to the people, 2 Chron. 
XXX. 8. " Be ye not ftiffneckcd as your 
" fathers were, h\xt yield yourfehes^ Heb. 
" give the. hand unto the Lord," fall 
down before him, and afcribe all your 
power to the Lord — acknowlege him tQ 
have all power in heaven and earth. Thus 
give the honor due unto his name. Con- 
fels that ail your good comes from him, 
and that he keeps you from all evih 
Every blefling which you receive in earth 
or hope for in heaven, acknowlege to be 
from the good pleafure of his own v/ill, 
arid to the . praife of the glory of his fre^ 
grace. Mpft of the pfalms were written, 
and Qiould be fung, with this fpirit- 
What t)avid felt in his own heart at the 
free-will offerings of the people towards 
the building of the temple, the fame he. 
would excite in others, when they read 
or fing the pfalms. i Chron. xxix. 10, 
&c. '' Wherefore David bleffed the Lord 
*' before all the congregation, and David 
" faid, Bleffed be thou Lord God of If- 
" rael, our Father for ever and ever : 
Thine, O Lord, is the greatnefs, and 
the power, and the glory, and the vic- 
tory, and the majefty : For all that is 
" in the heaven and in the earth is thine : 
", Thine is the kingdom, O Lord> and 
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^* thou arc exalted as head above all : 
•* Both riches and honor come of thee, 
** and thoU reigneft over all, and in thy 
^^ hand is power and might, and in thy 
*' hand it is to make great, and to give 
ftrength unto all : Now therefore our 
God we thank thee, and praife thy 
** glorious name." How delightfully 
does he here delcribe one great end of 
finging pfalms. It was to afcribe to the 
Lord all the glory of his word and works 
and ways — with voices and infbuments, 
but chiefly with the mufic of the heart to 
/ praife him for his goodnefs, and to bleis 
him, becaufe his mercy endureth for' 
ever. 

There is another word ufed, i Chron. 
xvi. 4. The. pfalms were to record, anfl 
to thank, and to ^ praise (Heb* Hellcl) • 
the liord God of Ifrael. But this has 
been treated of in the beginning of the 
fecond chapter. It is the running title 
t)f the pfalms, and fijgnifies the aAion of 
light in the mateml world, and from 
thence is applied to the aftion of the fun 
of righteoufhefs in the fjpiritual world; 
Singing pfalms was not only to remind us 
of him, bult alfo to lead us to afcribe to 
him all the bleiTmgs of nature and gracr, 
of earth and heaven. All are from him 
"^the gifts of hij( fi«e unmericed love. 
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and call for the tribute of conftant thanks 
fulnefs. He created the Aio, and or- 
dained it to difpenfe every earthly blefling, 
that it might be a lively pi£tilre of the 
true li^ht, who communicates fpiritual 
life, with all it$ comforts. Whrle the 
believer looks upon the mod glorious 
Immanuel in this view, and has a warm 
fenfe of his obligations to him, how fweet 
is the exercife of faith! He finds the 
courts of the Lord to have fome of the 
bleflednefs of the palace itfelf. Such 
they were to him, who faid, " BlefTed 
**. arc they that dwell in thy courts, they 
•' will be ftill praifing thee. Sclah." 
They will be , ftill acknowloging their 
debt in pfalms and hymns and i^iritual 
ibngs : Which is the very employment of 
the faints round the throne, and which 
is the divine ordinance to exprcfs our ' 
communion with them, and to bring us 
a foretaft of their happinefs. 

From this paf&ge m Chronicles we fee 
the ufe of the pfalms in the old teftament, 
and for what end they werc then fung in 
the church. .It was .to remind bclievefs 
of the wonderful perfon and of the divine 
works of the incarnate Jehovah, that they 
might admire his matchlefs beauty, and 
adore him for his moft precious love. 
With happy and thankful heaxts tWtrf 
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tfed daily to fing of him in the temple 
fcrvice. The concert will never be ex- 
celled upon this earth, and the efitd 
which accompanied it will only be equalled 
in heaven. The fubjeft — the number of 
voices and inftruments — the excellence oi 
the mufic and of the performance— anc 
the divine approbation which crowned 
the whole, by a miracle confirming the 
faith and ftrengchening the hopes of tiM 
congregation, thefe are moft nobly de- 
fcribed in 2 Chron. v. 11, 12, &c. Solo- 
mon had finiihed the temple, and hac 
brought the ark of the covenant into th< 
holy of holies : " And it came to pa6, 
** when the priefts were come out or the 
holy place: For all the priefls thai 
were prefent were fanftified, and did 
not then wait by courfe : Alfo the Lc- 
vites who were the fingers, all of them 
of Afaph, of Heman, of JedUthun, 
" with their fons and their brethren, bc- 
** ing arayed in white linnen, having 
*' cymbals, and pfalteries, and harps, 
^' ftood at the eail end of the altar, and 
•* with them an hundred and twenty 
prietts founding with trumpets: II 
came even to pafs, as the trumpeten 
and fingers were as one, to make on( 
found to be heard in praifing and 
** thanking the Lord. And when they 
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^ lift, ^p their voice with the trumpets 
*' andx7inbals9 and inftrumcnu of mu- 
^ fie, and praifed the Lord, faying. For 
^ he is good, for his mercy endureth for 
^ ever : That then the houfe was filled 
^ with a cloud, even the houfe of the 
*' Lord : So that the priefts could not 
" ftand to minifter by reafon of the cloud : 
** For tjie glory of the Lord had filled 
" the houfe ot God." All Ifrael met 
upon this occafion, .a very great congre- 
gation, from the entering in of Hamatli, 
unto the river of Egypt. They came to 
the dedication of the temple, knowing 
that it was a type of the body of Chrift, 
and prefigured his coming from heaven 
to dwell with men on the earth. The 
filling the temple with glory was to teacli 
them* that a perfon in Jehovah was to 
tabernacle in the manhood of Chrift. In 
him the fulnefs of the Godhead was to 
dwell bodily, and out of his fulnefs they 
ihould receive grace for grace. While 
they were looking forward with joyful 
hope, and finging the praifes of this moft 
blefled event, the Lord gave them a 
fenfible proof, that he would come and 
inhabit the temple of . his body ; and 
^ould alfo come and dwell in their hearts 
by faith. Once in the end of the world 
God was manifeft in the flefh, but in 
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every age he has vifited his people with 
his preKnce, and bieflcd them with his 
love, while they* have beea with thankful 
hearts afcribing to him all the glory of 
their falvation. When he has thus di& 
pofed them to give him the honor due' 
unto his name, then he has brought them. 
into a proper temper to receive the greateft 
communications of his grace. For the 
moil high- and holy one that inhabiteth 
eternity vouchfafes to dwell in the^ hum- 
ble and contrite heart. The King of 
Kings admits the meek and lowly to the 
neareft approach, yea to the moil inti- 
mate familiarity with him. The higheit 
refides with the lowed. With them the 
almighty fovereign keeps his court, ac- 
cording to his promiic — ** I will dwell 
" with you, ihd will walk among you, 
" and I will be your God, and ye ihall 
*' be my people." When he fmiles upon 
them with his reconciled countenance, 
and excites in them holy love and humble 
adoration : O what an happinefs is it to 
behold the king in his beauty, even here 
by faith. The foul thus enamoured wit;h 
him will find it a moft delightful employ- 
ment to fing his praifes, and cannot help 
breaking out into pfalms and hymns of 
thankfulnefs. Thefe are the appointed 
means of teilifying its facred joy. In 

them. 
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them the faints-above have their heavenly 
exercife, and the faints below have often 
in the ufe of the fame means a fortaft of 
the gloiy to be revealed. 

When Zerubbabel and his brethren be** 
gan to rebuild the temple after the capti- 
vity, the work was entered upon with 
finging pfalms. *' And when the builders 
laid the foundation of the temple of 
the Lord, they fet the priefts in their 
apparel with trumpets, and the Levices 
the fons of Afaph with cymbals, to 
praife the Lord, after the ordinance of 
David king of Ifrael ; and they fang 
together by courfe, in praifmg and giv^ 
ing thanks unto the Lord : Becaufe he 
is good : For his mercy endureth for 
" ever towards Ifrael." Ezra iii, lo, ii. 
The words to praife^ and to give thanks 
are the fame, as in the forecitcd place in 
Chronicles, and applied to the fame per- 
fon, even to the defire of all nations, who 
was to come and fill the fecond temple 
with his glory. — " The glory of this latter 
** houfe mall be greater than of the former, 
** faith the Lord of hofts :" Hag. ii. 7. 
which was really accomplifhed, when the 
word was made flcfh and dwelt among us. 
Then the Lord came to his temple, and 
his difciplcs faw his glory, the glory as 
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of the only begotten of the Father, full 
of grace and truth. 

Of him alfo fang Nehemiah, as flfien- 
tioned in Chap. xii. He repaired the 
wall of Jerufalem, and ended it with 
praifingj and giving Shanks to the LfOrd 
God of Ifrael, finging pfalms unto 4iim 
with voices and inftruments of mufic, 
according to the commandment of Da- 
vid the man c^ God. From thefe in- 
ftances it is plain that the general fub- 
je£t of the pfalms was to afcribe to the 
incarnate Jehovah all the honor of laving 
finncrs. The fweet pfalmiil: of Ifrael fre- 
quently calls upon the. church to (ing 
pfalms to the Saviour's praife^ particu- 
larly in pfalm xcii. which was conftantly 
fung on the fabbath, the day of praife» 
in pfalms xcv, xcvi, xcviii, &c. And he 
does this very remarkably in pfalm c, 
wherein he calls upon believers to join in 
this delightful work, and afligns feveral 
reafons ^r their encouragement to do it 
with the warmeft gratitude of their hearts! 
The title is 

yf pfalm of confeffton^ viz. to God for 
his goodnefs, and for the wonders which 
he hath done for the children of men. 

I. O all the earth, make the air ring 
With the praifes of Jehovah. 

2. Serve 
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1.. Serve ye Jehovah with heart-felt 
joy — Come ye into his prefcnce with the 
higheft praifes you can give. 

3. Be ye certain, that Jehovah is the 
very Alehim, he hath made us, and not 
we ourfelves, we are his people, and the 
flock under his paftoral care : 

4. Enter ye into his gates with con- 
feflion, into his courts with afcribing to 
him the praife of giving you every thing 
ufeful, pay ye homage to him, blefs ye 
his name : 

5. For Jiehovah is good, his mercy is 
for ever, and his faithfulnefs is from ge- 
neration to generation. 

"When believers in their church fervice 
ufed to fing this pfalm, they acknowlegcd 
in it the goodnefs of God to thqm, and 
had in their hearts fentiments of his loving 
kindnefs, fuch as thefe— • 

1. O all ye inhabitants of the world, 
who have found redemption through 
faith in the blood of the lamb, join to- 
gether to make his praife to be heard ^ 
Sing unto Jehovah a new fong, fing 
praifes unto him luftily with a good cou- 
rage : 

2. Serve ye Jehovah with a free fpirit, 
finging and making melody in your hearts 
unto nim: Come ye into his ptefetvcc^ 

C Vvot\w^ 
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having now accefs with confidence, ahd 
let the high praifes of God be in your 
mouth, afcribmg to him all the glory of 
your falvation : 

3. Be ye certain, that Jehovah is the 
very Alchim, the three in covenant to 
fave finners : For he has made us, and 
not we ourfelves, we neither made our- 
fclves creatures, nor new creatures in 
Chrift Jefus — he gave us our being, and 
our well being — ^we have nothing of our 
own, but fin : And he has made us hi^ 
free lubjefts by redeeming us from " the 
bondage of fin, yea we are his beloved 
flock, and he is our good Ihepherd, who 
will give grace and glory to his people, 
and to the ftieep of his pallure : 

4. O come ye then into his gates with 
thankful acknowlegement of his infinite 
goodnefs to your ibuls — meet him in the 
great congregation, and join all the re- 
deemed, who in earth and heaven are 
with one heart giving blefling and honori 
and glory and power to God and the 
iamb. 

5. For Jehovah is good and doeth 
goodj his mercy is to be celebrated in 
his church militant from age to age, :arfd 
his never failing faithfulnefs is to be 
your fubje<5t of never ending praife in 
the church triumphant. 

O 
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O for fuch holy affedions as this pfalm 
requires. Reader, arc thou acquainted 
with the fubje(5^, and art thou indeed a 
partaker of that thankfulnefs, of which 
it treats. O beg of him then to give 
thee a growing lenfe of thine utter un- 
worthincfs of the leaft mercy. This is^ 
gofpel-poverty of fpirit, and this will 
lead thee to pray for a more thankful 
•acknawlegement of the goodnefs of God, 
flowing from the happy experience of its 
bleflings, and influencing the whole man 
to praife him for them. To this' grateful 
temper the very readifig of the pfalm will 
be as an ordinance, and the finging of 
it with the qielody of the heart will be a 
fcaft. 

From thefe authorities of the old teflra- 
ment it is plain, that the fubjeft of the 
book of pfalms, and the finging them 
were intended to excite in believers the 
wanneft fentiments of gratitude. The 
love of God manifefted in faving finners 
through Jefus Chrift is herein defcribed 
with the true fublime both of ftyle and 
fentiment-, and when any pfalm was fung, 
if the heart felt the fubjeft, and made 
harmony there, then it became a delight- 
ful, as well as an acceptable fervicc. But 
we Ihall fee clearer evidence of this mat- 
ter, if we attend to 
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CHAP. IV. 

Some pajfages in the new tejiament concert' 
ing the took ofpfalms* 

'TpHE quotations arc very numerous^ 
-*■ Chrift and his apoftks often refer to 
the pfalms, and make a diredb applica- 
tion of them : For they all treat of him, 
as indeed the whole volume of revelation 
does. He is the fpirit and life of all the 
bible : But there is no part fo particular- 
ly, and fo frequently applied to him, as 
the book of pfalms. We know the fub- 
ject of the cxth from infallible authority 
— it is the heavenly government of king- 
mediator^ who is David's fon, and yet 
David calleth him his Lord : For he was 
God and man in one Chrift. His own 

m 

ufe of the gfalms is very remarkable : He 
fung themj and quoted them. At his 
laft paflbver he joined with his apoftles 
in the pfalms commonly ufed upon that 
occafion, St. Matthew fays, " When 
" tliey had fung an hymn," which is 
fuppofed to be part of the grand hallelu- 
jah, beginning at the cxiiith, and ending 
with the cxviiith pfalm. Hereby our 
Lord not only made ufe of, but alfo ap- 
plied 
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plied thofe divine hymns to himfclf, he 
being indeed the very pafchal lamb flain 
in type from the foundation of the world, 
and now ^bout to take away (in by the 
facrifice of himfelf. And artcr he had 
by his fufferings and death made a full 
atonement, and was rifen from the dead, 
he reproved his two difciples as they were 
going, to Emmaus, and he faid unto them, 
Luke xxiv. 25. " O ye without under- 
** Handing, how flow of heart are ye to 
** believe all that the prophets have 
fpoken ! Ought not Chrift to have 
fuffered tliefe things, and to have en* 
tered into his glory? And beginning 
*^ at Mofes he expounded unto them 
** from all the prophets the things written 
** of himfelf in all the fcriptures." And 
among the reft he expounded unto them 
out of the pfalms, as his cuftom war> : 
For when he appeared to his apoftles to 
confirm them in the belief of his rcfurrec- 
tion, he faid unto them, " Thefe are 
** the words, which I fpake unto ypu, 
** while I was yet with you, that all things 
** muft be fulfilled, which were written 
** in the law of Mofes, and in the pro- 
** phets, and in the pfalms concerning 
** me. Then opened he iheir under- 
" ftandings that they might underftand 
" the fcripturcs," Here he declares that 
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the pfalms were written concerning him* 
fclf. Not only* here and there a paflage, 
or an allufion, not only the quotations in 
the new teftament, but the whole volume 
throughout is concerning him. Upon 
whatever occafion the pfalmift compofed 
any of them, yet it was only a cafe to 
fpeak upon, in order to introduce what 
was to be faid concerning the divine per- 
fon, and the divine work of the Mcfliah. 
This is the fpiritual ufc and defign of the 
pfalms. And every man, whofe under- 
ftanding the Lord has opened, as he did 
his difciples, can fee them in this light. 
The veil being taken away, be beholds 
Chrift with open face, and every pfalm 
(hews to him fome lovely feature of his 
moft lovely Saviour. Therein he reads 
of the divine and human nature of Im- 
manuel, his life and death, his refurrec- 
tion and afcenfion, his kingdom and glory. 
He underftands the fcriptures^ and with 
the joy of his heart receives what is there- 
in written concerning the God of his fal- 
vadon. 

Agreeably to our Lord's own ufe of 
the pfalms, we find the whole church of 
believers with one accord ufing them in 
the fame manner. The inffance recorded 
in A6ts iv. is remarkable, becaufe' the re- 
ference, which they made to the pfalms. 
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indifputably proves, that they are written 
concerning Chrift. Peter and John had 
been imprifoned for preaching Jefiis, but 
being let go, they went to their own 
company, and repprted all that the chief 
priefts and elders had faid unto tlTcm : 
And when they heard that, they lift up 
their voice to God with one accord, and 
faid, " Lord, thou art God, who haft 
made heaven and earth, and the fea, 
and all that in them is : Who by the 
mouth of thy fervant David haft faid, 
why did the heathen rage, and the 
** people imagine vain things ? The kings 
of the earth ftood np, and the rulers 
were gathered together againft the 
Lord and againft his Chrift : For of a 
truth againft thy holy child Jefus, 
** whom thou haft anointed, both Herod 
and Pontius Pilate, with the gentiles, 
and the people of Ifrael were gathered 
together, for to do whatfocver thy 
hand, and thy counfel determined be- 
** fore to be done.'* Here the whole 
church under the fpecial influence of the 
holy Spirit applies the iid pfalm to Chrift, 
and declares its accomplifhment in him — 
he being of a truth the very perfon of 
whom it treats : Which is decifive evi- 
dence, and muft determine the point even 
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to a demonftration wkh all that believe 
the fcriptures. 

It is not to be wondered then, that the 
apoflles fhould follow the fame rule in 
explaining the pfalms. Peter quotes them 
and refers them to Chrift. Jn his firft 
fermon recorded Afts ii, he applies the 
xvith pfalm to the refurreftion of Chrift, 
and he brings the cxth to prove, that 
Chrift had all power in heaven and earth, 
and Ihould fit at the right hand of Jeho- 
vah, until all his enemies fliould be made 
his footftool. In the fourth chapter of 
the Afts, he fhews that Chrift was th« 
ftone fet at nought by the Jewilh builders,, 
who nevertheless fhould be made the head 
of the corher, as it is in the cxviiith pfalm. 
Peter had no doubt concerning the appli- 
cation of the pfalms to Chrift, and his 
beloved brother Paul fhews he was of the 
fame opinion. 

We have an account of his manner 
of preaching among the Jews : " He 
" ufed to reafon with them out of the 
" fcriptures, opening and alledging, that 
*' Chrift muft needs have fuffered, and 
" rifen again from the dead, and that 
" this Jems, whom I preach unto you 
" is the Chrift.'* And among the other 
fcriptures he did not forget tne pfalms : 
For we, in Adts xiii, have .a whole fer- 
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nion of his, an ineilimable treafury of 
his fcripture learning, in which he quotes 
feveral pfalms, and direftly applies them 
to Chrift, as he alfo does in his other 
writings. His epiftle to the Hebrews 
abounds with references, twenty nine at 
leaft. The iiid and ivth chapters are a 
comment on the xcvth pfalm : As the 
viith chapter is on the cxth: And the 
xth is on the xlth. Whoever will attend 
to the manner in which the apoflle rea- 
fons upon thefe paffages, will readily per- 
ceive, that he does not enter upon any 
formal proof of the defign of the book of 
pfalnls, or of -Chrift's being the fubjeft 
of them. He docs not aim at any fuch 
thing ; but takes it for granted, and ar- 
g\ies upon it as an eftablifhed truth. 
Indeed it was at that time the belief of 
the whole church. There was then no 
doubt but all fcripture treated of him — ^ 
" To him give ALL the prophets wir- 
** nefs" — He was their one fubjed:. But 
more efpecially in the pfalms he was fet 
forth, and was to be highly exalted, with 
all the powers of poetry, and with the 
fweeteft founds of inftruments and voices. 
Thefe hynins were infpired to celebrate 
his matchlefs fame and renown ; that 
whenever believers felt themfelves happy 
in the knowlegc and love of Je(us> here 
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thef might find proper matter and 
able words to raife their gratitud 
high as it can be on this fide of he 
We have alfo the apoftle's pradticc 
experience to recommend his ufe o 
pfalms. He fung them with deligl 
well as quoted them with propriety*, 
love to Jefus run as high, as love 
will upon earth. He fpeaks of 
continually as the perfedt delight c 
foul, on whom he had placed a] 
affedtions, and whom he found evet 
worthy of more love, than his n 
heart could contain. O how pn 
was his Saviour, when he could 
•• What things were gain to me, tl 
.** counted lols for Chrift : Yea doul 
•* and I do count all things but Ic 
*' the excellency of the knowleg 
" Chrift Jefus my Lord, for wh 
*' have fufiered the lofs of all tl 
♦' and I do count them but dung, 
•• may win Chrift.'* Happy Paul ! 
muft he have feen in Jefus, who 
account it an honor to fuffer flian 
his name, and an infinite gain t< 
Chrift, though with the lofs of all th 
O happy, thrice happy man, who 
carry the crofs of Chrift, and eftc 
as his crown. God forbid, fays he 
lihould glory in any thing, exct 
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the crofs of our Lord Jefus Chrift : For 
I count not my life dear to myfclf, fo 
as I may but live and die fulfilling his 
will. And this was not a flight of fancy, 
or a mere rant of enthuHafm, but it was 
cool fober love, and arofe from real ex- 
perience of the pretioufnefs of Jefus to 
his heart. This heavenly lover was -the 
fubjeft of hi^ fongs in the worft houfe of 
his painful pilgrimage. He was fo truly 
in body foul and fpirit devoted to his 
Jefus, that how much foever he fufFered, 
yet he could rejoice in the Lord. O 
what a proof did he give of it ! — fuffi- 
cient to fliame our higheft profeflions of 
attachment to the dear Redeemer. When 
he had been beaten with many and cruel 
ftripes, put into a difmal dungeon, and 
even there with his feet in the ftocks, 
his heart was then full of gratitude, and 
in tune to make delightful melody unto 
the Lord, yea brake out into pfalms 
of praife — " At midnight Paul and Silas 
** prayedi and fang praifes unto God,'* 
with a loud voice : for the prifoners 
heard them. O for more faith in 
Jefus to fill us more with this thankful 
and praifing fpirit. Lord, pour it out 
abundantly for thy mercfcs fake upon 
all thofe, who believe in thy holy name : 
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Let us make our boaft of thee all the 
day long, and praife thy name for ever. 

From thefe inftances it is evident, that j 
the new teftament church underftood the | 
pfalms in the fame light, as the old. ^ 
Believers always fung them with the fame 
view, with hearts and voices making 
melody unto the Lord Chrift. He him- 
felf confirmed this ufe of them : For he 
joined in this part of religious worlhip. 
The apoflles quoted the puilms, and &- 
redlly applied them to their blefled Lord. 
Yea, when the church met together in 
one place, the pfalms were not only read 
and fung, but fome abufes in finging 
them are corrected, which will lead mc 
to confider 

CHAP. V. 

Rules laid down in fcrifture for Jinging 

them aright. 

C INGING of pfalms is a divine ordi- 
*^ nance, and has an inward and an out- 
ward fcrvice. The inward, con fills in the 
proper frame and affedlion of the renewed 
and fpiritual mind : For no man can ufe 
the pialms as an ordinance of God, who 
has not received the Spirit of God : With<^ 
put him wtf can do nothing, being dead 
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efpafles and fins. And after he is re- 
rd, he is the continual breath of fpi- 
1 life, yea as much as the air we 
the is of natural life. Every fpiritual 
cion of peace, comfort, and joy in God 
father is from the divine agency of 
jord the Spirit. Every adb of religious 
tiip is performed acceptably by his 
gdiening us mightily in the inner 
p and giving us the will and the power, 
e pray aright, it is in the holy Ghoft. 
e hear aright, it is by his blefling on 
vord preached. If we fing aright, it 
f the fame Spirit : And therefore we 
lot only commanded to feek his affift- 
in all we do, but alfo a growing and 
rating meafure of his graces and gifts. 
IS the apoille diredts the Ephefians in 
• finging of pfalms, " Be ye filled with 
le Spirit, fpeaking to yourfelves in 
blms," &c. This is not meant of 
iving him at iirft : For it is fpoken to 
rvers,.whahad the Spirit, but it relates 
leir thirfting after more,, how much 
er they had attained, dill more of the 
it's fulnefs, it being in him infinite^ 
always in us finite. We never have (o 
hy but wc may have more-,: and whefi 
lave the- moft, our thirft is then the 
teil» Thb is an holy third, to which 
e is a divine invitatiofir-*^ Hoy tv^ 
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*• one that thirfteth come to the waters 
•' of life." And a divine promife — " In 
" the laft day, that great day of the feaft, 
" Jefus ftood and cried faying. If any 
" man thirft, let him come unt^ me, and 
drink ; but this fpake he of the Spirit, 
which they that believe on him fhould 
*' receive." And when this promife is 
fulfilled, and the holy Spirit is received, 
we are ilill in faith to ufe means for the 
increafing of his graces and gifts ; among 
which means the apoille recommends — 
" Speaking to yourfelves in pfalms," &c. 
He fuppofes their finging would tend to 
their mutual edification : For the words 
are in the plural number, and denote their 
joining together in this holy exercifc. He 
alfo commands the Coloffians to inftrvift 
and to admonifh one another in pfalms 
and hymns and fpiritual fongs, herein 
ufing the grace given both for its cxercife, 
and alfo tor its improvement. And this 
true manner of finging comes from the 
Spirit, and increafes the fruits of the 
Spirit. 

It comes from the Spirit ; becaufe none 
can perform it, but the new creature in 
Chrift Jefus. It is a fpiritual fervice, in 
which only the fpiritual man can join. 
No one can make any melody acceptable 
to God, who has not been firft a partaker 
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the holy Ghoft. He is the Lord and 
er of life j without him all men are 
d in trefpaffes and fins. He only can 
cken and make the loul alive to God. 
equires his almighty power, and it be- 
gs to his covenant office. And when 
the Spirit of life makes any one free 
ti the law of fin and death, then he is 
[lild of God. He is made to know it, 
[ to believe it : For he has received the 
rit of adoption, whereby he cries Abba, 
her. In the fenfe of this love flied 
oad in his heart by the holy Ghoft, he 
;ins to rejoice in God, as his God. 
ufting to what Jefus is to him, that he 
fatisfied for his fins, has wrought out 
righteoufnefs, and is now ftanding in 
pretence of God for him, he fees him- 
' accepted in the beloved, an heir of 
d, and a joint heir with Chrift. Here- 
his heart becomes reconciled to God, 
1 he finds the- truth of what is written 
* We love him, becaufe he firft loved 
as." Now he has David's aflfeftion, 
1 he can join heartily in finging with 
1 — Blefs the Lord, O my foul, and all 
t is within me, blefs his holy name : 
fs the Lord, O my foul, and forget 
: all his benefits : Who forgiveth all 
ne iniquities, who healeth all thy dif- 
cs : Who redcemeth thy life from dfe- 
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ftri:6Kon, who crowncth thee with Io\ 
kindnefs and tender mercies. 

Thus the right finging the praifc 
God comes from the Spirit, and it alfe 
creafes the fruits of the Spirit. It is 
of the appointed means of improving th 
True grace is always operative, and gr 
by the fruit which it bears. If the 
liever be rejoicing, finging will add to 
joy, as it is written ^^ Is any in a ha 
" frame ? Let him fing pfalms •,'* and i 
will make him happier. It is the dii 
promife, and cannot fail : he fliall incr 
his joy in the Lord. Is any affiid 
Pfalms will rcfrefti and comfort hi 
Paul and Silas fore whipt and put into 
(locks fung a pfalm at midnight. ". 
fulnefs of the Spirit in the fweet finge 
Ifrael went out much this way. He f 
moft, and praifed bed of all the faint 
God. He fang in all frames and u 
all occafions : Let us follow his exam 
and be fpeaking much and often to 
another in pfalms and hymns and fpiril 
fongs, feeking thereby to be filled v 
a growing meafure of the holy Spirit. 

if thou enquired, how (hall I obtain i 
ineftimaUe blefling ? The command i 
a(k and it (hall be given you, feek and 
jball find — whoever is made fenfible 
ftands in need of the afliftance of the h 
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Spirit is only required to afk, and the 

promife is — " Every one that alketh re- 

" ceiveth, and he that feeketh findeth : 

" If a fon (hall alk bread of any of you 

'^ that is a father, will he give him a 

" ftone ? or if he alk a filh, will he for a 

" fifh give him a ferpent ? or if he afk an 

" egg will he give him a fcorpion ? If ye 

" then, being evil, know how to give good 

" gifts unto your children, how much 

" more Ihall your heavenly Father give 

" the HOLY Spirit to them that alk 

" him ?" How gracious are thefe words ! 

How encouraging are they to every one, 

who has any concern about his falvation, 

to deli re the holy Spirit may be given to 

him, to enable him to trull in Jcfus, and 

to find the Father's love in him : And 

they leave every man without excufe, who 

lives and dies without thofe blelTings, 

which God has promifed to give to every 

3ne that alketh. 

Whoever^ is a partaker of the Spirit has 
I new nature in Chrift Jefus, and has a 
new undcrftanding given him, whereby 
le is inabled to difcern and to judge of 
fpiritual things : For thus runs the pro- 
mife — " He Ihall lead you iiito all tnth :'* 
And the apoftle prays for the fulfilling of 
it to the Ephefians — " May the God of 
^^ our Lord Jefus Chrift the Father of 
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" glory,give unto you the Ipirit of wifdom I 
" and revelation in the knowlege of him, 
tliat the eyes of your underftanding may 
be enlightened." The holy Spirit afts 
upon men as rational creatures. He docs 
nut treat them, as if they were ftones or 
brutes ; but he makes the truths of the gof- 
pcl clear to the mind, and defireable to the 
will. He opens the eyes of the under- 
ftanding to fee the obje<il, and then prefents 
it in its glorious beauty and attradling 
lovelinefs. The renewed mind beholds, 
admires and loves it ; an4 then animated 
with this love can ling its praifes. Hply 
men of God in the old teftament fung with 
knowlege. Ignorance was not the mo- 
ther of their pfalmody. They were well 
acquainted with what they fung. The 
royal prophet fays, he employed his un- 
derftanding in this devout exercife, as well 
as his harp, and his voice. Hear him 
how earncftly he call upon others to extol 
his beloved Jefus — " Sing praifes to God, 
fing praifes ; fing praifes unto our king, 
fmg praifes : For God is the king of all 
the earth, fing ye praifes with under- 
ftanding." He would have them to 
mind what they were about, and to undcr- 
ftand what they fung j leaft they fhould 
utter lies unto the Lord, or offer to him 
a facrifice without a heart : Confider 

whom 
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whom you have to deal with — how great 
and good a God — obi'erve, how you praifc 
him : Engage all your mental powers in 
this delightrul work, that it may be holy, 
acceptable to God, and a reafonabie fer- 
vice. 

The apoftle agrees in fentiment with 
the pfalmift : For thus he I'pedks to the 
Corinthians : *' If I pray in an unknown 
" tongue, my fpirit prayeth, but my un- 
" derftanding is unfruitful : What is it 

then ? 1 will pray with the fpirit and I 

will pray with the underftanding alfo : 
" I will fing with the fpirit, and I will 
" fing with the underftanding alfo." 
Singing is unfruitful, unlefs the under- 
ftanding go with it, Unlefs the mind be 
profited, and God be honored, it is only 
empty found. But when we fing by the 
Spirit, then he will teach us to fing with 
the underftanding alfo. He will open the 
fubjeft to us, will give a fixt attention to 
it, will bring the mind into tune, and will 
keep us looking at the fenfe, more than 
at the found. 

Is it fo with thee, O my foul ? Enquire 
carefully. Art thou led by the Spirit in 
thy finging ? Does he enlighten thy mind, 
and guide thee into the knowlege of the 
fubjedt, in which thou art engaged ? Take 
heed, and be often examining thyfelf— how 
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thy mind is afFcftcd — Icaft thou flic 

prefent unto the Lord the fong of foe 

But chiefly keep thy heart diiige 

Becaufe out of it are the ifTues of 

The man is what his heart is. If tl 

dead to God, nothing in him is aliv 

this be right with God, all will be : 

If he has a clean heart, and a right 

renewed within him, the holy Ghof 

made him a new creature in Chrift , 

and has won the will and the afl[e< 

over to God. This is his principal 

in the converfion of finners. He 

fore difcovers truth to the undefftar 

in order that it may become defir 

and that the heart may be proper 

fluenced by it. The heart is the 

manding faculty. When this has 

tafted the fweetnefs of the Father's 1 

Jefus, it will engage the whole w 

feek for more. Love is very aftivc 

will do or fufFer much to obtain s 

preferve the beloved objeft. Sc 

Ipring a going, it will move a 

wheels. The hands will work for 

The feet will run the way of his com: 

ments. Love will make heavy h\ 

not grievous to be borne : Lovi 

carry them a long time, ' and fair 

Jacob ferved feven years for R 

and they feemed unto him but a fe^ 
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'ur the love which he had unto her. The 
abor of love is always delightful. When 
re know God to be our Father in Jefus, 
xid have his love fhed abroad in our hearts 
fy the holy Ghoft, then his fervicc bc- 
omes perfect freedom : Then duty is en- 
lobled into privilege : Then obedience be- 
omes willing, and filial: The beloved 
hild finds free accefs to the Father's 
hrone, and receives bleffed communica- 
ions of his grace : For which his thank- 
ul heart offers the facrifice of praile, and 
t comes up with a fweet favor acceptable 
o God through Jefus Chrift. This is the 
nelody of the heart. While it feels its 
nfinlte debt to free grace, is deeply con- 
vinced of its utter unworthinefs, and is 
cept humble by the abiding fenfe of its 
mperfeftions, and of its indwelling cor- 
'uptions, it is in a right frame to exalt the 
exceeding riches of divine mercy. Then 
t is difpofed to give God all his glory. 
This he requires, as his due, and it be- 
:ometh well the righteous to pay it. When 
Jie heart is made willing to al'cribe every 
3;ood to his holy name, then it is right 
ivith God.' All within is now in tune to 
join every golden harp, and every joyful 
tongue in heaven, which are afcribing 
blefling and honor, and glory and power 

CO 
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to him that fictcth upoD the throne, and 
to the lamb for ever. 

This is the chief requifite in linging 
pfalms. The heart makes the beil mufic. 
The fincft corapofitions, ever fo well ex- 
ecuted with inftruments and voices are not 
a divine concert, unlcfs the heart accom- 
pany them. David knew this well, and 
therefore he fet his aSedtions to the higheft 
pitch of praife, and he brought all of 
them to join. His whole heart entered 
into the performance, and rendered the 
concert full. — " I will praile thee, O Lord 
*' my God, with all my heart, and I will 
" glorify thy name for evermore: For 
*' great is thy mercy towards me." iThy 
fpecial covenant mercy is fuch towards 
me, that my very thoughts cannot rife up 
to its greatnefs : How then can I utter 
forth all its praife? I cannot; no, not 
even half of it. But though the debt be 
fo great, that I cannot count it up, yet I 
will the more cxtoll tlicc for it from day 
to day : I would engage my affcftions, and 
give them all up to this heavenly employ- 
ment. I would have my whole foul in it. 
Apd yet the debt remains, rather incrcafes. 

for a more enlarged heart ! My praifes 
continued are only acknowlegements, and 

1 want them continued with growing hu« 
mility — more in earth and more in heaven. 

TUere 
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here I (hall praife better, when my heart 
II have nothing in it, but humble grati- 
de. Yet here I will not give over ; but 
11 carry on my joyful long, till I can 
g in a higher ftrain. '^ Praik the Lord, 
O my foul, and all within me blel's his 
holy name : O give thanks unto hint 
for he is good, and hi$ mercy cndureth 
for ever. Hallelujah." 
The apoftle Paul had his portion in the 
ne mercy, and had the lame grateful 
ife of it : He fang the pfalms of David 
ch the fpirit of David. What he prac- 
cd himfelf he has recommended to 
lers. He has given us fome rules about 
ging in the congregation, and he chiefly 
ifines them to the heart accompanying 
: voice. Thus he direfts the Ephefians — 
Be not drunk with wine wherein is ex- 
cefs, but be ye filled with the fpirit, 
fpeaking to yourfelves in pfalms and 
hymns, and fpiritual fongs, finging and 
making melody in your hearts unto 
the Lord, giving thanks always for all 
things unto God and the Father in the 
name of our Lord Jefus Chrift.*' He 
uld not have them meet together, as 
jy formerly had dohc, to feaft without 
r, and to drink unto drunkennefs, in- 
ing one another to greater riot and ex- 
s by wanton and profane fongs : Which 
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\ras the cuftom at mod of the heathen 
banquets. They ufed to try to fill one 
another with wickednefs. But ye have 
not fo learned Chrift. Seek ye to be filled 
with his fpirit, and ufe the nieans appointed 
for that purpole : Among which finging 
of pfalms, and hymns, and fpiritual fongs 
is one of the chief. Thefe feveral names 
are expreflive of the different fubjeiSts treat- 
ed of in the facred poetry •, hymns arc in 
praife of Immanuel, fpiritual fongs are in 
pr aife of his fpiritual kingdom, according 
to the fenfe of the words in the Hebrew, 
and according to the tranflation of them 
in the Septuagint, as was before (hewn. 
The manner of finging them it is here 
faid was by joining together with their 
voices, but efpecially with their hearts. 
From thence comes the beft melody. 
Harmony in found is pleafant in our ears; 
but harmony in aflfeftion is the mufic, 
which enters into the ears of the Lord of 
hofts. " My fon, give me thy heart:" 
He will have no fervice without it. Prayer, 
obedience, praife, every offering mull 
come from the heart. He looks at this, 
and this in all, and above all. This he 
accepts, and teftifies his delight in : For 
it is the fame facrifice of praife, which will 
for ever delight him. The church tri- 
umphant has begun the fong, which will 

he 
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be perfcftly and for ever pleafing to the 
Lord : And when we meet below with one 
iaith to glorify our one Lord, then we en- 
joy the communion of faints. We have 
one heart with them — join in the fame fub- 
jcft of praife to their Lord and our Lord — 
our harmony is theirs — our happinefs is 
theirs — it is one and the fame communion 
with the Father and the Son by the Spirit. 
And though we cannot raife our fong to 
fo high a pitch, or continue it without 
ceafing, as the faints above do ; yet we 
entirely agree with them, and are trying 
to make better mufic in our hearts every 
day, until we fee, their Jefus and our 
Jefus face to face. He loves us, as well 
as them : For he is our Immanuel : And 
our fouls rejoice in him together with them. 
We love him, we ferve him, we blefs him, 
as humbly, and as thankfully, as we can ; 
yea in all things we would be giving of 
thanks to his holy name. O for more 
love, more thankfulnefs, more devotednefs 
to our precious Lord Jefus Chrift. This 
is our daily prayer, and our conftant pur- 
fuit. Blefled and eternal Spirit purify our 
hearts by faith, and increafe in them a 
fenfe of his wondrous love to us, that we 
may be crowing in love to him, until he 
vouchfa^ to admit us into his prc- 
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ferice, and give us to thank him with ne- 
ver ceafing longs of praife. 

In another place the apoftlc treats of 
the fame fubjcft, only varies the exprcf- 
fion a little. He recommends finging 
of pfalms to the Coloffians, as an ordi- 
dinance of God for increafmg the graces 
of his people — " Let the word of Chrift 
*' dwell in you richly in all wifdom» ' 
^' teaching and admonifhing one another 
^' in pfalms and hymns and fpiritual 
" fongs, finging with grace in your 
*' hearts to the Lord : And whatfoever 
'* ye do in word or deed, do all in the 
*' name of the Lord Jefus, giving thanks 
" to God and the Father by him/* The 
Coloflians had put on the new man, and 
the apoftle exhorts them to put on the 
ornaments and endowments peculiar to 
their new nature, and he mentions feveral 
of them : In which he would have them 
to be growing daily : And he propofes to 
them the word of God, as the beft means 
. for this purpofe. He would have it trea- 
fured up in their hearts, and inwardly 
digefted-^ — " dwelling richly in them in all 
*' wifdora'* for knowlege and practice. 
He includes both: Becaufe this wifdom 
was for edification — they were to teach 
and to admonifii one another. What each 
had learnt out of the fcriptures was to be 
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>f public benefit to the churcA. And 
he way of doing this is particularly men- 
ioncd — They were to fing together with 
5race in their hearts. All is dilcord with- 
n, until we are taught by grace, free 
:ffe£tual grace. But when we believe the 
ioArines of grace, then harmony comes 
n, and we learn to afcribe every good to 
he mere mercv of God, We receive his 
>leflings, and he receives all the praife of 
hem. Then grace is in the heart : It is 
here not only to reconcile the finner to 
he way of falvation by faith alone, but 
ilfo to make him in love with it, and to 
;cep him willing to praife God for it with 
lis lips and life. O how good a thing is 
t, that the heart be thus eftablilhed with 
frace ! For then the affeftions will be fixt 
ipon the right objeft, and the whole foul 
fill be in harmony with the truth as it is 
n Jefus. Free grace doctrines felt in tiieir 
K>wer in the heart make heavenly melody, 
ivery faculty is in tune, and inclined to 
icar its part in bleffing the name of the 
-lOrd. The underftanding fees it right, 
he will choofes, the heart loves to give 
im all the praife, and the mouth joins to 
;lorify him with joyful lips, finging un^a 
be Lord-^Thc God-man — Immanuel is 
(le fubjeft of this happy fong. He is the 
jod of all grace. It is a joyful aud plea- 

D z W\. 
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fant thing to be thanking him for it : Yea, 
it is a foretaft of the faints fiilnefs of joy- 
The truly humble believer, feeing the ex- 
ceeding riches of grace, gladly joins his 
elder brethren round the throne in praif- 
ing the Lord Jefus Chrift.^ And when 
the temple of God Ihall be complete, and 
the laft believer joined to the fpiritual 
building, then the topftone fhall be 
brought forth with fhouting — grace — 
grace unto it — ^glory be to rrce grace for 
ever and ever. 

To the fame purpofe the apoftle James, 
ch. V. 13. teaching believers how to be- 
have in every ftate direfts them, " Is any 
among you afflifted ? let him pray. Is 
any merry ? let him fing pfalms.'* Af- 
fliftion (hould fend him to prayer, for 
grace to bear it and to improve it : Joy to 
finging of pfalms to exprefs thankfulnefs 
to God. Is any merry ? that is a proper 
feafon, though not the only feafon. Prayer 
is neceffary at all times, though it be moft 
needful in affliftion : And fo Hnging ; it 
is not only needful when we are rejoicing, 
in order that our joy may center in the 
Lord, but fometimes finging will beget 
Ipiritual joy, and will awaken it in the 
afflidted heart. Paul and Silas were in 
great outward dillrefs, yet they fang a 
pfalm in prifon. The apoftles fang an 

hymn 
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n after the facrament, a! though ther 
V their Lord was going to futtcr, and 

were greatly troubled. In that for- 
'ul hour they fang. Singing is always 
enable, but efpecially when the heart 
ippy, '' Is any among you merry ? 
,et him fing pfalms." Is he in a good 
le of mind, rejoicing in the bounty of 
, either for temporal or fpiritual 
:ics ? Let him fmg pfalms to the praife 

glory of his benefactor: This^is a 
>er expreflion of ^gratitude for favors 
ived, and will be the means of lecuring 
1 : For fince his happinefs comes from 
>od God, and arifes from communion 
I God in Chrift, it is fit and meet, 

he (hould afcribe it to the right ob- 

and in a way of God's own appoint- 
A divine hymn upon the fubjeft of 
fe (of which there arc mahyj fung 
L heart-felt thankfulnefs is a grateful 
ice. The Lord requires fuch an ac- 
ivlegement, and it bccometh well the 

to be thankful — yea he has vouch- 
i to reveal the very words, in which 
equires it to be paid him : And when 
within us bleffes his holy name, re- 
ng in the Lord, he would have the 
vard man to join, and to declare with 
melody of his lipjs, how happy he is 
is heart. Thus in finging the praifes 
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of our God we fliall find frefh rcafqn to 
praife him. He will certainly meet us in 
his own means, and blefs us in his own 
ways. We fhall not wait upon him in 
vain. The means of his appointing can- 
not fail of anfwering the end. He has 
promifed to put honor upon his own ap- 
pointments, and his word cannot be broken. 
The joyful chriftian is commanded to fing 
the praifes of his God, and his heart (haU 
be thereby kept in holy joy, yea k fhaU 
beincreafed. His joy fhall abound : And 
when believers fing, as they are command- 
ed, with one another, it fhall tend to their 
mutual edification. It fhall ftir them up 
to greater thankfulnefs, and excite warnv* 
er afFeftion to the God of their falvation. 
Singing pfalms is a church-ordinance, and. 
as Kich it is blefTed. The Lord will not 
forfakc the affembly of his faints. When 
they are met together to praife him, he 
will* be in the midft of them, and will 
manifeft his acceptance, both of their pcr- 
fons and ferviccs. This will make their 
attendance upon him delightful. When 
he lifts up the light of his countenance 
upon them, how can they help finging 
what they feel ? Now they experience he 
has bought them with his blood, and faved 
them from^ hell, has wrought out their 
righteoufnefs, and will give them his 

heaven^ 
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heaven, it bccomcth tbcm well to prailt 
him, and to rejoice in his holy name. 
He has made them blefled at prefent, and 
they (hall be bleiled for evermore. Their 
blefltxlnefs comes from a never failing 
fpring- They are the one true church, 
of which it is faid — " Joy and gladnefs 
(hall be found therein, thankfgiving and 
the voice of melody." Singing is their 
heaven in the church triumphant. They 
have the fulnefs of joy from God and the 
lamb, and they acknowlege it with hum- 
ble adoration, and a grateful fong of never 
ending praife. The innumerable com- 
pany of the redeemed will find their heaven 
of heavens in enjoying communion with 
the holy Trinity, and in (inging the glories 
of that mercy, which is from everlafting 
to everlafting. 

In this pa(rage the apoftle James fup- 
pofes, that joy and finging agree well to- 
gether. So they do. They depend on 
one another as the caufe and the effeft. 
The melody of the heart breaks out, and 
expreflfes itfelf with the melody of the 
mouth. A heart made fenfible of God*a 
love in Chrift has the greateft reafon to 
fejoice, and will be ready to fhew it in 
every way of God's appointment, parti- 
cularly in (inging the praifes of his won- 
drous love. Does the prophet happy in 

D 4 Vv\^ 
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his foul declare ? " My mouth (hall praifc 
•• thee with joyful lips" — true chriftians 
can gladly join him. They have return- 
ed to God in faith, and have found re- 
demption through the blood of the lamb. 
They know in whom they have believed, 
and are fatisfied of the Father's love to 
them in his dear fon. Now they can de- 
light in God. It is their privilege to re- 
joice in him, as their God : Yea it is their 
bounden duty (he calls upon them) to 
exprefs their fenfe of his goodnefs in fongs 
of praife. This joy in God is one of the 
chief ingredients in pfalm finging. The 
heart cannot make pleafant melody, un- 
lefs joy be there : For the Lord God has 
an unalienable right to the fervice of the 
whole man, but we never acknowlege it, 
until we become his children through 
faith in Chrift Jefus ; in whom we have 
free accefs unto the Father. Then per- 
fuaded of his precious love to us, we love 
him again, and in thankfulnefs give up 
ourfelves with all we have and are to his 
fervice and glory. From hence arifes our 
joy in God, and every expreflion pf it j 
which were required of all men by the 
holy law, but are only fulfilled by, thofe, 
whdr have the faith of the gofpel. An 
Tinparddned finner cannot poflibly rejoice 
in God ; Becaufe this holy joy is a fruit 
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of the Spirit, and is the confequence of be- 
lieving. Thus David — " The Lord h 
^* my ftrcngth and my ihield, my heart 
^ trufted in him, and I am helped, there- 
^ FORE my heart greatly rejoiceth, and 
" with my fong will I praife him.'* What 
the prophet had experienced himfelf, the 
fame he wiflies for others — " Let all thofe 
^* that put their trufl: in thee rejoice, kt 
'* them ever Ihout for joy, becaufe thou 
•*. defendeft them : Let them alfo that 
" love thy name be Joyful in thee." And 
lichen a company or thefe happy people 
meet together, it is the delight of their 
hearts to join in praifes to their God, and 
Saviour. " O come let us fing unto the 
'' Lord ; let us make a chearful noife to 
•^ the rock of our falvation : Let us come 
^^ before his prefence with thankfgiving, 
^ and make a joyful noife unto him with 
•' pfalms." With thefe words we always 
iDegin the reading of the fcriptures in our 
:hurch fcrvice. And what could be more 
"uitable ? How proper is it in a congrega- 
ion of believers to call upon one another 
:o join in the praifes of the common Sa- 
iriour, that we may ftrengthen our mutual 
oy in him. All true joy comes from him, 
ind every acknowlegement of it inward 
md outward is therefore required, in order 
:o prefcrve and to increafe our rejoicing 

P 5 '^ 
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in the Lord Jcfus Chrift. He defcrvcs 
all our joy — the lovelinefs of Immanuel— 
his love to us— the bleflings of his love- 
how many' — how great — how lafting! 
thefe fhould encourage us to be glad in 
him now with great joy. But the well- 
grounded profpcft, which hope has, of 
finding in him infinite and everlafting 
blefTmgs, fhould lead us to rejoice in him 
with joy unfpeakable and full of glory* 
This profpeft has brightened the darkcft 
day : It has enabled fufFerers greatly to 
rejoice, when in hcavinefs through mani- 
fold temptations : It has fupported them 
under every fiery trial. Nothing could 
cxtingui(h the joy. It has lived, and 
triumphed in the martyr*s breaft, even in 
the agonies of the molt painful death. 
Faith reads, and with hope looks out for 
(and it is a hope that will never be afhamed) 
the accomplifhment of this faithful pro- 
mife — ** The ranfomed of the Lord fliall 
*• return and come to Sion with fongs> 
** and everlafting joy upon their heads, 
*' they ftiall obtain joy and gladnefs, and 
** forrow and fighing Ihall flee away." 

Doll thou find, O my foul, any of this 
holy joy ? Canft thou fing pfalms with 
the underftanding, with the heart, and 
with gladnefs in thy heart, rejoicing in the 
Lord ? Canft thou give thanks always for 

all 
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al] things unto God and the leather in- 
the name of our Lord Jefus Chrift ? This 
is the privilege of every true believer. 
Being faved from fin and hell, made an 
heir of God and a joint heir with Chrift, 
he has an intereft in all things ^ For they 
are all working together under God for 
his prefent and eternal good. While he 
lives by faith, he knows it, and has the 
comfort of it. His heart is kept in tune, 
and whatever befalls him, he has reafon 
to rejoice in the Lord his God. 

Thus the Lord would have his people 
to rejoice in him always. It is not only 
true in theory,, that they may, but it is 
alfo true in praftice, if the outward walk 
be in concord with the doftrine of the 
pfalms. This is another eflential part of 
pfalm fioging. The believer (hould live 
as he fings. His life fhould be in har- 
mony with his principles. If he fees the 
truth as it is in Jefus, and loves it, and 
rejoices in it, the effeft of all this will 
certainly be outward and vifible. The 
inward melody will be exprefled in his 
tempers and behaviour. There will be 
a confiftency throughout. As he lives^ 
fo he will walk^ by the faith of the Son 
of God. Praftice and principle will Iweet-^ 
\y accord. The fame found that comes 
fi:oai his lips cornea alfo from his heart. 
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and his whole life will be an unifon. His 
aftions fing, his tempers are in harmony^ 
his behaviour makes up the chorus, a- 
broad and at home, the mufic of his heart 
and life gives one certain note— Jefus is 
mine ALL — I live in him — on him — to 
him — I would have all within me to 
praife him, and all without me to fhew 
forth his praifes— rbleffings on him for 
ever and ever. Amen. 

If a man's life be not thus confiilent 
with his finging, he mocks God, he de- 
ceives his neighbour, and he gives the 
lie to his own words. A£lions are furcr 
evidences, than founds : For they difco- 
ver the fettled, and the laft purpofe of 
the mind. They fhew not only what a 
man talks of, but what he is determined 
to live by. The true charadler -cannot 
be known, but from them. God onljr 
fees the heart. We know what is in ic, 
by what comes out of it. We judge of 
the fountain from the dream. If the 
words and works be evil, fo is the heart: 
For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, 
murders, adulteries, fornications, &cc^ 
thefe are clear fadts to judge by. If 
fuch a man was to fing with a voice like 
an angel, it is a voice and nothing more. 
His aftions prove it to be mere air and 
empty found : Yea, they demonftrate, 

that 
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that his heart is in perfeft difcord with 
God. He fays one thing, and docs the 
contrary. He feems to praife God, as if 
he was happy in his love, but he cleaves 
to the world and (eeks his happinefs in it. 
He fings — " Whom have I in heaven 
" but thee," yet fhews his fupreme joy is 
in the earth. How can any thing, that 
fuch a man fings be an acceptable lervice^ 
while his heart and life are in direft op- 
pofition to the holy will of God ? A Jew 
can fing, a Turk can join in concert with 
him, an infidel may play well upon an 
Lnftrument, a company of Jews, Turks^ 
and infidels may perform the fined piece 
of mufic and with the moft harmonious 
founds. They may go through the ora- 
torio of the Mefliah without one difcord. 
But here is no melody to the l^ord. 
They have no defign to (hew forth the 
praifes oflmmanuel: And what is not 
done in faith, and to his glory is fin. 
Their mufic is as hateful to him, as any 
of their other vices : For SELF is the 
burden of their fong. They fing to pleafe 
themfelves, and to pleafe God is not in 
all their thoughts. O confider this, ye 
that come to church, and join in finging' 
the pfalms. Is it with you an ordinance 
of God ? Do you look upon it, as fuch^ 
and find it fuch ? Docs your undet&atvd- 
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^befe abufes I would particular^ mentmj 
and humbly propofe a remedy for each of 
them. 

COME of thefe may feem not worthy 
•^ of notice, they are fuch fmall matters; 
but I think there is nothing little in di- 
vine worfhip. The majefty of God enno- . 
bles, and exalts every part of it. He 
has commanded us to fing pfalms, and 
whatever he has been pleafed to com- 
mand, has his authority to enforce it: 
And whatever he has engaged to blefs> 
has his promife to make it the means of 
bleffing. In keeping of it there is at 
prefent great reward. His prefence will 
be in it, when it is rightly performed^ 
and he will render it efFeftuaL He will 
hear, he will accept, he will witnefs hi& 
acceptance of the praifes of his people : 
Therefore every thing relating to them 
fhould be done decently and in order. 
We Ihould always fing with a reverence^ . 
becoming the greatnefs and goodnefs of 
our God, in fuch a manner as may beft 
cxprefs our happinefs in his love, and 
as may tend molt to mutual edification. 

If 
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If thefe things be confidered, it will 
JJot be thought an indifferent matter. 
Whether the pfalms be fung at all, or 
how they be fung — whechcr with, or 
without any heart devotion, with or 
mthout any melody of the voice — whether 
evrery believer in the congregation fhould 
fing, or no — whether finging fhould be a 
trial of fkill, who can bawl loudeft — whe- 
ther the pofture Ihould not be expreffive 
as well as the voice — whether fuitable 
portions of the pfalms fhould be chofen, 
or the perfon who gives them out fhould 
be left to choofe them, often without any 
judgment — whether grace fhould be ex- 
crcifed in finging, or not — whether we 
fhould fing in order to increafe grace, or 
not — ^whether we fhould fing for amufe- 
ment, or for the glory of God. It is 
not s^ trifling matter — how you determine 
thofe points : They enter deep into an 
important part of religious worfhip, yea 
into a very high a<3: of ir, one in which 
we pay the nobleft fervice we can upon 
earth, and indeed the. nearefl we can 
come to the fervice of faints and angels. 
How then can it be an indifferent thing, 
whether a believer fings pfalms, or not, 
or whether or no he fings them with me- 
lody in his heart unto the Lord ? Certain- 
ly if he would pleafe God in finging, he 
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fhould attend to the fcripture rules before 
laid down for dire6ting his conducl, which 
compared with the analogy of faith will 
regulate every thing relating to the divine 
ordinance of pfalm finging. 

One great abufe is the general ignorance 
of the i ubjcft of the book of pfalms. No 
portion of God's wo:d is lefs known: 
Many in our congregation very feldom 
underftand what they are finging. They 
have not Chrift in their eye, nor his glory 
in their view : Although the defign of all 
thofe hymns is to defcribe the love of God 
to finners in Chrift Jefus. They all treat 
of him in fome view or other : For there 
are many extenfive, and all very glorious 
views, in which his perfon, offices, works 
and ways may be confidered. Some treat 
of his high praifes as God-man, defcribing 
his perfon, as the infinite treafury of grace 
and glory. Some celebrate thematchlefe 
deeds of his life, as the Lord our righ- 
teoufnefs, and the complete atonement 
made for fin by the facrifice of himfelf. 
Others in language and fentiments truly 
fublime fing the endlefs vicftories of his 
refurredlion, and the prevailing efficacy 
of his interceflion. Several of them treat 
of his moft blefled government, when he 
fets up his throne in the hearts of his will- 
ing people, and faves them from fin, and 

deaths 
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death, and every enemy: While others 
foretell the great day of the Lord, when 
lie will come to judge all flefli, will take 
his redeemed home, and the whole hea- 
ven fhall be filled with his glory. Be- 
fides, the pfalms treat of this wonderful 
pcrfon, not only from the beginning of 
time, but alfo from the agwi'of eternity ; 
They difcover the undertakings of his 
love before all worlds in the covenant of 
the Trinity*— his fulfilling the covenant 
engagements in time — and his bellowing 
covenant-bleiTings from henceforth and 
for ever. What an extenfive view do 
they give us of the loving kindnefs of 
Immanuel, reaching from everlafting to 
everlafting I And in all thefe refpefts the 
pfalms are of ineftjmable value with be^ 
licvers : For their uie the holy Spirit has 
recorded them; and herein they learn, 
what fentiments they are to form of God 
the Saviour, with what gratitude they 
ihould fpeak of him,' and with what holy 
joy they Ihould fing the triumphs of re* 
deeming love. The pfalms were fitted 
for this purpofe by infinite wifdom : For 
holy men of God fpake them as they were 
moved by the holy Ghoft : And they arc 
blefied for this purpofe, when with the 

apoftlc any one can fay, " .1 will fing 

" with 
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" with the Spirit, and 1 will fing with^ 
•* the undei Handing alfo." 

In order to remedy this great evil, I^ 
have prefixed the fubjeft of every pfaltn 
in this colledtion, that the congregation 
might have a key to the true fenfe, and 
each might know, what particular grace 
was to be ejierciled in finging it. This 
will help Ibmewhat to keep up harmony 
in the underftanding. But it will not 
be without fome dilcord, until the fub- 
jeA treated of in the book of pfalms be 
made very plain, and their application to 
Jelus Chrift be well fettled. For this 
end I have finiihed fome years ago a 
tranflation of the pfalms, with a treatife 
upon their ufe and defign : ft was com- 
puted to make two large volumes in oc^ 
tavo, entitled. An ejfay towards a new 
tranflation of the bible — In which 1 have 
been engaged, as opportunity has oflfered, 
above thirty years; but I fhould have 
publiihed nothing more of it in my life 
time, than this eflay, in which the tranfla- 
tion of the book of pfalms would have 
been given as a fpecimen of the' work. 
It has laid by me fo long, that I am not 
very fanguine about the publication. Yet 
if this little tra6t fhould be favorably re- 
ceived, and God fhould be pleafed to 

make 
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it ufeful : If fome providence fhould 
me Icifure to revife my papers, of 
I have no profpedl at prcfcnt, and 
Y flioiildthen appear to me likely to 
)te the honor of God, and the good 
; church, I fhould think it my duty 
my light fhine before men. Yet in 
md in every thing elfe, I do earneftly 
s^Not my will. Lord, but thine be 

other very great abufe arifcs from 
eating pfalm finging as becometh a 
! ordinance. There fhould be great 
t paid to what God has appointed, 
n the ufe of which he has promifed 
?et and to blefs his people. We 
lonly call thofe the means of grace^ to 

grace is promifed, and by which 
is received, and through which it is 
fed in the heart. Singing of pfalms 
loubtedly one of thofe means, but it 
ongfl us very much negledbed, and 

ufed, it is done in fo irreverent a 
;r, that the end of its infiitution is 
ttained. God, as has been already 
d, has enjoined, and enforced it by 
:ed commands. He has alfo afTigned 
afon of them, namely, that when- 
ce find ourfelves happy in him, he 
. tiave our joy to flow out this way. 
vhat more proper and fignificant ? 
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Singing is only exprefling outwardly the 
melody of the heart : And God has re- 
quired it of us, as a juft fervicc of praife. 
He has furnilhed us both with matter and 
words. He has given us a divine collec- 
tion of moft perfedt hymns. And when 
we ufe them in humble faith, God will 
render them the means of exciting, of pre- 
ferving, and of increafing pur holy joy : 
For the promife is — " The meek alfo 
fhall increafe their joy in the Lord, and 
the poor among men fhall rejoice in the 
** holy one of Ifrael.'* 

This promife has been made good in 
all ages. The blefling has come in the 
ufe of means. The church of Chrift in 
}}raifing him has found frelh reafon to 
praife him. While its happy members 
have been finging together, he has vouch- 
fafed to them his gracious prefence, and 
has given them fweet communications of 
his heavenly love. They have fung till 
their hearts burnt within them, inflamed 
with a fenfe of his goodnefs. Then they' 
had delightful experience of the pfalmift*s 
words — " Praife ye the Lord ; for it is a 
*' good thing to give thanks unto the 
" Lord, and to fing praifes unto thy name, 
" O moft high : For it is pleafant and 
" praife is comely." 

Reader^ 
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Reader, doll thou find it fo ? Is it a 
pleafure to thee to fing pfalms ? Doft thou 
fing them, as an ordinance P Doft thou in 
faith expeft a blefling upon thy finging ? 
And is it indeed to thee the means of grace ? 
If it be, ufe them more, and thou wilt find 
an increafing bleffing : If it be not, con- 
fider well what has been faid — repent of 
thine abufe of this precious ordinance — 
and pray for grace to obferve it to the 
honor of God, to the edification of others, 
and to the profit of thine own foul : The 
Lord give thee, a right underitanding in 
this matter. 

The negleft of it as an ordinance Has 
led many people entirely to neglcft it. I 
have fcarce ever feen a congregation, in 
which every one joined in finging. This 
is a very great abufe : Becaufe it is defeat- 
ing the end of God's inftitution. He 
commanded pfalms to be fung for mutual 
edification. It was to be the fervice of 
the whole church. All were to join -, 
whereas among us it is performed by fome 
few, and they are fometimes fet by them- 
felvcs in a finging gallery, or in a corner 
of the church, where they fing to be ad- 
mired for their fine voices, and ethers hear 
them for their entertainment. This is a 
vile proftitution of church mufic, and 

contrary 
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contrary to the letter and fpirit both of the 
old teftament and alfo of the new. 

The firft facred hymn upon record xm 
fling by Moles, and the children of Ifrad, 
in which Miriam, and all the women join^ 
ed, and fang the chorus. The fecond 
hymn mentioned is faid to be fung by the 
people of lirael without any diftinfijon. 
When the ark. was brought v^ to the city 
of David, he and all Ifrael played before 
God with all their might, and with fing- 
ing : Moft likely they fang the Ixviiith 
pialm accompanied with harps, and pfal- 
teries, and with timbrels, and with cym- 
bals, and with trumpets. David frequently 
fpcaks of finging plalms, as an ordinance 
i!i which every one fhould bear his part, 
that God might be glorified, and all might 
be edified — " Make a joyful noife unto 
" God, all ye lands •, fing forth the honor 

of his name, make his praife glorious. 

All the earth (hall worfhip thee, and 
" fhall fing unto thee, they fhall fing unto 
" thy name. O let the nations be glad, 
** and fing for joy, fing unto God, ye 

kingdoms of the earth : O fing praifes 

unto the Lord/* The fweet finger of 
Ifrael choofes this for his fubjed: — *• All 
" thy works fliall praife thee, O Lord, 

" and thy faints fliaU blefs thee" and 

he purfues it through the cxlviiith pfalmi 

He 
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begins with Hallelujah, and Intending 
to have a full chorus to join \nm in afchb- 
ing ail glory to God in the higheft, he 
calls upon the holy angels and the heavenly 
hofts to alfift ; then he addrefies himfelf to 
the a^ve powers in nature, which praife 
God by doing his wili and obeying.his de- 
cree ;. afterwards he calls upon the earth 
with every thing in it, and on it, animate, 
and inanimate : For thefe fulfill his com- 
mandments, and keep his laws, and fo 
praife him : At lad he comes to mankind, 
and requires high and low, kings and all 
people, princes and all judges of the earth, 
both young men, and maidens, old men 
and children, to join with him in prailing 
the name of the Lord: For his name 
alone is excellent, his glory is above the 
earth and heaven : He alfo exalteth the 
power of his people, the praife of all his 
faints, even of the children of Ifrael, a 
people near unto him. Hallelujah. 

This was the date of the cafe in the old 
teftament : And in the new we read of 
the very children among the Jews, who 
could with their underftanding fmg, 
** Hofanna to the fon of David, blefled 
•* is he that comcth-in the name of the 
" Lord, Hofanna in the higheft." They 
could apply to Chriil the ii8th pt^iYrA* 
And we know from prophane \uftoT^^ 

E x\v^x. 
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diat the firft Chriftians m all their meel- 
ingi uTed to ling che praifes of Jcfuu 
their God. They would not fie down » 
meaty or rife iu> without a plalm. JetiMit> 
(ays, you might have heard the plough' 
men and re^p»ers ih the fields fin^ag^ 
pfalms : Yea, feveral of them could itpoit' 
the whole book in Hehiew. Chufdi 
3u£bry relates many particulars upon diU 
Xub}eft. But the divine record is decifirCi^ 
it contains commands to fing, direfUons 
how to fing, and promifes to them who 
do fing aright, in the congregation. . 

I. As to the commands, one inftance 
may fufiice, becaufe they are fo frequendy 
repeated in the 95th pfalm •, the fubjed 
of which is fo plain, as not to need any 
title prefixcdto it. It treats of the praifo. 
of God the Saviour. The church being 
met together in one place, the members 
of it call upon one another' to join in- 
public finging of pfalms: They propofe 
to celebrate the ^reatnefs of the power 
and love of their Jefus. They know 
their own backwardnefs to this high duty; 
they find how unequal their beft praifes- 
are to the infinite glory of his pcrfon, and' 
how far thefe are below the vail debt,' 
which they owe him, therefore they ex-' 
hort one anotfier again and again to en- 
deavor to give him higher, ftiU highen 

thanks \ 
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s s but as they earinot jhffW fdtth III ' 
aife, they would therefore lehgdieH' 
le fong, and be continually elorify- 
im for the wmders, which lie hiis' 
far their falvatioh. For this pur- 
he holy Ghoft has put thofe wonfe 
beir nriouths. 

conie ye, and we yrill with loud 

1 praife Jehovah, We will make the 

3[ with finging to the ftrength of 
us : 
We will enter into his prefence t» 
im our hom^e, and we win make 
r ring with pfalms unto his praife : 
For Jehovah is the gr^t God, arid 
Pcat king above all (that is called) 
■ 

Becaufe under his power are the 
ft parts of the earth, and to him be-^ 
:he higheft parts of the mountains : 
Becaufe to him bdongeth the {ta^ 
€ made it, and his hands have formed 
ry land : 

O come then, we will proftrate our*' 
i^' we will bow down, we will bend 
3iees before Jehovah our maker : 
For he is our God, and we are the 
le under his paftoral care, and the 
under his protefti(Ai. 
isn the holy Ghoft encoul'a^es t\\etw 

Id^AAibisiheir confidence mCVinft^ 

E 2 arvd 



and the rejoicing of their hope firm qaid 
the end, as Heb. iii. 7, &c. ' 

. 8. This day, when ye (hall hear kis 
-voice, harden not your hearts as in the 
provocation (of your fathers) when they ■ 
tempted me in the wildernefs, 

9. For your fathers tempted me, thqr 
tried me, (through their unbelief) alchb' 
they faw my miraculous works : 

I o. Forty years long was I grieved with 
that generation, (they grieved the holy 
Spirit), and I faid. It is a people that do 
err in their heart, and they have not ac- 
knowlegcd my way (Chr ift) 

II. Wherefore I fware in my wrath, 
that they ftiould not enter into my reft- 

How clear and full is this authority! 
Here is an hymn given by the infpirarion 
of the almighty, in which believers en- 
courage and admoniih one another to fing 
pfalms, and to fing them Whenever they 
come with the great congregation . into 
the prefence of their Jefus, joining hearts 
and voices in his worihip and praife: 
Xhey fing earneftly, aloud, with thankf- 
giving, they repeat the fong, they>lbow 
down and bend the knee to the creator 
of the world and the fupporter of it, who 
is alfo their maker in an efpecial fenfej as 
he had made them new creatures by his 
regenerating Spirit, and thereby : taken 

them 
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into a covenant relation, he their 
. and they his people ) he their fhep- 
» and they his flock ; he making ample 
ifion for them, and they receiving it 
kfully at his hands; he fpeaking to 
I, and his (heep hear his voice and 
w him, not tempting Chrift as the 

tempted him in the wildernefs and 
•ed not into his reft, but they by bc- 
ng enter now into his reft, and by 
by into that reft, which remaineth 
he people of God. 

rom this fingle pafTage without men- 
ng others it is very evident, that fing- 
^falms in public worlhip is command- 
f God, but this will be clearer ftiU if 
veigh the 

Direftions given in fcripture con- 
ing the finging of them. Thefe have 
1 mentioned before in the fifth chapter, 
read in the book of pfalms, that fing- 
in the worfhip of God is the fervice 
le renewed mind, and of the rejoicing 
t. The man, who is enabled by 
rving to fee his onenefs with Jefus, 
to enjoy the Father's love in him, 
fing, as the fweet pfalmift of Ifrael 
with his underftanding and with all 
heart: He will rejoice in the Lord- 
be glad in the God of his falvation : 
very way, that he can, and with every 

E 3 i^KxiXv^v 
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faculty, he will endeavor to ezprefi Ik 
happinefs in God. - 

We meet with feveral paflages to the 
fame purpofe in the n^w teftament, io 
which there are very particular rules Ivd 
down for finging. Thus the apoftle fpeak- 
ing in his own perfon dire£ts the Connthi- ^ 
ans, how they might pray and praife with 
profit. ^^ If I pray in an unknown tongue 
** my fpkit prayeth, but my underftand- 

in^ is unfruitful. What is it then ? I 

will pray with the fpirit^ and I inU 
^^ pray with the underftanding alfo: I 
^^ will fing with the fpirit, and I will fing 
^^^ with the underftanding aIfo»'' that m]^ 
whole foul may be engaged in giving of 
thanks, and that others may be edified. 

He enlarges upon this to the Ephefians: 
He propofes Hinging of pfalms 33 d»e sneaoa 
of being filled with the Spirit, and ihevs 
what fort of finging was moft likely to do 
thiss namely ufing icripture hymns, fcrip- 
ture pfalms, and fcripture fongs indited 
by the holy Spirit, and then he prefcribes 
the manner of finging, believers wefc ta 
ibeak audibly with their voices to one ano* 
ther, and with their hearts to the Londt 
fo that they might make melody vitix 
both, and they might always and for all 
things be giving of thanks to God and the 

FasfaVft 




: in the name of oui^ Lord JefiB> 

• 

c fame direftions are given to the 
ians : The apofUe would have the 
3f Chrift to dwell in them richl^r in 
idom both of theory and praAioe : 

this end he advifes them to trv to 
oiif another by finging of pfauns. 
were to aim at mutual teaching 
.dmonition, fioging with grace in 
learts unto the Lord» and whatever 
lid in word or deed all was to be 
n the name of the Lord Jefus, giv- 
tanks to God and the Father ' by 

1 the apoftle James lays down a ge- 
rule without any exce{>tion9 that 
ver a believer is happy in God» it 
duty and his privilege to expreft it 
;ing of pfalms, both as a proper ac-- 
egement to the Lord for his good- 
ie alfo as the moft likely means to 
rt -and to increafe this holy joy-«^ 
ny of you in a happy framei let 

I fing plalms..'^ 

fhefe cotnniands and direfliom are 
r enforced by the promifes made, to 
; of pfalms. All the commands x£ 
MVe a promife included .in them, 
cy foppoie that whenever the coHd- 
;4uc kept in faiths they will be^ao- 

E 4 cc^^ 
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cepted in and through Chrift Je&s. Witt 
rclpcA to God himfclf to whofc praife and 
glory we iing them, he declares — ^^ Them 
•* that honor me, I will honor,** We 
certainly honor him by finging of pialnuh 
He has appointed this fcrvice : He his 
revealed the hymns which we are to fing,: 
And in ufing them we wait on him in hii 
own means for his promifed blefTing, 
which he will not deny to thofe who g^ye 
him all the honor of what they are in 
Chrift, and of what they do by the Spirit 
of Chrift. When they afcribe to him alt 
his glory, he will accept the facrifice of 
praile, and will manifeft his acceptance 
of it. 

With refpeft to the brethren, the pro- 
mifes are many and great — fuch .as*^ 
Singing pfalms together is the means of 
exercifine and increafing the graces of the 
Spirit, otmaking the word ofChrift dwdl 
more richly in tnem, of teaching and of 
admonilhing one another, and thus givw 
ing and receiving mutual edifica£ion. O 
come and praife the Lord with me^ 9Ai 
let us magnify his name together, keeping 
up the conununion of faints in this Bi wtM 
as in every other ordinance. ;• . .; v 

With refpetSt to ourfelves it is the meam 
of preferving holy joy in the heart. 1£ 
any one be (cn&ble of God'« iofinice low to 

hia 
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hh (bul, this is the proper expre/Tion of 
it: And if it be exprefled with an humble 
and thankful heart, this is the right way 
to increafe joy in God. It is the fame 
where they have attained to the fulnefs of 
joy. There the faints fing without ceafing; 
The fong which they begun upon earth 
will be continued in heaven, and it will 
be their perfect happinefs to fing for ever 
and ever the praifes of God and the 
lamb. 

Confider thofe authorities, ye that have 
flighted this ordinance. Has it been the 
uniform praftice of the church of God in 
all ages to join in fmging his praifes i Was* 
k by his exprcfs command ? Has he given, 
us a coUe&ion of hymns, the very words 
which we are to fing ? Has he promifed 
to accept our thanks and praifes, and 
while believers have been offering them 
with grateful hearts,, has he conftaotly 
nade them the means of increafing their 
joy in the Lord ? Was it for the benefit 
ox others, that the church mi^t receive 
tdifying,. and that each might bear hi» 
part by fltirring up and exciting thank-^ 
syinefa ttt one another i Q do not thenn 
jieg1e& fuch a blefled. ordinance r But ra- 
dier pray the LiOtd to enable you to re«* 
j{Hce with them t^at rejoice, to fing with' 
ihcm. .that fiog«. .Mave you not merc^ 
t E 5 ' x*^^ 
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to aflc ? Why then will you not joM dft 
church in afking i Have you not mttdm 
•ut of number to thank God fen:? Vtba 
then will you not take your part in praii 
ing him for his goodneu i Why wilt yon 
rob yourfelf of the pleafure of doine iti 
Why will you not psofit your neighbor f 
And why will you not give God the ffloF]^ 
due unto his. holy name r Be af&irod itbe^ 
Cometh you well to be thankful at ill 
times and in all places,, efpecially in tht 
great congregation.. May you have yeuf' 
&are in the fervice, and your &are in tMt 
blefiing promifed to it. 

If you are convinced it is part of die 
public worfhip of God, in which you am 
required to join> as much.as in the prayers 
or in hearing the word, then take- heed 
you join properly. You may fing, and: 
yet greatly abufe this holy ordinance*. 
There aire many fingers in the church,' 
who take no pains either to keep the 
time, or to follow the tune, and who 
thereby jhew they think it of no confe* 
^uence, how the praifes of the moil high 
God are fung. Solomon difiered* muHsh 
from themi. He thought it a great petu 
fe&ion in praifin^ God, that among die 
many thoufands of voices and inftrUfneAts^. 
whigh were founding forth his prufe at 
ue om^i there was not a fiAgk^ diftoai 
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ti^. be heard. The fcriptufc has takeo* 
notice of it— *^ They aU gaye one ibuod/*^^ 
Why ihould DOC we do the fame ? Nayt . 
b it not the pradkice of the people .of the 
world ? Will they fuffer duoords in any 
c^ their concerts i A public performer 
Would only rife in repute with them, as* 
be plays or fings well. Chriftian, con** 
(ider this. Shall they for their marc 
amufement ftudy to have their mufic free 
from every thing ofFenfive to the ear ? And 
(ball not we be equally careful ? More 
sfpecially as we fing to the honor of God 
and to the edifying of the brethren. . Wc 
have a moft noble fubjeA — divine matter 
-—divine words : We fing of one Lord 
with one faith ■ ' O for harmony in fome* 
meafure fuitable! It is much to be wifhed.. 
t hope it will be attained. Let me 
earnefUy recommend it to every one to 
Gng, and to all who do fing, to. learn t^^ 
Sngwell; andtiil you do, endeavor to a*- 
iroid another matter of. offence. . 

. There are many in our congregations^ 
ivho feem to thidc they fing beft, whco^ 
t&cy fing loudeft. You may fee them^ 
)fcen ftrain themfelves with fkouting» till' 
ibeic faces are as red as fbarkt. The 
ifQifb fingers commonly offimd this way* 
A bad, coarfe voice, quite oiat ef twne ia> 
lor be hcaad above aU^ and. iniLttikje tkr 
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lead in the congregation : And wheneiret 
a number of fuch meet together in- thdt 
fliouting humor^ they put all imo cooi- 
fufion. They diforder thofe, who wobU 
fing with feeling and afl^ion. Thif. 
drown the muTurai voices of good fingeoc 
They offend the outward peopk. • Ani 
they do no good to themfelves: Satfaff 
entirely defeat the end of finging. tf 
thefe lines fhould fall into the hands of 
any, who are fenfible they have offended 
in this way, I would beg of them to rs- 
form this abufe. Examine your modvt 
—Why would you be uppermoft in die 
congregation ^ Is your voice the beft) 
Do you think fo ? Afk one, who is a 
judge i Perhaps he may peffuade you, i 
wi(h 1 could prevail with you, to fing 
lower. Indeed if you once come to fed 
what you fing, you will reform yourielfi 
A great part of your finging will then bd 
between* God and your own foul ; yod 
will try to keep up melody in your hearti 
and that will mend >both ' your voice and 
ju<^ment. However it will certainly piit 
you upon trying to pleafe both 0od ^lA 
man in finging. : ^>' * . ><i/: i dli : i-, 
* There is another very great and coai^ 
mon abufe, which confiftsm the- choke 
of improper portions. ^ The perlbn, tb 
whofe ju(%men£<h)s is left^ is aotalwajDa 
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itie* of tht wifeft in the congregationii 
iie xnHy noc^underftand the pfaTm^. He 
nay imiapply ' and iptx^hane them. It is 
im airanD thing ror him ta ri^e them 
pevfooal, and to apply the glorious things 
Spoken of Chrift to trifling parilh bufinels; 
i:iiave heard' the quarrels among neigh*- 
bors fung over on fundays. The clerk 
lias chofen fomei paflaj^, applicable en^ 
sirely to the enemies of the Lord and his 
Chrift, and has moft grofly perverted iL 
The congregation had nothing to do with 
the difpute, and yet it was brought before 
them, and they were called upon in an 
ordinance to intereft themfelves in it. No 
doubt, this and fuch like abufes are a 
very great infult upon God's word and 
ordinance, and ought to be reformed. 
The people jQiould underftand the pfalm, 
which they are going to fing, and mould 
be well acquainted with its relaiioa to 
Jefus Chrift. They are- all required to 
join ; and therefore fuitable portions ihould 
be choiibn, in which all or the greateft part 
of them ai^ interefted. They fhould fing 
with one mind, and one heart, as well as 
in one tune ■: For which end the know- 
kge^of the pfalm^ and of whom and of 
what it treats are abfolutely necefTary. 
How can any one fing aright unto the 
l4»d witter g^ace in his heart,, unlefs ho 



WKbrftaiub, whether the fblm rektettti 
frayer of dunk^vin^t to. aikingtiuardBl 

God, or praiiuig him for. thoi^ wim 
grace was to be ejee rcifed in fihgngi^fakh 
•rhope, or love» and what biefliilgiwai 
to be cxpeded from it? Thcfe thingk^ 
&ould be well known, that fingbig ma)r 
be a reaibnable icmcc^ and the mcans^ei 
prace. And to. render it fuch I hate cob 
lofted portions fuitable to naoft cafes of.a 
chriftian's experience^, and have alio pr6» 
fixed the fufageS: of each^ I have alfo points 
ed out to the believer with what frame of 
mind to fing,. and what benefit to look 
for ftom the word of prtmiife in fingingi. 

1 wifh the attempt may help to make the 
ordinance better ol^erved, and then I aok 
dire it will be more bleiTed. ' 

There is another thing relating to the 
pfahns, 1 cannot call it an. abufe t For k 
is a total negledl of them. They are 
quite rejedted in many . congregations,, m^ 
if there were no fuch hymns- given by the. 
infpiration of God, and as if they were 
not left for the uie of the church acd to be 
fung in the congregation. Human cqiih 
poficions are prdferred to dirine. Man^ 
poetry is eiidted above the poetry of the* 
holy Ghoft. Is this right } The hymHtf 
which he revealed for the ufe mv d^. 
churchy that we mig^ hara words :fiDbr 
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•bte to the praifes of Immanud, are ^imt 
lee afide : By wbick means the \9ord of 
man has got a preference in the churck: 
aboT« the word of God, yea fo far as to 
cxeiudeit entirely from public worllup« 
It it not difficult to account for this ftrange 
praftice. Our people had loft fight of 
the meaning of the pfalms. '^^^J old not 
fee their relatio» to Jefus Chrift. This 
happened when vital religion began to- 
decay among us^ more than a century ago. 
It was a gradual decay, and went on, till, 
at laft there was a general complaint a- 
gainft Sternhold and Hopkins. Their 
tranflation was .treated, as poor flat ftuff. 
The wits ridiculed it. The pn phane 
blafphemed it. Good men did not de^ 
fend it. Then it fell into fuch contempt, 
that people were ready to receive any thing 
in its room, which looked rational and 
was poetical. In this ficuation the hymn- 
makers find the church, and they are 
fufiered' to thruft out the pfalms to makd 
way for their own compofitions : of which 
they have fupplied us with a vaft variety, 
Golle6^ion upon colkftion, and in ufe too, 
new hymns ftarting up daily — appendix. 
added to appendix — lung in many congre- 
sations, yea admitied by very high pro* 
Mflbrs to fuch a degree, that the pfalms 

are become quite cwfokte, . and tVve ^^^ 
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ing of them is now almoft as defpicabk 
annong the modern religious, as it wat 
fiime time ago among the prophane. 

I know this is a fore placc,.and I wouU 
touch it gently, as gently as I caa with 
any hope of doins good. The value of 
poems above pfalms is become lb greai^. 
and the fuiging of mens words, lb as quitt 
to call out the word of God,, is become fir 
univerraL(except in the church, of England) 
that one Icarce dare /peak upon the fub^ 
jedt : Neither would I, having already: 
met with contempt enough for preferring 
God*s hymns to man's hymns ; if a high 
regard for God's mod blefled word did 
not require me to bear my teftimony, and 
if I did not verily believe, that many real 
chriftians have taken up this pradice 
without thinking of the tendency of rt, and 
when they come to confider the matter 
carefully, they will rather thank me, than 
cenfure me for freedom of fpeeclu Lec 
me obferve then,, that I blame no bo(fy 
for tinging humaa compofitions. I dp not : 
think itfmful or unlawf ul,fo the matter be 
fcripturak My complaint is ag^inft pR{- 
ferring mens poems to the. good wordLo£ 
God, and preferring them, to it in- tha 
church^ I have no. quarrel with Dr. 
Watts^ or any living or dead ver Gfier. i. 
wxuld not wi0x all their poems burpt^; 
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rfy concern is to fee chriftian congrrg«-' 
HOns (hut out divinely infpired pfalms, 
nd take in Dr. Watts's flights of fancy; 
s if the words of a poet were better than 
he words of a prophet, or as if the wit 
if a man was to be preferred to the wif- 
Ibm of God. When the church is met 
ogether in one place^ the Lord God has 
nade a provifion for their fongs of praife 
—a large colieaion, and great variety — 
.nd why fliould not thefe be ufed in the 
hurch according to God's exprefs ap- 
lointment ? I fpeak not of private people, 
N" of private finging-, but of the church 
n its public fervice. Why fhould the 
Ht>vifion whidi God has made be lb far 
Mpifeds as to become quite out of ufe? 
iVhy fhould Dr. Watts, or any hymnp- 
naker not only take the precedence of the 
ibly Ghoft, but alfo thruft him entirely 
Hit of the church ? Infomuch that the 
*hymcs of a man are now magnified above 
:he word of God, even to the annihilating 
)f it in many congregations. If this be 
ight, men and brethren, judge ye. Ex- 
imine with candor the evidence, . which 
:^ determined my judgment, fo far as it 
SiConclufive may it determine yours. 
. Firft,thepfalms are the word of God, 
mth which no work of man's genius aan 
9e compared. His attributes ace mantfcft 
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in every page^ and prove the Butfaor # 
be divine. His infinite 'wxfiiom flim^ 
throughout — his goodnels appears to bt 
matchleTs-^—his truth in every titde ai- 
fallible — his power almighty to bleft Ac 
hearing, reading, and finging of his ^onL 
None that trufted in it was ever afluuned : 
For his faithfulnefs to it can never fiifl. 
The word of the Lord has beeo tried, and 
in very great difficulties, yea in &cmu% i 
impoflibilities, but it was always made 
good. In every trial he ^' magnifisd I& 
word above all his name," he made it tit 
means of bringing glory to his name and 
nature^ and every perfe6bion. in deity Ini 
been exalted by tbe fahhfulnefs otG^i 
to his word. In this view of cho piSdiaSi 
what is there to be put in competidte |j 
with them ? What maa is like tteir m^ li 
thor ? What poetry is to be compared: 
with the pfalms of God i Who can .make 
the finging of any human, verfes aa oidf- 
Bance, or give a bleffing m them, luchfiA 
k^promiied and is given to the fin^nft id( 
pfalms ? For what reafon then are atf 
fet afide ia the church j Why are f the 
words of man's geniua pre&sred.to'dK 
words of infpiration ? Singing a£ ^pfidn 
is commanded by divine jiuthority, ^d 
commanded as a part of diviiie worfiiip^ 
aotieft to neon's wifiiom, how to providb 

fee 



or it, but it is exprefly provided for in 
tic good word of God. And is not great 
ontempt. put upon this infinitely wile 
»roTii]on, when it is quite difufed in the 
liurch, and man's word is preferred to 
t ? What would you think of them, who 
bould throw afide all the fcripture, and 
icver read it at all in the congregation ? 
knd is it not;in offence of the like nature, 
otally to negleft a part, a chief part of 
c^ which was recorded for the ufe of the 
hurch, and in which its members were 
o- fing the high praifes of their God i It 
I hereby treated as ufelefs and good for 
kothine. A very ^fs affront is put up- 
in the love and wifdom, which revealed 
his divine colleAion of hymns, and the 
church is deprived of the bleffing pro- 
mfed to the fingins of them, whereby it 
B robbed of one oF its choiceft treafures. 
f any thing be facfilcge this is. The 
ifidms are ftolen out of the church, and 
faereby the men^bcMare deprived of the 
de0iflgs promiied to the fiaging of them : 
^r God will not 'giTe you the end, if 
rou negled the means.- Frequent are his 
commands in the old teflament to fing 
sjakiis, and we have feveral in the new ^ 
?or inftance, " Let the word" (not fomc-t 
hing befides it) but the word of Chrift 
tfelf dwell in you richly in all wiftlomv 
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teaching and admoniihine one another iii 
pfalms and hymns and Ipiritual ibngs-^ 
thefe are not different things, but difieitM 
names for the fame colleAion of pfalmi 
as they treat of different fubje£ks. Pialim 
in praife of Immanuel, fuch efpecially tt 
have Hallelt^ah at the beginning or en4 
are called hymns, and the pfalms whic^ I 
relate to the fpiritual things of Chrift add 
his kingdom, have the title of fong ftt 
before them by the holy Spirit, fuch bb^^ 
7, 1 8, 30, 45, 46, 4», 65, 66, 67,68y 
75» 76, 83, 87, 88,. 9^2, 108^ from iw 
(o 1 3-5^ Thefe hymns and fpiritual lbng$ 
were part of the fcripture, and part of m 
pfalms, fcripture hymnsi and fcnptuie I 
fongs \ for the word of Chrift in Gnging I 
them was to dwell in them richly*; not 
man's word, but Chrift's, and when the 
apoftle is fpeaking of them altogether, he 
calls both the hymn and fpiritual &og a 
pf;ilm. We render the word 4^^ 
making melody, but-it means iinging the 
pfalm, and is -as if be had faid — whea 
you ufe a hymn to the praife of God,, er 
a fpiritual fong to any fpiritual purpoft 
^ng the pfalm To that one may teach, and 
adnionifli the other. It was a fervioe in 
which each is commanded to< join, and 
each., was to endeavor in it to profit the 
other. They were to try i> to (ing with 

the; 
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nekxly of the heart to the Lord, as 
le fame time to confulc each other's 
t, that while the Ix)rd was glorified 
:hurch might receive edifying. Here 
full authority for the ule of pfalms in 
church, and a very clear diredtion 
to fing them, and as following this 
3:ion was the divine means of making 
Novd of Chriil to dwell richly in he- 
irs, how poorly mud it dwell in them, 
flight and defpife the command, 
fo far as never to fing any pfalms at 

' any real chriflian would attend to 
rcafoning, how can he oppofe it? 
e is a colle6lion of hymns appointed 
)e fung in the church by divine au- 
ity ', but the authority is defpiled, and 
coUeftion is thrown afide. It comes 
1 the infpirationof the Almighty, but 
church entirely refufcs to ufe it; is 
this doing defpite unto the Spirit of 
:e ? The coUeftion is large and very 
icular in fetting forth the praifes of 
adoreable Immanuel ; is it not a grofs 
3nt to him to fing none of the praifes 
he words which the holy Ghoft teach- 
as if any praifes were good enough 
him, or as if he could be praifed bet- 
in the words, which mans wifdom 
:Heth. Men and brethren, confider 
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ivheriier this be not a vcrjr grofs aflAroBt 
to the word of God, to the Spiric of God; 
and to the Son of God. C«nfider i^ H^* 
and the Lord give you a right underftan^ 
ing in this matter. 

Secondly, The finging of mens poeimii' 
the church and fetting afide the pGdmi 
given by infpiration of God is cootruy^ 
to the prophecies of the old teftamen^ 
and is an attempt to defeat them. Thef 
defcribe the ftate of the gofpel churcfaf 
and declare there ihould be great joy and 
gladnels found in it; particularly tfaej! 
mention finging of pfalms, as the outward 
expreflion of their inward joy in the Lord. 
Thus we read i Chron. xvi. 23, 24. 
^^ Sing unto the Lord all the earth, fhew 
^^ forth from day to day his falvation : 
^^ Declare his glory among the heathen, 
^^ his marvellous works among all the na- 
^^ tions :" Of the fame thing ^aketh the 
prophet Ifa. Ivi. 6, 7. *' Alfo the fens 
^^ of the ftranger that join themfelves to 
" the Lord to ferve him, and to love the 
^^ name of the Lord, to b^ his fervants, 
** even every one that keepeth the fab- 
^^ bath from polluting it, and taketh hold 
** of my covenant, even them will I 
bring to my holy mountain, and make 
them joyful in mine houfe of prayer 1 
^ their, burnt oiferings and their iacri- 

** ficcs 
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ics &all be accq>ted upon mine altar: 
^r mine houfe fhall be called an houle 
prayer for all people/' How this 
was to be exprefled is mentioned in 
n xcv. The prophet (hews how be- 
rs (hould ftir up one another to re- 
in linging pfalms: And St. Paul 
this was written of the new teftament 
ch. According to his explanation of 
)falm given in the 3d and 4th chap* 
of the Hebrews, the holy Ghoft here 
for the fokmn worfhip or our Saviour, 
requires him to be praifed with pfalms : 
3reiies this duty together with public 
er, ver. 6, 7. and then demands obc- 
: attention to the word of God, againit 
h no man fhould harden his heart 
jgh unbelief: From whence it appears, 
praifing God folemnly, with Tinging 
ns, with public prayer, and with hear- 
he word are ftill the ordinances of 
(t, and are to continue to day, even 
^ it is called to day, unto the end of 
vorld. Thefe prophecies have been 
led. The bleffed gofpel has brought 
md gladnefs into heathen lands, and 
very day pfalms have been fung, and 
re offering of praife has been prefent* 
nto the Lord, and it will be prefented 
him fo long as there is a true church 
I earth. What then fhall we think of 
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thoic pretended reformers, who have turn- 
ed die pi'alnis out of the church, aad who- 
arc acting as if they, would try to defeat 
diclc prophecies? I wiQi they may not be 
found fighting againft Gcxi : For they can- 
not ilop their accomplilhment. His word 
cannot be broken. As long as the earth 
<hall continue, pfalms fhall be lung in the 
ib.urch of Chriljt: In it there will always 
be found thankfgiving and the voice of 
melody, and thefe will be expreffed in 
God's own way, in the matter and words 
and form of God*s own appoLntment. 

Confider this, ye who believe the fcrip- 
turts to be the word of God : If you obey 
from the heart the form of doftrine there- 
in delivered, you will begin to reafon 
thus, yea methinks I hear one of you fay 
— Since God by his Ibvereign grace has 
put a new fong in my mouth, it adds to 
n)y joy, that he has revealed the very 
words in which he would have me to 
praife him. He has foretold that the gol- 
pel fhould be received among the heathen, 
and that it Ihould produce fuch efFefts as 
I now experience. Glory be to him, he 
lias made me happy in Jelus, and my hap- 
pinefs is not only kept up, but 1 find it 
increafes, by finging the infpired pfalms 
of the holy Ghoft. Whoever leaves off 
the finging of pfalms, God forbid I ftiould 

be 
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: of that number. I hope never to aft 
contrary to the honor of God, and to 
le profit of mine own foul. 
Thirdly, Of the fame fentiments has 
ten the church of Chrift in all ages : 
V^hich is a ftrong argument in favor of 
falm finging. We know from very clear 
rftimony, that the pfalms were fung in 
le temple until its final deftruftion. We 
re certain, that Chrift made ufe of the 
falms. His apoftles followed his ex- 
mple. The churches of Corinth, and 
Lphelus, and Colofs, made the finging of 
falms part of their public worfhip. Such 
f the twelve tribes as were fcattercd a- 
Toad, being perfecuted for Chrift's fake, 
id fing pfalms when they were in an 
appy frame : For they were commanded 
3 tio it by the apoille James. The 
hurch hiftory affords abundant evidence 
f the ufe of the pfalms in every country 
onverted to the faith,, and of their being 
jng in the church, as a part of public 
rorfhip. This has been the cafe in every 
ge without interruption. The primitive 
hriftiansfung in all their church-meetings, 
lufebius fays, in the fecond century, they 
jng pfalms in praife of Chrift and his 
eity. In the time of Juftin Martyr in- 
Tumental mufic was aboliflied, and he 
ighly commends finging with the voice. 
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becaufe fays he, pfalms with organs aod 
cymbals are fitter to pleafe children^ than 
CO in(lru£k the church. In the third century 
we read much of pfalm finging. Arius 
was complained of as a perverter of tkis 
ordinance. St. Auguftine makes it an 
high crime in certain heretics, that they 
fung hymns compofed by human wit 
The fenfe, in which the church of Chrift 
underilood this fubjefl:, has been, till of 
late years, always one and uniform. Now 
we leave the antient beaten path. But 
why ? Have we found a better ? How 
came we to be wifer, than the prophets, 
than Chrift, than his apoftles, and the 
primitive chrillians, yea than the whole 
church of God ? They with one confcnt 
have fung pfalms in every age. Here I 
leave the reader to his own reflections. 
There is one plain inference to be made 
from hence, none can eafily miftake it: 
May he fee it in his judgment, and follow 
it in his praftice. 

Fourthly, Singing of pfalms in the 
church is an ordinance, commanded of 
God, prophecied of in the old teftament, 
and hitherto fulfilled in the new. That 
pfalm finging is one of the means of grace 
has been fhewn before. It is part of pub- 
lic worlhip, enjoined of God, and to 
which he has promifed his blelling. Now 
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when you lay afide pfalms in the churcli, 
you at the fame time call out the ordi- 
nance*: For they are infeparably one. The 
pfalm is the ordinance. Your praftice 
^aks, as if you faid — *' We will negieft 
" the means of increafing our joy in God : 
^* For we want no growing love to him, 
** nor frclh communications of his love 
** to us.** Surely this is the language of 
thofe perfons, who live in the conltant 
negle6t of one of the divine ordinances. 
<jod appointed it in vain as to them. 
They make no more ufe of the pfalms 
than if there were no fuch hymns in being. 
And is not this oppofing his authority ? 
Is it not ungrateful to throw away his ap- 
pointed means, and to think you can pleafe 
him better, with finging your own poetry, 
than his ? Is it not hurtful to yourfelves? 
For in feeking the promifed bleding in the 
way of will-worihip, you certainly cannot 
find it. Becaufe 

Fifthly, The bleffing is promifed to the 
ordinance. You cannot have the end 
without the means. The pfalms were re- 
vealed, that we might in finging them 
exprefs our joy in God, and thereby im- 
prove it. They were for the cxercife of 
grace, and for the increafe of grace ; that 
we might fing with grace in our hearts, 
9nd wake one another s hearts warrant >a>j 

F 2 Citv^wv^* 
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finging. The word is one of the means 
of grace : By hearing it faith cometh j by 
conllant hearing faith is eftdblifhed. If 
the word was never heard, how could 
faith come ? If the word be entirely neg- 
ledlcd, how can faith grow ? Prayer is 
one of the means of grace : It is appoint- 
ed in order to keep up communion with 
God, and to bring down daily fupplics of 
mercies from him : Could thefe be had 
without afking ? Certainly they could not. 
Singing of plhlms is alfo one of the means 
of grace, how can the blefiing proniifed 
to the means be received, if no pfalras be 
fung ? What fort of a church would it 
be, in which the word was never read, 
nor prayers, nor finging of pfalms, nor 
any means of grace ufed Pit could not be 
a church of Chrift : Becaufe his prcfencc 
with, and his bleflings to his people are 
promifed to them in the ufe of the means. 
The blefling accompanies the ordinance, 
and is promifed unto it ; God has 
joined them together, and they muft not 
be put afunder. He will give honor, he 
doe3 give honor to his own means. He 
makes them anfwer the end of their infti- 
tution. When the pfalms are fung in 
faith, they do rejoice the heart. The 
holy Spirit blefles the finging, and caules 
mutual joy to abound, which is 
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Sixthly, Another reafon for preferring 
divine pfalms to man's poems. The pfalms 
were for church fervice. When the mem- 
bers met, we read of their finging toge- 
ther both in the old teftament and in the 
new. It was their joint offering of praiie. 
The pfalms were appointed to be fung in 
the congregation, that one might admonifti 
another, which we do, by joining with 
them, by making the word of Chrift dwell 
more richly in them, and by excrcifing 
their- graces with ours. Thus we fliew 
our fellowfhip in the gofpel. When we 
all fing the fame pfalm, it is as if the church 
had but one mouth to glorify God. And 
we never ^njoy more of the " prefence of 
God, than while we are thus praifing him * 
together with thankful hearts^ The Lord, 
who inftituted the ordinance, promifcd 
this blefling to it : He would have be- 
lievers to teach and to exhort one another, 
but it was in finging his own" pfalms : And 
when they do, he has met them and bleflcd 
them, and always will : He has lifted up 
the light of his loving countenance upon 
them, and has refrefhed their hearts with 
the joy of his falvation. 

'Perhaps thefc fentiments may arife from 
my great attachment to the word of God,, 
with ^hich others may not be affedted as 
I- am : For 1 am perfuaded it is not poQi- 

F 3 V^^ 
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ble for me to fet too high a value upon 
the holy fcriptures — as the revelation of 
the will of God, I want words to exprefi 
my refpeft for them — as the revelation of 
his good will in Jefus, I reverence them 
next to himfelf. What more precious f 
"What more delightful ! They are indeed 
more precious than gold, yea than much 
fine gold : And the pfalms are fwceter 
than honey, yea than the honey dropping 
from the comb. I find them fo. " They 
are my daily ftudy and daily delight. I 
do not boaft", but praife. The more I 
read, the more I admire them. . The de- 
fcription of Jefus in them is fweet i The 
meditation of him is fweeter than all other 
fweets. It often tailes fo much of heaven, 
that it feems to me I cannot poffibly be^ 
ftow fo much admiration upon the pfalms^ 
as they deferve. If you have not fuch 
exalted fentiments of the pfalms, I heartily 
wifli you may : For the glory of God in 
the perfon of Jefus Chrift ftunes no where 
brighter than in them. The Lord the 
Spirit enable you to fee it, that you may 
fing the high praifes of Jefus with grow- 
ing afFeftion, and may become every day 
more enamored with his infinite loveli- 
nefs. 

If any one be offended at my freedom 
of fpeech> I am forry for it. I thought 

Ihad 
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id liberty to give mine opinion, efpc^ 
[y in a matter, wherein the honor of 
I and of his word required me tq ipeak 
nly. Let this be mine apology. If 

are not convinced, if you will ftiU 
; human compofitions in preference ta 
ine 't pray do not quarrel with me. I 
a man of peace. Go on your way» 

let me go on mine. Let me fing 
i's pfalmS) and you may fing any body'a 
ins. I have borne my teftimony. 
"give me this once, and do not fail 
jxercife that charity towards me which 
withftanding all that I have faid, I do 

gladly exercife towards you. 
There are feveral abuiies among us re- 
ve to the mufic, which I wilh to fee 
>rmed, and fome of which I would 
nt out. We have many good pfabn 
es, excellently compofed and fitted 

public worfhip. Thele ihould be 
lied, in order that they may be well 
g, and properly applied — Sung well u> 
lid the tedious drawling manner in ufe 
moil of our churches, which gives of« 
cie to worldly people, and makes the 
inance dull and heavy to believers— 
ij^/y applied^ and fuited to the fubjeft,. 
t the found may as near as poffible 
>reis the fenfe: For want of under- 
iding or attending to this, we very 

F 4 K>f \RVSt 
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often hear a light tune to a mournful 
prayer, and heavy mufic fet to a joyful 
pfalm, which arc grievous difcords. In 
the fervice of God every thing fhould be 
folemn. Our own minds require it, as 
well as his greatnefs; but clpecially in 
praifing him, we fhould try to fhut out 
whatever would diftradt us, or diflionor 
him. When the heart is affedled, or de- 
fires to be duly afFefted with a fenfe of 
the exceeding riches of his mercy in Jcfus, 
the pfalm and the tune fhould help to 
excite, and to keep up the heavenly 
flame. If the pfalm be prof>er for this 
purpofe, the tune fhould not defeat it. 
This was much fludied in the primitive 
church. They had great fimplicity in 
their pfalm finging, which we are told 
was corrupted by the heretics. Com- 
plaint is made particularly of Arius, that 
he perverted finging into an entertain- 
ment. He had a taite for mufic, and he 
compofed feveral light frothy tunes, by 
which he fought to pleafe trifling people, 
who with him neither loved the God, nor 
the praifcs of the God of the chriflians. 
Herein he fucceeded. His mufic was 
admired, and did a great deal of hurt. 
Let us take warning from hence. As far 
as we can, let our praifes of God be fung 
with fuch mufic as will folemnize our 

hearts. 
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htarts, and keep ^hem in tune to make 
melody unto the Lord. 

1 will only mention one thing more^ 
which is a great impropriety, and to me 
very oflTenfive, and that is the pofturc ge- 
nerally uled among us in finging. Sup- 
pole there had been nothing at all laid 
about it in the fcripture, judge ye with 
yovirfelves, men and brethren, whether it 
be refpedlf ul and becoming to fit down to 
fing. When fubjefts go upon any joyful 
occafion to addrels their Ibvereign, is it 
a cuftom in any nation of the world to 
do it fitting ? Does the perfon who pays 
homage fit, or he who receives it ? But. 
it is not left to ourfelves, or to what we 
may think right or wrong. The cafe isi 
determined in fcripture, and there fire- 
precedents to go upon. The fingers and 
muC^cians Jiood, when they performed in. 
the temple fervice : So did all the people, 
1 Chron. xxiii. 28, £i?c. " The office of 
** the Levites was to wait on the fons'of 
*' Aaron for the fervice of the Iioufe qf 
** the Lord in the courts and in the 
chambers, and in the purifying of all 
holy things, and the work of the fer- 
" vice of the houfe of God : And to 
** fiand^'^tvf mornin^^^ to thank and praifd 
"the Lord, and li:;ewife at evening.*' 
Xhis was their appointment \ and we read 
of their fulliJJing ir> 2 Chrotu v* ^^• 
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where it is faid, " they flood at the call 
•* end of the altar :" And we are certain 
that all the congregation of Ifrael flood at 
the fame time : for it is exprefsly mentioi- 
cd. When the royal prophet is encou- 
raging the priefts and people in the hea- 
venly work of praife, he thus addrefles 
the pricfts, Pfal. cxxxiv. *« Behold, blefi 
•* ye the Lord, all ye fervants of the Lord» 
** who by ni^t ftand in the houfe of the 
*• Lord : Lift up your hands in the fanc- 
" tuary and blefs the Lord. The Lord 
•• that made heaven and earth blefs thcc 
*• out of Sion." So again fpeaking to 
priefts and people, Pfal. cxxxv. " Praife 
** ye the Lord, praife ye the name of the 
^ Lord, praife him, O ye fervants of the 
** Lord: Ye that fland in the houfe of 
** the Lord, in the courts of the houfe of 
** our God, praife ye the Lord, for the 
^ Lord is good : Sing praifes unto his 
** name for it is pleafant." Standing to 
ling is recommended in thofe fcriptures^ 
and was accordingly praftifed both by 
clergy and laity : When they thanked the 
Lord morning and evening in the words 
of David the man of God, they fung his 
prsixks fla?jding. It is a decent pofture. 
People of fa(hion think it fo : For they 
ftand up even in the play-houfe, at the 
Hallelujahs in the oratorio of the MeflSah.. 
Ow very good chutcK^eo^\ax.Kmkibr 
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For if they fit down at the pfalm, they 
^K fure to ftand up at the gloria patri. 
It is indeed highly becoming the majefty 
of the great king of heaven and earth, 
and it is alfo expreflive of our readinefs to 
join our brethren- in prailing his holy 
came. As fuch I would recommend it. 
The venerable practice of antiquity has 
fbmething more tio enforce it, than mere 
propriety r At leaft it calls upon me to 
try to keep up an uniformity with the 
church of Chrift in this particular*. But 
if you think othcrwife,. and prefer fittings 
lolling, or any lazy indolent pofhire, I 
will not unchrifliap you. We may dif** 
fer, and not quarrel : Nay,, I will not 
quarrel with you, if you will but let me 
obferve, wh^n I fee any perfon irreve- 
rently' fitting dowA, after he has been 
-called upon to fing to the praife and 
glory of Grod, and after a Agitable pfalm; 
has been given out, it feems to me, as if 
he. faid — Indeed his behaviour fpeaks- 
louder than any words can — " You may^ 
fmg,. but I wont — I will excrcife no- 
grace — I want no more grace — I have- 
no melody in my heart, and tUereforc- 
I will make none with my mduth-r*- 
rU take myfelf away while yoii arc- 
finging, and I'll fit down to (hew thaa 
I have no part with you ia this, ordir- 
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The abufcs here complained of are not 
to be eafily remedied. 1 know they arc 
n'Jt i but I have done my duty. Some 
of them are of long {landing, not foon to 
be rooted out. Some are the confequences 
of mere profeflion, which renders all or- 
dinances ineffedtual: for they are only 
bleffed to any one, as he obferves them 
in true faith. Others are not looked up- 
on to be prophanations of the ordinance, 
but refinements of it ; againft fuch I only 
deliver my fentiments, not from the chafr, 
as a pope; but I beg leave to give my 
opinion, and ' if I could, I would do it 
without offence. If any one be offended, 
1 am forry for it. : 1 would not hurl; a 
worm. However, we are all agreed I 
hope in one thing, and let us improve 
that. It is our joint defire to pleafe God 
in (inging his praifes. If this be purfued, 
it will tend to reform every abufe relating 
to this ordinance. His glory (hould be 
aimed at with a fingle eye. When this 
is the ruling principle, the heart would 
enter into the fervice, and then it would 
foon influence the outward man^ There 
would be no negleft, no contempt, no 
niifbehavioiir, if gratitude to God in 
Chrifl infpired otir fongs. We flioutd 
love to prefent fuch praifcs and in fuch a 
manner, as would beft exprefs our thank- 
fulnefs, and we fiiould ftudy to avoid 
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every thing which would render them un- 
profitable tb ourfelves or others, or dif- 
honorable to him. 

' Let me intreatyou, men and brethren, 
never to forget this point. Set God al- 
ways before you, whenever you are going 
to fing pfalms. Do it as in his prefence 
and to his glory. If you think it yotiv 
bounden duty to fing with your voices to 
be heard of one another, take heed that you 
fing with your hearts unto the Lord. Let 
it be the fervice of every faculty, and 
each exerted to the utmoft, Praife vour 
blefled Immanuel with your warmcft gra- 
titude. Give him the bcfi: yoii have. He 
richly deferves it. And remember you 
thereby pay him nothing again : You 
only give him his own. Your gratitude is 
the gift of his grace, and by it you only 
make acknowlegement of your vaft ob- 
ligations to him. O beg of him then to 
enable you to praife him with a growing 
fenfe of your debt, and of his increafing 
favors. And may you fo praife him, as 
to find frefh rcafon to continue your praifes 
from day to day, and for evermore. 

Whoever is in this humble happy frame 
will be kept from a temptation, into 
which moft of our hymn-fingers have fall- 
en. I -have heard feveral of them., who 
would by no means be thought common 
rate vndcrftandings^ objcft to SteYi\\vc\^ 
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and Hopkins. They wonder I would 
make ufe of this verlion, which they 
think is poor flat ftufF, the poetry is mic 
ferable, and the language low and bafe., 
To which I anfwer : 

1 . Such as it is, I find it in ufe, whkk 
16 to me at this time of the day a great 
recommendation. I do notdelire to fee 
any innovation in our public worihip., 
This is no favorable feafon for it. The 
friends of Chrift can exped no good from 
any change. It is better now to yield, to* 
any cuftom, which is not contrary to fcnp- 
ture, efpecially if it come to us, 

2. Under the fan&ion of antiquity, and 
be eftabliihed by venerable authority. 1 
pay RTC^c reverence to the fitil reformers^ 

•Thele men of God were raifed up for 
fin^ular fervice in the church. The Lord 
endued them with wifdom from above, 
and accompanied their labors with a- 
bundant bleflings. They were led to 
put high honor upon the word of God. 
They made it the only rule of their faith 
and praAice. They read it Conftantly, 
preached it faithfully, and fung it joyfully.. 
They fhewed their great value for the 
pfalms by bringing them into daily ufe in 
the church fervice. At the reformation 
they were put into metre in feveral lan- 
guages for the benefit of the congrega- 
tion : And the fame was done in Englanc}^ 



in t>ur old verfion, which remained in ufe 
in its original ftate, until it was revifed^ 
and very much corrcdtcd foon after the 
reftoration of Charles the fecond. In its. 
prefent form, 

3. It is as good as molt others, and 
has been and may be ufed with very 
great profit. The compilers feem to have- 
had a fcrupulous regard for the words of 
fcripture, and to thefe they adhered clofcly 
amd ftriftly^ fo much as to prefer the- 
fenfe to the verfification. I grant, this 
IS not always fmooth. It is only here 
s^d there brilliant. But what is a thou-- 
iknd times more vahiable, it is generally 
the fentiment of the holy Spirit. And 
this fhould lilence every objeftion — ifc 
I^as tbiftamp of divine authority. More- 
over this verfion comes nearer the fenfe 
of the original, than any I have yet feen, 
except the Scotch, which I have now and 
then taken the liberty to make ufe of, 
when it appeared to me better expreflcd, 
than the Englilh. You may, if you pleafe, 
find fault with the manner of ekcing out 
a verfe for the fake of the rhyme, but 
what of that ? Here is every thing great 
and noble, yea divine,, although not in 
modern ftile or drefs: For 

4. Here is Chrift — ^His glory is treated 
of, his praifes are fung. He exalts the 
xompoStuon^ and ennobles the vet^en: 
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Efpccialljr if we confider the author of 
thofe hymns. They come to us from the 
infpiration of the Spirit of wifdom ; all 
whole words and works are jtruJy divine. 
What he has revealed concerning the 
perlbn of Immanuel, and concerning. his 
praifes to be fung in the church, arc^ in- 
deed the word of God. His perfon is 
the wonder of heaven, as well as of earth : 
His praifes ^re beyond the reach of an- 
gels and faints. Q with what reverence 
fhonld we read of his matchlefs glory! 
with what thankfulnefs fhould we fing of 
his infinite goodnefs to the children of 
men ! And we fhall endeavor to read and 
fing with growing faith and increafing 
love, if we confider . . 

5. That our very tranflation has been 
fung for two hundred years by as great 
and as good men, as ever lived, under the 
influence of the holy Spirit. He has made 
the ringing of pfalms what the fcripture 
promifes it fliould be. He has rendered 
it the means of keeping up lively com- 
munion with the Father and the Son* 
He has ,put grace into the heart ; and 
there has been fweet melody unto the 
Lord. He has bellowed joy in believing^ 
and has increafed it in finging. He has 
revealed the lovelinefs of Jefus to the 
foul, and has inflamed the atfeftions with 
gratitude to hinri, while his lovelinefs was. 
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celebrated in a pfeltn of praife. This he 
has promifed to do, and he does ir. I Ic 
has living witneffes of his faithfuinds to 
his word. Singing has ttill every blcfifing 
in the church which it ever had. It 
glorifies God, edifies believers, and keeps 
up holy and ardent defires in the heart 
after Jefus, Since thefe are the happy 
efFefts of fiitging pfalms, even in our prc- 
fent verfion, why (Jiould any one wi(h for 
another, if all the good that can come by 
finging be received by this ? 

But you are offended at the ftyle : You 
think, it might be tolerable two centuries 
ago, but now it is very, very bad, and 
Dr. Watts muft mend it. Examine your 
heart carefully, and perhaps you may fee, 
that you are led by a very falfe tafte. For 
the fcripture wants no mending ; nay it 
is always worfe for onr mending-. It is 
plain in majefty. God has not written it 
to pleafe the imagination, but to convert 
the heart, and to comfort and to edify 
the foul •, therefore the infpired writers 
have ufed great plainnefs of fpeech. They 
difclaim all painted language and oratori- 
cal colouring. One of them fpeaking for 
the reft fays — *' We have received not the 
fpirit of the world, but the Spirit which 
is of God, that we might know the 
things which are freely given to us of 
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** God ; which things alfo we Ipeaky not 
^ in the words which man's wifdomF 
^* ceacheth, but which the holy Ghofl: 
** teacheth." To his woixls the uoder^' 
ftanding (hould bow, and with reverence 
receive them : Becaufethey are his. Cu*- 
Fiofity ihould be dumb^ It Ihould makC; 
no enquiry : ^^ Are they fine words^ poett- 
^^ caUdreft up with flowers and metaphors^ 
•* brilliant as Cowky, fmooth as Popc^** 
No, they are not ; but they are reveakd 
to make the man of God wife unta(alv»* 
cion, and they do. As fuch, the fineft 
poetry of man is no more to be compared - 
with them, than man is to be compared 
with God. His word is the great inftrttf 
ment of falvation. It is the ordinancecf 
God for every faving purpole. He workfr 
in it and by it, and therefore it is pkiA' 
and fimple, that the glory may not be 
given to the means themfelves»: but t€i bi» 
almighty grace, which makes them t£* 
fei5buaL How unlikely is the word preacbf 
ed fo to change a (inner's heart,, uiac ha 
(hall be as much a new creature,, as if 4 
devil was made an angel ; and yet this cS^ 
fe<5b is daily produced, and by plaio* 
preaching too. Thus the moft fuccelsfut 
preacher that ever was, declares — " My. 
*' fpeech'and my preaching was not witb 
^^ enticing wordis of maa's wifdom, but 

" ia 
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•* in demonftration of the Spirit and ot 
*' power; that your faith fhould not ftand 
'* in the wifdom of man, but in the power 
•' of God." And his power is promifcd, 
and is alfo experienced to this very day in 
the ufe of the means of grace. God does 
give his blefllng to them. What more 
nmple than the facramems ? Yet through 
Chriil working mightily in them, they do 
anfwer the end of their inftitution ? What 
(b unlikely as prayer to obtain all need- 
ful bleflings ? and yet it is certain matter 
of faft, that the eflfeftual fervent prayer 
of a righteous man availeth much. Sa 
the pfalms, not trimmed up with human 
efnbellifhments, but in the Ample drefs 
of fcripture, do communicate holy joy in 
the Lord. He blefles the means, becaufe 
they are his own means, and when uled 
in faiths he never fails to render them 
efiedtuaL Here then. let us look, not at 
6oc words, but at God's word. Let us 
not be offended at its fimplicity : For it 
is purpofely fo. It is written for profit,, 
snd not for amufement. As an uiftru^ 
mentv it has not the virtue in itfelf» that 
the excellency of the power exerted by it 
may be of God. He would have all the 
glory. Our own joy in finging and, our 
neighbor's edification, (hall not arife from 
fine poetry, but from his efieftual grace^ 
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How much is it to be wiflied, that this 
was more regarded in finging pfalms. 
Then Ihould we hear no more of this ob- 
jection i but believers in the ufe of this, 
and ot all the means of grace, would be 
leeking not entertainment, but commu- 
nion with God, which is our higheft pri- 
vilege, and they would be expedling the 
improvement of it, which is their higheft 
happincfs. 

Another objeftion may be ma,de to this 
colleftion. If all the pfalms be alike the 
word of God, why fhould thefe be feleft- 
cd, and the red excluded ? I do not ex- 
clude any, not a letter or tittle. They 
are all of equal authority, all given by 
the infpiration of the Almighty. ' ' There- 
is the fame divine ftamp and imprcffion 
upon every word. For which reafon I 
reverence what is left, as much as theie; 
But theie are fufficient for our ufe, and 
there,-ft' rightly ufed, will lead, us to un- 
derftaridand to value the reft. If any 
thing Jiere faid ftiould be the means of 
explaining the fubjed: of the book of 
pfalms, and of enabling believers to fee 
more of the glory of the Lord Jefus Chrift, 
then they will not only value this collec- 
tion, but will alfo, as occafion offers, 
fing the reft with increafing melody in 
their hearts unto the Lord. 

The 
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The coUeftion of pfalms, which I have 
here made, cannot be i'ung aright by any 
one, unlefs he thus aims at the glory of 
God.. He muft be a true believer in Je- 
fus, and made fenfible of the Father's 
love to him in his Son : Becaufe they are 
chiefly fongs of praife, and require the 
mufic of the heart : He, who is in tune 
to make the bed melody, has the deeped 
fenfe of his obligations to free grace. He 
has found redemption thruugh the blood 
of Jefus, and is convinced of his accept- 
ance through the righteoufncfs of Jelus. 
He fees all bleflings, temporal, ipiritual 
and eternal provided for him by the Fa- 
ther's love in the Son's fulneis, and by 
the faith of the operation of the holy Spi- 
rit he receives them, as he wants them, 
day by day. He feels himfelf a poor 
needy creature, unworthy of the lead of 
thofe bleflings, and while he is in this 
humble frame he is thankful for the lead. 
Then he is mod difpofed to give the glory 
of all liis mercies to the eternal Three, 
and to acknowlege his debt in every ap- 
pointed way. This makes him defirous 
of profiting others by fmging the praifes 
of that good God who has fo exceedingly- 
loved him, and herein he has an efpecial 
regard to his brethren in Chrid. As a 
church-member he frequents ordiueme^^^ 
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enters into the fpirit of thetrs prays in the 
holy Ghoil, hears and mixes faith with 
the word; lings with the congregation, 
and with his heart and voic€ tries tx> in- 
<Teafc their melody. He lives the chrit 
tian. In his walk and converfation he 
fliews forth the praifes of God, He ^ 
rifles his Father which is in heaven, be- 
fore men, and lets them fee, that they 
who are happy believers in Jefus have. 
found tlicir heaven upon earth. Thus he 
goes on his way, finging and rejoicing in 
the Lord — ready to join the great conceit 
of faints and angels — yea he docs join, 
afcribing with them all the good he has 
and hopes for to the free grace of the 
holy bleffed and glorious Trinity, 

Reader, art thou one of this happy 
number ? Is thy heart in tune to fing 
pfahns of prailc to thy God ? Is he thy 
Father which art in heaven, and doft 
thou love him for the unfpeakable gift of 
his Son ? Until he be known to thee in 
this dear relation, thou canft not be hap- 
py in him either in earth or heaven. If 
thou art thinking he has mercy in ftorc 
for thee, how waft thou brought to be- 
lieve it ? Was it in God's appointed way, 
and in his means ? Didft thou hear h^s 
word, declaring what thy ftate was, and 
didft thou yield to its ccftimony, perfu^- 
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ed thou waft under guilt and in great dan- 
ger? Waft thou convinced of the ex- 
ceeding finfulnefs of fin, how abominably 
Elthy it made thee in the fight of an holy 
God — how guilty in the fight of a jult 
God, and how utterly helplefs it has le£t 
chcc in thyfclf ? Did this .convidtion fol- 
low thee ? Waft thou made deeply and 
thoroughly ienfible, that thou canft do 
nothing for thyfelf, but haften on thy 
ruin? Such is thy captivity to fin, all 
the powers and faculties of thy foul and 
body are in fach bondage to it, that thou 
canft do nothing but ferve it, yea thou 
art fuch a wiling (lave, that it God leave 
thee to thyfelf, thou wilt go on finning 
through time, and finning through eter- 
nity. 

Didft thou never fee thyfelf in this 
ftate? The fcripture declares, that thou 
^urt by nature a child of wrath — and doft 
not thou believe the word of God ? Are 
its threatenings an idle tale ? What ! art 
thou ftill afleep in the arms of fin, in the 
midft of the thunder of the vengeance of 
God — ftill dreaming of happinefs in the 
ways of fin, which God affures thee in 
his word will lead thee to deftruftion. O 
defperate delufion ! May God deliver thee 
from it. May the eternal Spirit accoctv- 
pan/ his own mcffagc and fend Vt to \\v>} 
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hcarr — " Awake thou that flccpeft, and 
" ariic tVom the dead, and Chrift (hali 
" give thee light." 

If ih'ju haft been made fenfible of thy 
dunyicr, what thinkeft thou of Chrift? 
If ihoii haft I'ecn thyfclf a loft finner, 
\vl;j is to lave thee ? To whom, or to 
V. l:;;t doft thou look for help ? To man, 
or to God i to thyfelf, or to Chrift ? To 
thy \vorks, or to his ? Is Chrift become 
thine only objeft ? Examine with care : for 
there is but one right way to the city of 
habitation. " I am the way," fays Jc- 
fus. Be affiired, there is falvation for 
thee in r.o other. Nothing can walh thee 
clean, bur the atoning blood of Jefus. 
Nothing can juftify thee, but his righ- 
tcourncls. His all-fufficient grace alone 
ran kc('p thee in the way to heaven. He 
alone can prefcnt thee fpotlefs there before 
the throne. Every other hope will dif- 
appcint thee, but hope in Jefus. One day 
all the reft will prove refuges of lies. If 
thou buildeft on them now with confi- 
dence, theyVili fail thee at the bar of 
God. Thou wilt then find, that other 
foundation can no man lay, than that is 
laid, which is Jefus Chrift. 

If thou art enabled to build upon this 
rock, happy art thou. Hail, thou that 
art highly favored: The Lord is with 
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tbee. He has encouraged thee to place 
the vfade weight of thy falvation upon 
^ .:wQrk of Jefus, who is Immanyel» 
ehe Gfeator and the fupporter of all worldSf 
rifibleaad invifible. Truft in i;iim, and 
be not afraid : For he is almighty to fave. 
And he has given thee his intaUible pro* 
Buics to fatis^ thee, that in him thoxi art 
bfe from. all thy &ns and from all thinp 
enemies. O how eftabliihing are his owm 
words! Thus he fpeaketh to thee-— ^ 
^ Whofbever comech unto me, andhear* 
'** eth my (ayings, and doeth them, 1 will 
I* ihew you to whom he is like : He is 
^ like a man, who built an houfe, and 
'^ digged deep, and laid the foundation 
^^ on a rock, and when the flood arofe, 
^ t^e ftream beat vehemently upon that; ^ 
'* houfe, and could not ftvake it : For it 
^ was founded upon a rock." How hap- 
py is thy ftate ! Thou;art come to him at 
bis bidding, thou haft heard his. fayinss» 
sod art doing them in faith '• Survey wy 
&fety and Uefs the Lord. Thou art the 
wife man, who builds on a foundadon 
contrived by infinite wifilom, and fup* 
ported by almi^ty power: *' Beholda 
^^ lays tfanc Father, I lay in Sion for a 
^ foundation, a ftonCs a tried ftone, Gf ^.^ 
The Father chofe hU ocxqual Son, on 

G whom 
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whom he would build his whole .church ; 
he is therefore called an ekS foundatioBi 
and furey as fure as God can make it, \k 
will and word, his arm and love fecoie 
the foundation and every thing built upoB 
it. Try it again and again, and thou wilt 
find how fure it is. This is another df 
its divine excellencies — it is a tried foun- 
dation, none ever built on it and were 
confounded. Believers have made trial 
of it in every age, and it always anfwerei 
their hopes : Indeed how could it £ul 
them? For the divine architeA has fir 
ftrengthened every part of his ftrudurr,: 
that the gates of hell cannot prevail againft 
it. How precious then is this founda- 
tion ! " To them that believe he is pre-' 
" cious." All the beauties and pleafures 
in heaven and earth are to be found in hill 
fulnefs, and in the creature only as a 
drop out of the ocean. Unfearchable 
riches are his : So are eternal glories. 
BlefTed is the man who is living upon this 
fulnefs : While he is receiving out of it 
grace for grace, O how precious is Jefus I 
efpecially while he is hoping to receive 
out of the fame fulnefs the glory that is 
to be revealed : For he fhall. not be dif- 
appointed of his hope; becaufe '^ thi' 
^ righteous hath a^ everlajling fbunda- 

V tion.'! 
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•• tion." He is built upon the rock oS 
ag^s, and is kept there by the power of God. 
O happy, thrice happy believer. Again 
ftirvey thy mercies — fee how many— how, 
great they are — to thy body-^r-to thy foul 
—family, church, national mercies— 
fure and covenant mercies. Who is like 
unto thee faved by the Lord ? The Fa- 
ther is thine with all his love. The Son 
is thine with all his falvation. The holy 
Spirit is thine in all his offices, to com- 
fort, to ftrengthen, and to fandify thee, 
to lead thee fafe by his council, till he 
bring thee unto glory. And this is alfo 
lliine with its richeft bleffings — eternal 
life is the free gift of God to thee through 
Jefus Chrift thy Lord. O what has God 
done for thee ! faved from deferved de- 
Rruffcion, and faved with fuch a falva- 
tion, fo wrought out for thee, fo fecured 
CO thee, and for ever, what could God 
lo more ? Now thou haft learned the 
!ubje6): of praife, and canft make fweet 
nelody with thefe words — " I waited pa- 

* tiently for the Lord and he inclined 

* unto me, and heard my cry : He 

* brought me up alfo out of the hor- 

* rible pit, out of the miry clay, and fet 
^ my feet upon a rock, and eftablifhed 
! my goings : And he hath put a new 

G 2 " fong 
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^ foi^Kjn my mouth) even praiftunrol^ 
^ our ood.'' None can learn dm new |^; 
long, excq^t he be redeemed frods tU 
earth — a faved finner, delivered from (te 

t of corruption, and finding his feel ftl 
aft upon the rock of falvacion fingi it. 
£rom experience. He feels what he fiflglr 
His heart and mouth go tc^^her in^Udt 
ing the Lord his God. Now he wsuM 
no comment upon the pfalms of pnufe 
He is taught them by the holy ^irit, and 
can fin^ them with delight. A gFafiCfat 
fcnfe ot the divine favors freely conferred 
upon him keeps him in tune, humble aiid 
thankful. And this is the righc frame cl 
mind to offiir U{> thrfaerxfice (xf pn^ 
with which God is well pfeafed. He a&* 
cepts it from faints and angeb round thi 
throne, and he accepts it alfo fronr u% 
when we prefent it m their fpirit. Tht 
humbleft upon earth pay him thehighdl 
iervice, as he declares— >-^ Whofo o^j^ 
** cth praifc glorifieth me." 

Reader, is this thine experience i Doft 
ifhou fing pfalms, and didft thou kam to 
fing thm in this way ? Waft thou en- 
abled by faith to love God in Chrift* and 
sftt thou now bleffing him with m ngoicing 
heart? Is his glory ^the end and aim of 
aU thy fervices ? If it be,, (but beware of 

nuftakes) 
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iiilsikes) then thou art accepted in Jefus, 
cid fo are thy fongs. May thy delight in 
ngmg them increafe. I wilh to be a 
.clpcr of thy joy, and to that end let us 
ake a fhort review of the fubjeft. Thou 
^t fee the graces needful for finging of 
>falms, and if thou findeft God has be- 
lowed them upon thee, then make ufe 
>f them : Offer up through Jcfus Chrifl: 
:hy facrifice of praife to God continually, 
hat is the fruit of thy lips, giving thanks 
x> his name. 

1. Doft thou underftand the fubjeft of 
:he book of pfalms, and enter into it in 
inging ? Doft thou fee the praifes of Im- 
nanuel celebrated throughout, and canft 
:hou take up the words and fing them 
mth melody in thy heart ? Being one with 
fefus by faith, and a partaker of his ful- 
icfs, thou wilt fee a new glory in the 
pfalms ; for thou wilt read thine own in- 
cercft in all that Chrift is. and has, and 
wilt make ufe of it too, receiving from 
him grace for grace. This will infpirc 
chy foul with warm devotion to the Lord 
Chrift, and will lead thee greatly to prize 
this bleffed book. Thou wilt delight to 

2. Study the fcripture names of it. 
Doft thou attend to them ? Have they 
their proper weight with thee, fo as to 

G 3 convince 
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convince thee th(HX>iighl]r» that the St> 
viour in his feveral offices and works is 
the perfon treated of in the bode of 
pfalms i The different names are onl^ to 
defcribe him in different views as the giver 
of every bleffing in earth and hcaveni 
hymns to celebrate bis praifes, fmritual 
fbngs to fet forth the glory of his kii^- 
dom, and the happinels of his fubjeds» 
pfalms and hymns and fpiritual ibngs al^ 
together intended to raife the afiedfcions (tf 
the foul to as high a pitch of love to Inb- 
m^nuel, as we are capable of, while in 
the body. 

3. When thou art reading the old teftap 
ment or the new, and obferving the paf- 
fages, in which the pfalms are mentioned^ 
do they farther confirm thee in the belief 
of their being written concerning Chrift ^ 
And iliixing faith with them do they 
warm thy heart with gratitude to Jefus^ 
and ftir thee up to fing his praifes with 
increafing delight ? But above all, conli*^ 
der 

4. How thou fingefl; the pfalms. Ex- 
amine. Arc thou made a new creature 
in Chrift Jcfus, and a partaker of bis 
Spirit? Doft thou then fing with thine 
underftanding, and with thy heart, fing- 
ing pfalms as an ordinance of God to ex- 

ercife 




crdfe grace, and to increafe the grace, 
which he has given i And doft thou in- 
deed find h profitable to thyfelf, and edi- 
fying to others i 

5. Doft thoo keep up the harmony in 
thy life if Is thy walk in concord with thy 
plalms ? Art thou (hewing forth the praifea 
of Jefus in thy converfation ? What ! is 
all confiftent and of a piece? Are thy 
heart and voice and life in tune to thank 
the Lord for bis goodnefs, and to declare 
the wonders which he hath done for thy 
ibul ? O this is heavenly mufic. Happy 
tnan, to whom it is given thus to live cne 
chriftian. May there be no difcord in thy 
tempers and w£dk> but may all within 
and without thee confpire in fweet con- 
cert to blefs thy Lord and thy God. 

6. If the Lord has thus enabled thee 
to ling, and to love bis praifcs, then art 
rhou humble enough to ftudy to pleafe 
others as well as thyfelf in finging, that 
they may be ediBed ? If there has been 
any abufe in this ordinance, doft thou 
(tand correfted, and art willing to re- 
form ? Is it thy deiire in public finging 
to give no offence to outward people, but 
above all to give none to the church of 
God ? This is the chriftian temper. Shew 
it. Let it appear that the mind is in thee, 

HchicK 
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which was alfo in Chrift Jefus. Aim in 
Tinging at the profit of others. Look not 
to thyfelf alone, that thou beareft diy 
part, with thine underilanding, heart and 
voice, but endeavor alfo to edify the 
church. See thy neighbor be benefited 
according to the command—** Teach 
** and admonifh one another in pfalms," 
(^c. Let this, and all other things in 
the congregation be done to edifying. . 

If upon careful enquiry thou doft un- 
derftand thofe truths, doft thou expe- 
rience the power and comfort of them ? 
Art thou indeed a living chriftian, capa- 
ble of finging them with melody in thy 
heart unto the Lord ? If this be thy hap- 
py cafe, then accept this colle6tion of 
pfalms, which I here prcfent to thee, not 
in preference to any of thofe here omit- 
ted, or to exclude any of them, but only 
as a fufficient number for our regular fer- 
vice. Go, and make ufe of them, and 
the Lord be with thee. May he render 
them profitable to thine own foul, and 
edifying .to his body the church. Pray 
for grace to glorify him more in this ordi- 
nance. It will foon be thy whole em- 
ployment. "Yet a very little while, and 
thou wilt have nothing to do, but to en- 
joy and to praifc Immanuel for evermore. 

May 
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r thy hcaft now feel fomething of this 
xn t And if it pleafe him may thy 
pinefs daily increafe^ in the enjoy- 
t of, and thankfulnefs for, all cove- 
: mercies, till thou art admitted to 
general aiiembly.and church of the 
*Dom, to join with them in afcribing 
he glory of thy falvation to Father, 
and holy Spirit, three perfons in one 
Jbead, to whom be equal and ever- 
Qg praifes* Amen* 
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The firfi Sunday in Advent. 
Psalm XCV. 

"\ H I S is a proper pfalm for public wor(hip» 
and therefore we always begin our daily fer- 
vice with it. Believers are here reminded 
call upon one another to join in firtging the 
lifes of Jehovah the rock of their falvation; in the 
brew it is, Jchovahthe rock their Jcfus : And the 
;uments ufed to raife their thankfulnefs to him are 
:en from his greatnefs-in creating all things, and 
m his gdodnefs to his redeemed : For he is their 
iker, by and in whom they are new created ; their 
tenant God, who has all his people under hispaf* 
al care, being engaged to keep, to feed,- and to 
ide them, that they may not harden their hearts, 
r fall (hort of his promifed reft, 
ppy believer, to Whom Jefus (lands thus related : 
\y thy heart be now in tune to join in his pralfes, 
ufl in him, and be not afraid. Exercife thy faith 
glorifying him, that he may increafe it. Rejoice 
his holy name, that thy joy in him may grow and 
ound. Unite thy voice with the church, and fing 
th courage, as thou art here commanded, that we 
ly teach and admonifli one another in this heavenly 
ig, and that our Jefus may be exalted in the midll 

us. This (hould be the end of all oar church 
;etings: And the general afTembly and church of 
» fird born will meet to carry on the fame ftibje6b 

praife. Thou wilt never on earth be more Jlke 
•m, than while thou art afcribing to him all the 
}ry of thy {a\vztion. Do thy atmoft.; SvR^\tv^^ 

H 2 Vk\^^^ 
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higheft note of ^rautude» he will e?er be abofC 
blefliDg Mnd praife. 

• I. 

/^ COME let us lift up our voice 
^^ and fing unto the Lord, 
In Jefus our ftrong rock rejoice 
let us with one accord. 

n. 

Yea let us come before his face 
CO give him thanks and praife^ 

In finging pfalms unto his grace 
let us be glad always. 

III. 
Come let us bow unto the Lord, 

before him let us fall. 
And worlhip him with one accord 

the Maker of us all. 

IV. 
I le is indeed the Lord our God, 

*^for us he doth provide. 
We are his flock, he doth us feed 
his fheep, and he our guide. 

Psalm XCVI. 

The word Adnjent fignifies coming, and thefe four I 
days before Chriilmas, were fee apart for our ir 
tation upon the coming of Chrilt in the flefti, 
upon his coming at the lail day. The pfalms w 
I have chofen treat of both his advents : And t 
who are partakers by faith of the benefit of his 
coming, may look forward to his (bcond, and 
of both with a hope full of glory and immortali 
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lis is an advent hymn. All nations. Gentiles as well 

as jewsy are here called upon to praife the Lord Jefut 

Chriil for his falvation ; and for tl||fk|lo>'y ^^ ^>' 

kingdom, which is exalted far above alTthat is called 

God ; and will one day be exalted indeed, when all 

*his redeemed (hall in full codcert, praife him for the 

judjgment pafTed upon all flefh. 

his IS called a new fong : Becauie it can only be fang 

by true believers ; who being convinced of their in- 

tereft in the judge are looking for the blefied hope, 

and the glorious appearing of Jefus Chrill the great 

God and our Saviour. All fuch ought to fine the 

?falm with delight : For the judge is their friend. 
le requires them to lift np their heads with joy, 
whenever he comes by death or judgment to take 
them to himfelf : And furely then they ought to lift 
«p their voices to proclaim the wonders of his love. 
May onr hearts and li{)s go together, and make 
fweet harmony in the ears of the Lord of Sabaoth. 

I. 

DING ye with praife unto the Lord 
^ 9 new fong with great mirth, 
Sing unto him with one accord 
all people on the earth. 

IL 
>ing ye unto the Lord alway, 

blefs ye his holy name ; 
!>eclare and fhow from day to day 
' falvation by the fame. 

IIL 
Jce ye among the heathen folk 

his glory do declare, 
\nd unto all the-, people Ihow 
his works, which wondrous are. 

H3 \N.^« 
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IV. 

For great's the Lord) and highly he 

is tQ MJIIlagnify'd, 
Yea, worthy to be feared is he 

above all gods belide. 



AFTERNOON. 
Psalm XCVI. 

I. 
A SC R I BE unto the Lord our God 
^^^ all men with one accord. 
Glory and might for evermore 
afcribe unto the Lord, 

Afcribe unto the Lord alio 

the glory, of his name. 
Into his courts an offering bring 

and there prefent the Tame. 

III. 
In beauty of his holineis 

fee ye adore his grace. 
Let all the earths inhabitants 

worlhip before his face. 

IV. 
Tell it abroad to heathen lands, ' 

the Lord doth reign above, 
Yea, he the earth fo faft hath ftay'd 

that it fhall never move. 




[ i6i ] 



The fecond Sunday in AdvMl 

Psalm XCVI. 

I. 
is the Lord hunfelf alone, 
^ho rules with princely might 
adge the nations every one 
h equity and right. 

leav'ns ihail joyifully begin» 
earth likewife rejoice, 
lea with all that is therein 
U fhout and make a noife. 

m. " 
fields (hall joy, and every thing 
t fpringeth on the earth, 
fiood and ev*ry tree (hall fing 
h gladnefs and with mirth, 

e the Lord, becaufe he comes,^ 
:aufe he comes with might, 
juftice he (hall judge the world 
1 give to all their right. 



H 4 Psalm 
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Psalm XCVIII. 

The fobjCA of this pfalm is the fame with the 96tk. 
AW creataret are here called upon to praife the Loi^ 
for his great falvation* wrought out by his own tm, 
and applied by his own grace. He has obtained fack 
a com]: le revisory over all our fpiritual enemies, that 
believers may now triumph in it^ and partake of ie 
richeft bleflings'fbr evermore. All the ends of tke 
earth hearing of it fhall glorify the Lord JefuSy and 
are exhorted in a variety of expreflions to teflify their 
joy in him, and their vhanktulnefs to him :' Yei» 
they are commanded in their ibng to exped his ap- 
pearing, and to look for. it as the eternal confamma* 
tion ofall ^eir joys. O may we in faith and hbfi^ 
as here required, celebrate the praifea ofOodtljl 
Saviour. May we find our hearts engaged in thb 
fiveet exercife, and happy in afcribing to him the 
glory of all the wonders which he hath diOMp 9si 
will doy for us, and for our. falvation. 

I. 

/^ SING ye now unto the Lord 
^^ a new and pleafant fong. 
For he hath wrought throughout the world 
his wonders great and ilrong. 

IT. 

With his right hand moft mightily 

he did his foes devour, 
And got himfelf the viftory 

with his own arm and powV. 

in. 

The Lord did make his people know 

his faving love and might. 
And he hath ftiew'd his righteoufricfs 

in all the heathens fight. 

tV.Hff 
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IV. 

le mindful of his grace and truth 

to Ifra'ls houfe hath been, 
\nd the falvation of our God 

all ends of th' earth have feen. 

AFTERNOON. 

Psalm XCVIIL 

I. 
r E T all the earth unto the Lord 
'^ fend forth a joyful noife : 
Lift up your voice aloud to hioa 
fing praifes and rejoice. 

Sfea, let the fea with all therein 

for joy both roar and fwell. 
The earth likewife let it begin 

with all that therein dwell. 

ill. 
And let the running ilreams rejoice 

and clap their hands apace, 
Yea, let the mountains and the hills 

triumph before his face. 

IV. 
For he (hall come at the laft day, 
to judge the earth he'll come, 
He'U judge the world in upright^eis 
and take his people home. 

H5 S'ii 



T 
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Tie third Sunday in AdvenL 

m 

Psalm LXXII. 

Tbis is a delightful hymn in praife of the kingdom of 
the Lord Chnft. It begins with a- prayer in the firft 
verfe, and then urges the requeft by feveral argu- 
ments, concluding with an afiediionate thankfgivmg 
to God for his promiies to hear and to anfwer the re- 
queft. Many paflages in this pfalm conld never re- 
lace to any other perfon» but to the Lord Jefus Chriftt 
for inftance,— 'Fie was to be feared fo long, as tlie 
fun and moon endure, throughout all generations— > 
he was to be the Saviour of the foul — the redeemer 
of the fouT — prayer was to be made onto him Gonti- 
Dually— daily is he to be praiied — mea (hall reckoa 
themfelves blefied in him — 9II nations fhall call him 
blefTed, yea for ever. — When thefc thin^ come to 
pafs then the prayers of David the (on of Jefle fliall 
be (not ended, as we render it, bat) completed. 

The prayer has been heard. The Sod has been incar- 
nate. And the Father has committed all judgment 
to the Son — he is the king of righteonfnefs and 'the 
king of peace, the very Melchifedek — who is al« 
mighty to ikve. His reign of grace is all nKekneff'. 
and gentlenefs.' He is a lamo upon the throne. 
So he is defcribed in the firft part of the pfalm, and 
in the laH his happy fubjeAs thank him for their ex- 
perience of his loving-kindnefs. May we fing. tlie 
former with faith, and the latter with afFedton. 
Every word in the pfalm mixed with fahh fhould be. 
a fpur to gratitude. May ^yftry heart make melody, 
and blefs the Lord for the wonders of his love* 
Ble^ed be hi| holy name for ever. AmeD> and AiaeB. 

I. O 
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I. 

\ LORD thy judgments give the king 

his ion thy righteoufnefs : 
^ith right he (hall thy people judge 
thy poor with uprightnefs. 

11. 
he lofty mountains (hall bring forth 
unto the people peace ; 
kewife the little hills the fame 
(hall do by righteoufnefs. 

III. 
? (hall judge the poor and (hall fave 
the weak, and make them ftrong, 
id (hall deftroy for evermore 
all thofe that do them wrong. 

IV. 
id then from age to age (hall they 
regard and 152ar thy might, 
long as fun doth ftiine by day, 
or elfe the moon by night. 

V. 
le juft (hall flouri(h in his days 
and profpcr in his reign, 
2 (hall while doth the moon endure 
abundant peace maintain. 

VI. 
is I^'ge and great dominion (hall 
from fea to fea extend, 
fpom the fiver (hall reach forth 

to the earth's utmoft end* 

Psalm 
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Psalm LXXII. 

I. 
A LL kings (hall feek with one accord 
'^^ in his good grace to ftand. 
And all the people of the world 
obey at his command. 

II. 
For he the needy fort (hall fave 

who unto him do call, 
Alfo the humble folk who have 

no other help at alL 

HI. 
He taketh pity on the poor 

who are with need oppreft. 
He doth preferve them evermore^ 

and brmg their fouls to reft. 

IV. 
He (hall redeem their lives from fraud 

from violence and might, 
Alfo their bk)od that (hsdl be (hed 

is precious in his fight. 



AFTE 



r, 
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AFTERNOON. 

Psalm LXXIL 

I. 
17 O R ever they (hall praife his name 
•*• while that the fun is light. 
And think them blefled thro' the fame> 
all folk (hall blefs his might. 

11. 
Praife ye the Lord of hofts and fing 

to IfraMs God each one : 
For he doth ev'ry wondrous thing, 

yea he himfelf alone. 

III. 
And blefled be his glorious name • 

to all eternity. 
The whole earth let his glory fill 

Amen, Amen, fay I. 

IV. 
To Father, Son, and holy Ghoft, 

the God whom we adore. 
Be glory as it was, is now, 

and'fliall be evermore» 



F^UTfliL 
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Fourth SundiTf in Advent. 
Psalm LXVII. 

This IS a prayer for the charch of Chrlft, begging the 
grace of God and the bleiling of God opoo it, and 
intreating the application of both \gj the Ihining of 
his loving countenance. The end of.tUa ia men- 
tioned, namely, that the way of his iklvation may 
be known among all nations, and that thev aiglu 
join in praifing him, and in rtjoicing in him. Tea 
might increafe in their thanU^ving and aboona in 
it to the glory of God.. 

Every believer ought to join this praver : Becanfe he it 
made fenfible, that grace is the fountain fiom 
whence all his bleflings flow, and that the difcovery 
of God's purpofes of erace to him is a ftraun ffom 
this fountain. When he is favored with it, and the 

^ Lord Chrill lifts up the light of his lovine counte- 
nance upon him, how thankful ihould he be ? How 
careful to exprefs his chankfalneis in t^^^vf appointed 
way ? May the heart of every' fuch perfon enter into 
this prayer. May it be fervent and effedtual, fo 
that the Lord's face may ihine upon ut while we 
£ng, and he may give us a prefent anfwer to oar 
petiiions. 

TJ AVE mercy on us Lord, 
•* •*- and grant to us thy grace. 
To fhew to us do thou accord 
the brightncfs of thy face^ 

•IL That 
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II. 

That all the world may know 

the way to godly wealth, 
ind all the nations here below: 

may fee thy faving. health. 

Ilf. 
^t all the world, O 'God, 

give praife unto thy name^ 
Lnd let the people all abroad 

extoU and blefs the fame* 

IV. 
rhroughout the world fo wide 

let sSi rejoice wkh mirths 
''or thou with truth and righc doft guide 

the nations of the earth. 

V. 

:.et all the world, O God, 

give praife unto thy name, 
\nd let the people all abroad 

extoll and blefs the fame. 

VI. 
The earth her fruit Ihall yield, 

our God'fhall bleflhig lend \ 
3od Ihall us blefs^ men (hall him fear 

unto earth's ucmoil end. 



A 

PSALVt 



' « * 
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Psalm XCIX. 

This pfalm defcribcs the kingdom of Chrift, and 
tolls him for vouchfafing his gracious prefencc to 
church, dvwelling vifibly in the cheruoim to pro 
it by his love, and to oppofe its enemies by iiis gn 
nefs and holinefs : Therefore his people are cal 
upon to worihip at his footftool, and to exalt 1 
as their forefathers had done, whoie petitions 
gracioufly heard and anfwered. 

The fubjedb of this moft blefled kin|^ may rejoice 
him at all times. Every fentence in this pfalm 
fords them matter of jov and praife. The commt 
is— Rejoice in the Lorcf always, and again I (ay ' 
joice. This joy (hould break forth into fingi: 
which is the expreffion of a thankful heart : And 
never confuk our own intereft fo much, aa when 
fing hit praife and ^ive him all his glory; then 
may expert he will mcreafe our joy in the Lo 
May the Spirit of the Father and the Son help ui 
receive all the profit from finging this hjmn, wh 
he intended it fhould be the means of bringing 
the people of God in every age« 

I. 

np H E Lord doth reign, altho* at it 
-^ the people rage full fore. 
He on the cherubim doth fit 
tho' all the world do roar. 

II. 
The Lord that in his church doth dweQ 

is high and wondrous great. 
Above all folk he doth exce]l> 
and he aloft is fet. 
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ni. 

The princely pow'r of our great king 
doth love judgment and right ^ 

Thou juftly ruleft ev*ry thing 
in right'oufnefs and might. 

IV. 
To praiie the Lord our God devife, 

and honor to k^m fhew. 
And at his footftool worftiip him 

who holy is' and true. 



AFTERNOON. 
Psalm LXXXV. 

r 

Tliia pftlm contafats fwo very interefting ptrttcnlars* 
£rft a prayer for tht mercv of Godi god fecondlv a 
patient waiting for an anlwer. The mercy afked is 
converting grace, that (ince God through Chrift is 
reconciled to his people, and has taken away all his 
wrath againfl them, he would give unto them fted- 
fail faith to depend upon his love to them in his 
Son, and fo to enable them to trufl in him that they 
might be revived and comforted. Then they re- 
folv£ to wait for the divine anfwer, and confirm 
themielves in waiting by many powcrfal motives fuch 
as— the Lord's promife to fpeak peace to his people, 
and they (hall not turn to folly — he will bring his 
falvation near to them who fear him — his glory (hall 
come and dwell in our land, even the Lord of hofts 
the king of glory — in whom made flefti all the per- 
fe^ons of tlie Godhead will fweetly harmonkise— 

For 
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For in him tht Father is true in all his threateningSf 
and yet can (hew mercy to finners— -in him the Fa- 
ther's righteoufnefs has had every demand paid it, 
and now he is at peace with belierers in Jelas — jti 
when the divine truth was incarnate, righteouibefi 
looked down from heaven and bid, Beh(ud« my be- 
loved Son in whom I am well pleafed. Whoever 
receives this falvation in the power of the holy Spi- 
rit is thereby made fruitful m love and lovins obe- 
dience to God for it* and being now fltilful in the 
word of righieottfneis, hie fteps are ict and kept in the 
way which leadeth (Iralght and fafe to heaven. 
This is one of the hymns, which has been conftantljf 
ufcd in the church on Chri(hnas day* It is made 
up of prayer and praife. And it requires faith and 
gratitude to fmg it well. He that has ftrongeft faidi 
will fing the bell: Becaufe he will find mod reafoD 
to adore his Saviour God for humbling himfelf to be \ 
made man, that he might live and die for him and i 
for his falvation. Msy this delightful pfalm exer- 
cife and improve our faith, and warm our affediont. 
May we fing k in the Spirit, bleffing God for all 
his nierciea received through the incarnation of Jefos 
Chrift. Glory be to him in thehigheft. Ameni 
and Amen. 

!• 

^HOU haft been favorable, Lord, 
"*• to thy beloved land, 
For thou reftoredft Jacob's feed 
from bondage by ftrong hand. 

II. 
The wicked works that they have done 

thou didft them all remit. 
And then didft hide thy people's fin 

clofely thou cover'dft it. 
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III. 

And thou thine anger didft alTwage 
that all thy wrath was gone. 

And fo didft turn thee from thy rage 
wixb them to be at one. 

IV. 
O Saviour God, do itiou then turn 

thy people unto thee, 
Put all thy wrath froen us apart 

and angry ceafe to be. 

V; 

Shall thy fierce anger never end» 

but ftill be pourM oh us. 
And (hall thy wrath itfelf extend 

unto all ages thus ? - 

Vf. 
rhat in thee may thy people joy 

wilt thou not us revive ? 
5hcw us thy mercy, Lord, to us 

thy great falvation give. 



Cbriftmss 
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. Cbrijinias Dtfy. 
Psalm LXXXV. 

See the title to the former partj p. 171. 

I. 
T*LL hear what God the Lord doth fay, 
^ to his he fpeaketh peace. 
And to his faints, and they fhall not 
return to fooliflinefs* 

II. 
Surely his Jefus is at hand 

to fuch as do him fear. 
That his great glory in oui" land 

may dwell and flourilh there* 

IIL 
Mercy and truth in him ihall meet 

in one to take their place. 
And righteoufnefs hath kifled peace 

in him they fhall embrace. 

IV. 
When he the truth (hall from the earth 

fprin^ up mod plcafantly, 
'^Then righteoufnels with loving face 
(hall look from heaven mo(t high. 

V. 
Yea, what is good the Lord (hall give, 

our land (hall yield increafe ; 
Juftice to fet us in his fteps 

(hall go before his face. * 

PSAI 
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Psalm XLV. 

la this hymn tlie Lord Jefus Chrift is celebrated for 
his beauty, for his majefty, and for the eternal glory 
of his kingdom. The happy fonls, whom he. draws 
to love him by his word and Spirit, are here fpoken 
of as his bride, united to him in a bond of afFedliou 
never to be broken. The mutual love of this hea- 
venly bridegroom and his bride is here treated of. 
His afFe^ien to her is altogether wonderful: But 
never to be more admired, than in the miracle of 
this day. It was the admiration and the joy of an- 
gels. Although he took not on him their nature, 
but ours ; yet they had their fong ready to welcome 
him into our world. O that we were as ready to- 
day. We hav« more reafon, than they had ; let us 
try to fing in as high a drain of praife. O for hearts 
to love him, not as he deferves ; that cannot be, bat 
as far as we can. If Chrifl be indeed formed in us,, 

- his birth-day fhould excite in us everv grateful fenti- 
ment: And we fhould now bring him our offering, 
Ibme fruit of our new birth, even a fong of praife to 
God manifeft in the^efh. May we fing of this his 
marvellous love to-day, and for ever. 



M 



T. 

Y heart doth take in hand 
a godly fong to fing, 
The praife that I (hjJl fhcw therein 
pertaineth to the King. 

ir. 

My tongue Ihall be as fwifc 
his honor to indite 
As i^he pen of any fcribe 
who ufeth faft to write. 
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IIL 

Ofaircftofallmen 
thy lips with grace arc pure. 
For God hath blcflcd thee with gifts 
for ever to endure, 

IV. 

Thy royal feat, O Lord, 

for ever Ihall remain. 
The fceptre of thy kingdom doth 

all righceoufnefs maintain. 

V. 

Becaufe thou didft love right 

and didft the ill deteft, 
Therefore hath God anointed thee 

with joy above the reft, 

AFTERNOON. 
Psalm XIX. 



This is another Chriflmas hymn. It treats of the 
glory of the Lord Chriil, as difplayed in the works of 
nature, and in the word of grace. The material 
heavens are a record of his glory, wifdomt power, 
and goodnefs ; but efpecially the fun in the heavens 
is the ioftituted emblem of the uncreated light: In 
them hath he fet a tabernacle for the fan, which re- 
prefents ChriA's tabernacling among us in a body of 
flefh; and as the fun communicates light, life, and 
every material blcffing through the world, fo Chrift 
communicates light, and life, and every fpiritual 
blefling through his fyitem. He is as deligyed as . 
any happy bridegroom, as able as any (Irong man to 
j-un a lacei to fend out his light and his troth into 
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all lands, and his words auto the ends of the world ; 
by which he brings his people to believe in him and 
to rejoice in his ialvation« If he has made his word 
efie£tual by the power of his Spirit, then we know 
the meaning of this fwcet hymo, and can fee its ap- 
plication to the fubjeft of this day. May this glo- 
rious fun of righteoufnefs bow arife upon our hearts 
with his bright beams, and give us clearer know- 
ledge of the ^I'^t myftery of godKneis, God mani- 
feft in the flem. Thas oar iaith will increafe, and 
we (hall fing of his love with growing gratitude. 
May our fong of praiie be lengthened out, till in 
his light we Me and enjoy the lignt of life everlafting. 

I. 

TpHE heav'ns and firmament on high 
■'- do wondroufly declare 
aod*s glory and omnipotence, 
his works and what they are. 

XL 
The wond*rous works of Grod appear 

by ev*ry days fuccefs. 
The nights likcwife which their race run 

the lelf fame thing eicprefs, 

III. 
There is no fpecch nor tongue to which 

their voice doth not extend. 
Their line is gone through all the earth 

their words to the world's end. 

IV. 
[n them the Lord made for the fun 

a tent of great renown. 
Who like a bridegroom ready trimm'd 

comes from his chamber down. 
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V. 

And as a giant he fets out 

upon his work apace, 
Ue ilops not till he has performed 

and run his glorious race. 

VI. 
From heav*ns end is his going forth 

circling to th' end again : 
And there is nothing from his heat 

that hidden doth remain. 

Si. Stephen. 

Psalm LXXIL 

I. 

/^ OD taketh pity on the poor, 

^^ who are with need oppreft. 

He doth preferve them evermore 

and bring their fouls to I'eft, 

IL 
Both from deceit and violence 

their fouls he fhall fet free, 
Alfo their blood which (hall be (bed 

precious to him fhall be. 

Gloria Patri. 



Si 
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St. John. 

Psalm LXXXIX. 

I. 
Greatly' blefl: the people are 

the gofpel found who know, 
Drightnefs of thy face, O Lord, 
hey ever on (halt go« 

IL 

iy in thy name {hall all the day 
ejoice exceedingly, 
d in thy righteoufiieis fhall they 
xalted be on high : 

in. 

aufe the glory of their ftrength 
[oth only ftand in thee, 
d in thy loving favor fhall 
>ur powV exalted be. 



ftnoients 
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Innocents Day. 
Psalm. LXVIIL 

CING praife. Ting praife unto the ImA 
^ who ridcth on the (ky, 
Extol the great Jehovah's name 
and him ftill magnify. 

n. 

The fame is he that is above, 

within his holy place. 
That Father is of fatherleis 

and judge of widows cafe; 

If I. 

Houfcs and iffue both he gives 

unto the comfortlefs. 
He bringcth bondmen out of thrall 

and rebels to diftreis. 



*" 
J 
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TAe Sunday after Chriftmas. 
Psalm. XIX. 

We fang the firH part of this pfalm on Chriftmas da]r^ 
which treats of the glory of the Lord Chrift, as it is 
difplayed in his kingdom of nature: This (econd 
part treats of his kino;dom of grace. What the fun 
IS in the natural ivor]d» that is Chrift in the fpiritual. 
The volume of nature (hews his glory, but never 
favingly, until it be explained by the volume of re« 
velation. This is fuch a light to the foul, as the 
other is to the body : And this is here fet forth by 
fix names, to which Ax efiedls are aicribed. The 
gofpel of Chrifl coniidered as his law converts the 
^ul, as his telliniony it makes wife, as the ilatutes 
of the Lord it rejoices the heart, as his command- 
ment it enlightens the eyes, as the fear of the Lord 
it endures for ever, as the judgments of the Lord it 
is true and righteous altogether : On theie accounts 
it is commended for its value, far above gold, and 
for its fweetneis, fweeter than honey, and for its 
uiefulnefs, in keeping of it there is great reward. 

O that the light of the gofpel may fhine upon all our 
hearts, fo as to produce thofe gracious eifedls. Lord 
blefs it this day. May we find fuch joy and peace 
in hearing and believing it, that all within us may 
blefs the name of our incarnate God. While we 
fing his praife.c may he give us good reafon to hope, 
that we fiiall foon ^raife him better, when we ihall 
fee him face to face. 

L 

/^ OD*s law is perfcft and concerts 
^^ the foul in fin that lies. 
Cod's teftimony is moll fure 
and makes the fimple wife. 

I 2 W'tV^ 
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II. 

The ftafutes of the Lord are right, 

and do rejoice the heart. 
The Lord's command is pure, and doth 

light to the eyes impart. 

IIL 
Unfpotted is the fear of God, 

and ever doth endure. 
The judgments of the Lord moft true 

mofl: righteous are and pure. 

IV. 
They more than gold, yea much fine gold 

to be defined arc : 
Than fweetcft honey, from the comb 

that droppeth, fwecter far. 

V. 
Moreover they thy fervant warn 

how he his life (hould frame : 
A great reward provided is 

for them that keep the fame. 

Psalm CX. 

This Is another of our Ckriilinas hymns. Its appl 
tion to Chriil is fettled by infallible aathoiity. 
deicribes his nature, God-man, David's fon and 
David's Lord, his kingdom, his priefthood, and 
government in gathj^ng his church, and in c 
quering his enemies, and la^y the way ia w] 
thefe effedis were produced, jcbe fufierings of CI 
and the glory that fhould follow* So that this p( 
is a fummary of the whole ^gfifyd. 
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The greateft part of it has been already fulfilled in his 
own perfon as the head, and in his members^ many 
of whom are now round his throne, and many now 
upon earth have been made a willing people by the 
gofpel, which is the fceptre of his power — they be-* 
lieve in the facrifice of their great high prieft, and 
they rely upon the arm of the Lord their righteouf- 
nefs, their great Melchizedek, and if he fhould 
make them drink of the brook in the way, as he did» 
jet being his redeemed^ they may fing in faith and 
hope of his lifting up their head. His crofs is his 
way to his crown. May the blefTed profpe^ raife 
and purify our affedlions, that we may delight to be 
afcribing to him all the honor of our falvation. May 
every heart blefa him to day : yea may we now join 
all" tbofe in heaven and earth, who are giving glory 
to God and the Lamb. 

T. 

rEHOVAH faid unto my Lord, 
' fit thou 9t my right hand, 
rill I have made thy foes a ftool 
whereon thy feet fhall (land. 

IL 
r*he Lord (hall,out of Sion fend 

the fceptre of thy might, 
V midft thy greatcft foes Ihalt thou 

be ruler in their fight. 

lU. 

\nd in the day on which thy reign 

and great pow'r they Ihall fee. 
Then (ree will-ofFerings (hall all 
. thy people give to thee. 

I 3 ly.xi^^ 
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IV. 

Yea with an holy worfhipping 

then (hall they offer all. 
As numerous as the drops of dew 

which in the morning fall. 

AFTERNOON. 

Psalm. CX. 

I. 
'T* H E Lord hath fworn and nevir will 
^ repent what he doth fay. 
By th' order of Melchizedck 
Thou art a prieft alway. 

The glorious and mighty Lord, 

who fits at thy right hand, 
Shall in his day of wrath ftrike thro* 

kings that do him withfland. 

IIL 
He (hall among the heathen judge 

he (hall with bodies dead 
The places fill, o*er rebel lands 

he (hall wound ev'ry head. 

IV. 
And he (hall drink out of the brook 

that runneth in the way, 
Wherefore he (hall lift up on high 

His royal head that day. 
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^he Circumcifion of Chrijl. 
Psalm XXXIX. 

-* Ais is new-year's day. How fliort is life ? Its conti- 
nuance how uncertain ? Eternity is at hand. How 
careful then ihould we be to make a good ufe of 
thefe flying moments^ that when they are run out, 
we may be happy for ever. We have here the pro- 
phet's meditation upon this fubjedt. May his 
thoughts be ours to-day. O that his prayer may be 
made by tytty one of us. May the Lord tench us 
fo to number our days that we may apply our hearts 
to (aving wifdom. How happy are they^ whom the 
Lord has made wiie unto lalvation! How thankful 
ihould they be, who can place the confidence of 
their hearts in the Lord Jefus Chrifl, and can fmg 
with the prophet) Truly my hope is even in thee* 

I. 

Ti/TINE end and meafure of my days 
^^ O Lord unto me (how. 
What is the fame 5 that I thereby 
my frailty well may know. 

II. 
Lo, thou my days an hand breadth mad'll^ 

mine age is in thine eye. 
As nothing : fure each man at bcft 

is wholly vanity. 

III. 
Sure each man walks in a vain Ihow, 

they vex thcmfelves in vain : . 
He heaps up wealth and doth not know 
to whom it fhall pertain. 

I 4 IV. ^v.d 
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IV. 

And now, O Lord, what wait I for ? 

what help do I dcfire ? 
Truly my hope is cv'n in thee, 

I nothing elfe require. 



Psalm XL. 

St. Paul has opened the meanini; of this pralm* and hu 
proved that it treats of the Lord Chfifl, as becomiog 
iubj d to the law for man. When facrifices coold 
noi take away fin, he came to take i( awav by hit 
own iaciiuce, and therefore he was circumci/edy and 
made under the law to redeem them that were under 
the law. By his life and death having perfe^y done 
the will of God he became the author of eternal fal* 
\ alien. 

Here is the objefl of our faith — Chrifl God-man keep- 
ing the law, and fnffering its penalties for his people. 

* Mere is their matter and ground of rejoicing, that 
he is the end of the law for righteonineis to every 
one who believeth. As this truth is received, the 
confcience is at peace with God, and hope in God 
revives. May we glorify Jefus this day, finding of 
and rejoicing in that love, which led him to be cir* 
cumcifed and obedient unto the law for man : For 
this ineflimable mercv may he have honor and glory 
and bleHing and praife fi-om us to day and for ever* 

T. 
"VTO facrifice nor offering 
•*^^ didll thou at all dclire, 
Mine ears thou bor'd : fin-oflF'ring thou 
and burnt didft not require. 

II. Then 
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II. 

Then to the Lord thefe were my words^ 

I come, Behold and fee, 
Within the volume of thy book 

it written is of me, 

111. 
To do thy will I take delight 

O thou my God who art> 
Yea that mod holy law of thine 
• I have within my heart. 

Gloria Patri. 



TU firfi Sunday after the Epiphany, 
Psalm LXVI. 

We 'call this Epiphany^ which means the riiing of the 
fun of righteoufnefsupon the Gentiles. It is through 
'the tender mercy of our God, that Chrift the day 
fpring. from on high has vifited us> who were fitting 
in darknefs, and in the fhadow of death. He brings 
with him light and life, and comfort, yea every 
bleflin^ to' the foul, upon which he arifes. He ppen9 
the blind eyes to fee his marvellous light* And 
ihining vith his bright beams upon the dead finner, 
he quickens him : Shinine on iliU he guides him in 
his way and makes him a£live in it r never wiihdraw- 
ing his influence, till the day of glory dawn, and 
that fun, which never fets, arife upon the foul, 

1$ *f 
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It is our prefent fubjcA to blefs God for this diftinguilh- 
ing favor. We have the light of hit goipeL £te^ 
nal thanki be to hiin» we have alfo the power of it. 
O that we may (ing of it to day with thankful hearts. 
The words are ready to our hands, indited for the 
occaHon by the eternal Spirit. May we n(e them is 
faith, rejoicing in hope, and afcribing in oar fong& 
ail the praife of this wonderful work to the God (A 
our falvatiooi 

r. 

/^ A L L ye earth, in God rejoice^ 
^^ with praife fct forth his natne, 
Extol his might, with heart and voice 
give glory to the fame. 

n. 

How wonderful, O Lord, fay ye 

in all thy works thou art. 
Thy foes for fear (hall fcek to thee 
and much againft their heart. 

in. 

The men who dwell the earth throughout 

(hall praife the name of God, 
The fame thereof the world about 

is fhew'd and fet abroad. 

IV. 
All folk come forth, behold and fee 

what things the Lord bath wrought, 
Mark well the wondrous works that he 

for men to pals hath brought. 



Ps AtM 
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Psalm LXVI. 

I. 
VT E people give unto our God 
^ due laud and thanks always. 
With joyful voice publifli abroad 
and ling unto his praife, 

ir. 

Who doth endue our foul with life 

and it preferve withall. 
He (lays our &et, fo that no foe 

can naake us flip or fall. 

III. 
For thou didft prove and try us. Lord) 

as men do Giver try : 
Brought'ft us into the net, and mad'd 

bands on our loins to lye. 

IV. 
Thou. haft caus'd men ride o'er our heads 

and altho' we did pafs 
Thro' fire and water, yet thou brought'ft 

us to a wealthy place. 

y. 

rU bring mine off" Vings to thy houfe, 

to thee my vows ril pay. 
Which my lips utter'd, my mouth fpake^ 

whea trouble on me lay. 



A\^T^ 
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AFTERNOON. 
Psalm LXVI. 

/^ O M E forth and hearken unto me 
^ all ye that fear the Lord^ 
What he for my poor foul hath done 
to you I will record. 

ir. 

Often I call to mind his grace, 
this mouth to him doth cry. 

And thou my tongue make fpeedy pace 
to praife him joyfully. ' 

HI. 
But if I feel my heart within 

in wicked works rejoice. 
Or if I have delight in Qn 

God will not hear my voice. 

IV. 
But furcly God my voice hath heard, 

and what I do require. 
My pray*r alfo he doth regard 

and granteth my defire. 

V, 
O let the Lord our gracious -God 

for ever blefled be. 
Who turned not my pray'r from him 

nor yet his grace from me. 



g 
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Tie fecond Sunday after the Epiphany. 

Psalm I. 

he firft pfalqi treats of the fitnefs of Chrift far his 
work, and of his fuccefs in it. He was wichooc Qn, 
when he came to put away fin ; and he was the tree 
of life, in whom believers live as branches; and by 
grace received from him they grow ap into him in 
all things. This pfalm ihoald be fung with faith 
that we are in him, and with a lively hope, -that wc 
fliall live on him, and to him for evermore, and then 
we ihall make fweet melody in our hearts unto the 
Lord. 

I. 

pH AT man hath pcrfed blcflfedncfs 
* who never walks aftray 
n counfel of ungodly men^ 
Nor (lands in (inners way ; 

II, 
^or (itteth in the fcorners chair. 

But placeth his delight 
Jpon God*s law, and meditates 

therein both day and night. 

III. 
^e fliall be like a tree that is 

planted the rivers nigh, 
A^hich in- due feafon bringeth forth 

its fruit abundantly. 

IV. 
^hofe top (hoot (hall not fade nor fall^ 

but flouriflbing (hall (land, 
fuft fo all things (hall profper well, 

which this man takes in h^nd. 
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Psalm III. 

The title is. A p/mlm fir Dmmd wJhem i$ fid fim tBt 
fact rfAb/akm^ % Sam. xv. on which occafion he 
fpake by the Spirit concerning the beloved Jefast whO' 
was in like manner to be driven bjr his own people 
out of Jerafalem, and was to fufier without the gate. 
In this fituation he exprefles his perfed confidence ia 
Grdy and prays for deliverance from all his cntmiesr 
which he found, and we ihall alfo find through him, 
whenever we aik in faith nothing wavering. 

We here fee how fafe they are, who live under the cart 
of a covenant God ; they may lie down in their 
beds, yea in their ^rav^, and fear no evil. Ma^ 
we in finging experience fome of this humble confix 
dencCy and with all our hearts afcribe this and every 
other blefling of falvationto the Lord Jefos Chrift» 

r. 

r\ L.O R p, how are my foes incrcasM J 

^^ Againft me many rife :. 

Many fay of my foul, for him. 
in God no fuccoiM* lies»^ 

ir. 

But thou, O Lord, art my de&nce,, 
on thee my hopes rely. 

Thou art my glory, and fhall yet 
lift up my head on high. 

Iir. 

Whenr with my voice unto the Lord 
I earneftly did cry, 

Then he out of his holy hill- 
did hear me Ipeedily.. 

17.1 
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IV. 

I laid me down, and quiedjr 
I flept, and rofe again -, 

For I did know aiTuredly 
the Lord did me fuftain* 



AFTERNOON, 

Psalm ni. 

L 
T F thoufands up againft me rife 
-*• I will not be afraid ; 
For thou art ftili my Lord and God 
my Saviour and mine aid. 

II. 
Arife, O Lord, fave me my God ; 

for thou my foes has ttruck 
On their cheek-bone, and thou the teetit 

of wicked men haft broke. 

HI. 
Salvation, ©nly doih belong- 

unto the Lord above, 
V/ho on thy people doft beftow 

the bleffing of thy love. 

IV. 
To Father, Son, and holy Ghoft^ 

the God whom we adore. 
Be glory as it wa9, is now, 

and (hall be evermore* 



^fexTd 
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^hird Sunday after the Epiphany. 
Psalm IV. 

Believers are here called apon to trail in the Lord al- 
wavs ; that they may offer to him throogh the belorei 
jeius the facrince of praife continually : for wkidi 
end we (hould be feeking in all means for more fenis 
of his favor towards as, an increaie of which ii 
better than all the worlds gsods : For it makes oi 
live fafe and happy under the care of God both night 
and day. Blefied are they who can fing thefe words 
with melody in their hearts nnto the Lord. 

L 

/^ FFER to God the lacrificc 
^^ of righteoufnefe and praife^ 
And look that in the living God 
you put your truft always. 

IL 

who will fhew us any good ? 
Is that which many fay. 

But of thy countenance the lights 
Lord, lift on us alway» 

III. 
For thou thereby (halt make my heart 

more joyful and more glad : 
Than they who of their corn and wine 

a great increafe have had. 

IV. 

1 will both lay me down in peace 

and quiet fleep will take, 
Becaufe thou only- me to dwell 
in fafecy, Lord, doft make» 

Psalm 
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P S A L M V. 

This is a prayer of ihe (iOrd Chrift, in which he was 
heard iind adfwered. He trufted in God at all times, 
and he was carried through his obedience and fuffer- 
ings with continual fucceis» So will oar prayers through 
him find admittance within the veil, and bring down 
every needful blefiipg. Let as aik in faith nothing 
wavering, and our prayer hearing God will grant as 
cor hearts defire. May we iing with this Aire trull 
in his faichfulnefs. 

h 

/^ I V E ear unto mywords, O Ldrd, 
^^ my mediucion weigh : 
Hear my loud cry, my king, my God, 
for I to thee will pray : 

II. 
Lord thou ihalt early hear rhy voice, 

I early will dire<^ 
My prayer to thee, and looking upt 

an anfwer will expeft j 

III. 
And I will patiently ftill truft 

in thee nty God alone, 
Thou art not pleas'd with wickednefs 

and ill with thee dwells none : 

IV. 
Therefore will I come to thy houfe 

trOfling upon thy grace. 
And I Will worihip in thy fear 

cowards thy holy place. 
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AFTERNOON. 

Psalm V. 

I. 
/CONDUCT mc in thy righteoufnefs 

^^ for watchful is my foe. 

Therefore, O Lord make plsdn, the way, 

wherein I ought to go. 

n. 

And let all thofe who trull in thee 
with fhouts their jdjf proclaim. 

Let them rejoice whom thou prcfcrv'ft 
and thofe who love thy name. 

III. 
For, Lord, unto the righteous man 

thou wilt thy blefling yield. 
And with thy grace wilt compafs him 

about as with a fhield. 

Gloria Patri. 



Feu 
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Fourib Sunday after Epiphany. 
Psalm VIII. 

Our Lord has applied this pfalm to himfelf in Matt. xxi. 
And St. Paul has commented upon it in Heb. ii. 9. 
** But we fee Jefus, who was made a little lower than 
" the angeJs crowned with glory and honor:" He 
has dominionover all creatures and things, which we 
loft by the fall, and is only reflored to us under 
Chrift. In this view he is here confidered as glorious 
even to admiration, he has the tedimooy of children 
to confute his enemies, and he has the earth and 
heavens, the fun, moon, and ilars to maeoify him, 
for though he was a little while abafed below the 
angels in his humiliation, yet he is now crowned 
king of kings, and is fet over all the works of God: 
His kingdom ruleth over all. The prophet begins 
and ends the pfalm with the fame admiration of the 
forpafling glory of the name of the Lord Chrift. May 
we nnderftand and enter into the fpirit of this divine 
hymn. O that we could (ing it to day, as the happy 
fubjeds of fuch a glorious monarch. May wd (b 
truft in what he did for us, when be was lower than 
the angels,' as to expeA he will be our friend in hb 

• high exalted (late. May we in ufing this hymn ad- 
mire the excellency of his great name, and with 
thankful hearts bids and praife King- mediator xm 
d ay, and ' for ever. 

I. 

XJ O W excellent in all the earthy 
•* * Jehovah our Ldrd is thy name^ 
Who haft thy glory far advancM 
Above the highcft ftarry frame. 



-a 
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II. 

From infants and from fucklings mouths 
Thou didft a mighty ftrength ordain, 
For thy foes fake, that fo thou might'ft 
Th* avenging enemy reftrain : 

in. 

Wh^n I look up unto the heav'ns 
Which thine ahnighty fingers fr4mM, 
Unto the moon and to the ilars 
Which were by thee wifely ordain*d. 

IV. 
Then fay I, what U man, that we 
Should be remember'd fo by thee ! 
Or what the Son of nian, that thou 
So merciful to us (houldft be ! 



Psalm VIII. 

• I. ' • 
T OR D, for a little while thou haft 
^^ Him lower thai;i the angels niade. 
With glory and with dignity 
Thou haft crowned his royal head. 

II. 
Ruler of all thy works he is, 
Under his feet thou all didft lay» 
All (hecp and oxen, yea atid bcafts 
Which in the open field do ftray. 

III. Fowls 



[ ^99 ] 

m. 

s of the air, fifli of the fca 
cevcr paffes thro* the fame, 
excellent in all the earth 
vah our Lord is thy nanle ! 



AFTERNOON. 
Psalm IX. 

pfalm treats of the wonderful work of God in 
vering Chrift from all his enemj^es, and from 
th efpecially. A ri^ht anderftanding of this de- 
rance, and faith in it, will lead as to praife God 
it at all times : Becaafe he will give us reafbn to 
: of oar own deliverance through him from all 
fins and foes and miferies : And this will keep 
hearts in tune to praife the Lord, 

L 

I T H my whole heart to thee, OLord, 

will I ling laud and praife, 
fpeak of all thy Wondrous works 
1 them record always. 

II. 
be glad and much rejoice 
thee, O God mod high, 
make mv fongs extoll thy name 
)ve the Itarry (ky. 

HI. 
lie my foes are driven back 
d turned unto flight, 
(hall fall down and are deftroyM 
thy great pow'r and might. 
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Fifth Sunday after Epipbaiy. 

Psalm IX. 

I. 
/^ O D is protcftor of the poor» 
^^ what time they be diftreit. 
He is in all adverfity 

their refuge and their reft. 

n. 

And they that know thy name, in thee 

their confidence will place. 
For thou haft not forfaken them 

who truly feek thy face. 

III. 
Sing pfalms therefore unto the Lord 

who dwells on Sion hill. 
Among the people make him known 

his deeds record ye ftill. 

Psalm XIV. 

In this pialm we have ahambling view of the finfulnefs 
of human nature, as gailty of pradkicalatheifm, totally 
corrupt and iilthy, deftitute of all good, and iet npoa 
all evil, yea even to perfecute the children of God. 
St. Paul quotes it Rom. iii. to prove that there are 
none righteous in themfelves, no not one, and there- 
fore no flefh living can be juftiBed by any works of 
their own. Whoever is made feniible of this corrup- 
tion will find no relief, but in the glorious falvatioa 
mentioned in the lad part of the pfalm, for which the 
prophet praysy and in which he rejoices. 
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pfalm (hoald be fung with a heart felt convidljon 
' oar ffoiky ftate by natare, and with a humbling 
ofe of oar total helpleffneft under it. May the 
>rd the Spirit thus convince us ; and then he will 
ew us our need of a Saviour, and having received 
in by faith he will enable us to rejoice in the falva- 
3n of our God. The humbled heart will enter 
«peft into the fubjed of the pfalm, and will there- 
re fing it to day witb the beft melody. 

J. 

HERE is no God, the foolifli men 

do in their hearts conclude, 
ey are corrupt, their works are vile, 
lot one of them doth good. 

IL 
e Lord beheld from heav'n mod high 
he whole race of mankind, 
d faw not one who fought indeed 
he living God to find. 

m. 

ey altogether filthy are, 
jiey all afide are gone, 
d there is none that doeth good, 
^ea, fare there is not one. 

. IV. 
leie workers of iniquity 
do they not know at all, 
M they my people eat as bread, 
ami on God do not call. 



i 



K^lt'So 
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AFTERNOON. 

Psalm XIV. 

I. 
'fX/'H E N thus they rage, then fuddcnly 
^ ^ great fear (hall on them fall : 
For God doth love the righteous men, 
and will prefcrve them all. 

U. 
Ye mock the counfel of the poor, 

and caft upon them (hame : 
Becaufe they put their truft in God, 

and call upon his name. 

in. 

But who (hall fave thy people. Lord, 

or when wilt thou fulfill 
Thy promife made to Ifrael 

from out of Sion hill ? 

IV. 
For when thou (halt bring back again 

fuch as were captive led, 
Then Jacob (hall therein rejoice 

and Ifra'l fhall be glad. 



Sixth 
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Sixth Sunday after Epipbatrf, 



Psalm XVII. 

s a prayer of the beloved Jefus again ft his eneqiies 
ours, in which he was heard and anfwered : He 
kept fafe and carried happily through all oppo- 
n, till he had Hnifhed the work, which his Father 
given him to do. ^y the fame divine love and 
er all that believe in him are kept, as tenderly as 
apple of the eye, as fafely as they can be under 
covert of covenant faithfulnefs. May we take up 
words in the confidence of our hearts, and fing 
(I rejoicing in the fare mercies of our beloved. 



I. 

R D, in thy paths which be moft pure 

guide thou me and preferve, 
from the way wherein I walk 
^ fteps may never fwerve ; 

ir. 

have call*d on thee, O I^ord, 
cly thou wilt me aid, 

hear my prayer, and w^igh right well 
r words which I have faid. 

nr. 

wondrous loving kindnefs (hew 
thofe who trult in thee, 
fave them from their foes who rife 
linft thy majefty. 

K IV, O 
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IV, 

O keep me as thau wouldeft keep 
the apple of thine eye, 

And under covert of thy wings 
defend me fecretly. 



Psalm XX. 

This is a triumphant hyinn» In which the work of Clir 
is celebrated, and the church of Chrift glories them 
God the Father, according to what is here written, fa 
accepted his perfon and his work, and the pleaffl 
of the Lord is now proijpering in his Son's iiandt. 
that we could fing of this roqft blefied (alvatioo, 
they did of old in this pfalm : They not oaly li 
faith in it, but they alio triumph, and iet up tb 
banners as conquerors over all their enemies. T) 
they .put honor upon their almighty Jefus. May 
Spirit help us to do the fame this day. May 
enable us to fing in faith, and to glorify him w 
our lips and lives. 

I. 

^T^ H E Lord will hear thee in the day 
'^ when trouble he doth fend. 
And the name of Jacob's God will 
thee from all ill defend : 

II. 
He will thee help fend from above 

out of his fanftuary. 
From Sion his own holy hill 

he will give ftrength to thee. 

III. : 



III. 

^e will remember aH thy gifts, 

accept thy facrifice, 
jrant thee thy hearts wifli, and fulfill 

thy thoughts and counfel wife. 

AFTERNOON. 

Psalm XX. 

I. 
r N thy faivation we will joy 
^ in our God's name we will 
^Kplay our banners ; .and the Lord 
will all thy prayers fulfill. 

!!• 
JJow know I Gdd his Chrift doth favc, 

he from his holy heaven 
Will hear him, with the faving llrength 

by his own right hand giv*n. 

III. 
[n chariots fome put confidence 

fome horfes truft upon : ^ 

But we remember will the name 

of our Lord God ^lone. 

IV. 
We rife and upright ftand, when they 

are bowed down :xnd .£U1, 
The Lord will fave> and hear the king 

when 9re.«i hkn do call. 
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Septuagejima. 
Psalm XXIII. 

This pfalm \l fpoken in the charader of the good ( 
herd : He expreffes his perfed truft in the covei 
engagements of Jehovah, aiTored that all woul 
well with him in life iii death and in etei 
Everv word of it has been literally fulfilled to 
and It will be literally fulfilled to all his. Whei 
* . iheep of his pafture have heard his voice, anc 
enabled co follow him, then they can ufe the 
words, and expedi the fame bleffings. O with 
thankful hearts fhould they extol their good (hep! 
when it is given them to receive his words wii 
doubt or wavering — •* My (heep, fays he, hea: 
*< voice, and I know them, and they follow 
And I give unto them eternal life, and they 
never periih, neither (hall any pluck them o 
my hand. They hear, they believe, they rej 
Safe under the pailoral care of his loving heart 
faithful arm. they can fing with gratitude of the 
ihepherd and bilhop of their (buls. May he be 
rified in our ifong this day. 

r. 

JEHOVAH my good (hepherd is 
and he who doth me feed, 
How can I then lack any thing 
whereof 1 Hand in need. 

II. 
He fruitful paftures doth provide 

where I do fafely lie. 
And after. leads me to the ftfcams 

wJjich run moft. pkaianiVj. 
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III. 

-^My foul he doth reftore again, 
and mc to walk d9th make, 

X^ii the plain paths of righteoufnefs 
ev'n for his own name's fake. 



Psalm XXIIL 

r. 
VTEA, tho* I walk in vale of death, 
* yet I will fear no ill. 
Thy rod and ftaff do comfort me 
and thou art with me &A\. 

II. 
My table thou haft furnifhed 

in prefence of my Toes : 
My head with oil thou dofl; anoint, 

and my cup overflows. 

III. 
Goodnefs and mercy all my life 

fhall furely follow me. 
And in God's houfe for evermore 

my dwelling place (hall be. 

IV. 
To Father, Son, and holy Ghofty 

the God whom we adore. 
Be glory as it was, is now, 

and fhall be evermore. 



K 2 AFTER- 
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AFTERNOON. 

PtALM XXV. 

This is a prayer for defiverance from fins and e&emies. 
It is to be fang in faith : And the anfwer is to be 
waited for with patience. For the Father will heir 
the petitions of all thofe, who aik in his Son's name, 
and will grant them their hearts defire. We ihall 
fing the words aright, if we have a fenfe of our 
wants, and a dependence upon the faitkfalAeft of 
God to give the promifed fapply* Aik this, and jt 
ihall have. 

I. 

T L I F T my heart to thee 
^ my God and guida moft juft, 
O fuflfer mc to take no fhamr : 
for in thee do I truft. 

it: 

Let not my foes rejoice 

nor make a fcorn of me ; 
And let them not be overthrown 

who put their truft in thee, 

lit. 
Direft me in thy truth 

and teach me I thee pray. 
Thou art my Saviour and my God 

on thee I wait a)way. 

IV. 
Thy mercies manifold, 

O Lord, recall to mind. 
And gracioufly continue ftill, 

as thou waft ever kind. 
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Sexagejima. 

Psalm XXV.- 

I. 

Hi E humble God will teach 
his precepts to obey, 
n\\ dire6t in all his paths 
e lowly man- al way. 

ill the ways of God 
th truth and nxerey are, 
lieni who do his covenant 
d ftatutes keep with qare. 

m. 

1 thofe that fear him is 
e fecret of the Lord, 
knowlege of his covenant 
: will to them afford. 

IV. 
fety keep my foul ^ 
id ftill deliver me, 
let me never be afham'd, 
;caufe I truft in thee. 
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Psalm XXVIL 

We have in this pfalm a lively pidure of perfeA confi- 
dence in Jehovah agsunft all enemies and dangers. 
It is the prayer of Jefus : To which he joins his ear- 
neil defire to enjoy conflant commanic^n with Jehovah 
in his houfc and ordinances. Blefled is the mn,. 
who is in Jefus, one with him and living hy fkitk 
upon him, he may ufe the fame prayer, and ezpeft 
communion in the houfe and ordinances of God witk 
the Father and the Son, by the influence of the holy 
Spirit. May we all enjoy this bleffing, while we take 
up the words, and fing 

r. 

\X7'HOM (hould I fear, fincc God to nw . 

falvation is and light ? 
Since (Irongly he my life fupports, 
what can my foul aflfright ? 

11. 
Againft me tho* an hoft encamp, 

my heart yet fearlefs is, 
Tho* war againft me rife, I will 

be confident in this. 

III. 
One thing I of the X^ord defir'd 

and will feek to obtain, ^ 
That all days of my life I may 

within God's houfe remain, 

IV. 
Thati the beauty of the Lord 

may behold and admire. 
And that I in his holy place 

may reverently enquire. 
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A^FTERNOON. 

Psalm XXVIL 

I. 
/^ LORD, inftrudt me in thy way 
^^ to me a leader be 
In a plain path, becaufe of thofe ^ 

. who hatred bear to me. 

IL 

leave 'tne not unto the will 
of them who are my foes ; 

For they furmife againft me ftill 
falfe witnefs to dcpofe. 

in. 

1 utterly fhould faint, but that 
this hope fupporreth me. 

That in the land of the livi^ig 
thy goodnefs I fhall fee. 

IV. 
* Wait on the Lord thee to confirm, 

and he fhall ftrength afford 
Unto thy hc*t ; yea, do thou wait 

I fay, upon the Lord. 

f The Lord's anfwer to the foregoing prayer. 
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f^tfinquagefima. 
Psalm XXVIII. 

This is a thanlcfgiving to the Lord for his {ptdal fa^ 
vors in hearing the fappljcation of his Cnrifty and 
in helping him in every time of need, and for the 
fovors beftowed upon his people tbroogh faith i» 
him : From whence the "prophet takes oCcaiion to 
pray for the continuance of thefe favors. With what 
gladnefs of heart (hould every one iing the words-» 
who has been made a moannent of free grace, and 
who by diftinguifliinglove can uie the words to day 
for his own thankfgivin^. O that we may iing them 
to the glory of oar God^ and io our mutual edificar 
tion. 

L 

'Tp O render thanks unto the Lord 
-■' how great a caufc have I ? 
[Who heard my prayer for grace, and fent 
an anfwer willingly. 

He is my fliield and fortitude, 

my buckler in diftrefe. 
My heart rcjoiceth greatly, and 

my fong fliall him conrefs. 

in. 

He is our ftrength and our defence 

our foes for to refift. 
The ftrength of the falvation pf 

bis own cleft by Chrift. 

IV. Tht 
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IV- 
1iy people and thy heritage 

Lord, favc> bkls, and prcferve^ 
icreafe them. Lord, and rule their hearts, 

that they may never fwervc^ 



Psalm XXX. 

he title of this pfalm fixes the fobjed^ It was to be 
iang at the dedication of the temple of the beloved. 
Tlie temple was the type of his body, which wa* 
then in'' an efpecial manner dedicated, when it was 
raifed from the dead. So the apoiHe James inter- 
prets the prophecies relating to the refarredion of 
Chriil : ** To this,^ (ays he, agree the words of the 
♦* prophets, as it is written, after this I will return 
** and will build again the tabernacle of David (not 
** of king Pavid but of the beloved) which was fallen 
♦* down, and I will raife it up." For which the ri- 
fen Saviour praifes in this pfalm, and ble/Tes his God. 
Happy for us, if we be riien through faith in him 
from the grave of fin. Then we may iing of his rc- 
iurre£lion in joyful hope of our rifing one day from 
the grave of death, and of our being like him and 
with him for ever. With this hope may our thanks 
ful hearts now blefs his holy naoie.- 

I. 

r ORD, I will, thee extol, for thoa^ 
^ hQ&. lifted me on high, 
fiLTid over me thou to rejoice 
mad'ft not mine enemy. 

11. Thou 



n. 

Thou, Lord, haft brought my foul from hell» 

and thou the fame didd fave 
From them, who in the pit do dwell i 

quick'ning me from the grave. 

in. 

O ye who have his mercy found 

fing praife unto the Lord, 
And give unto him thanks, when you 

his holinefs record. 

IV. 
For but a moment lafts his wrath, 

life in his favor lies. 
Weeping may for a night endure, 

at morn doth joy arife. 

AFTERNOON. 
Psalm XXXL 

This pfalra is made ap of prayer and praHe, The pro- 
phet prays for deliverance from fins and enemies, and 
he has a gracious anfwer. Thereupon he encourages 
believers to follow his example, calling upon tltfm 
to admire the Lord's goodnels» and to truft in him at 
all times, and then they will always have reaibn to 
praife him. We ihall ling the. words aright if we 
truft to what Jefus is to us, our Saviour from fins and 
enemies, and thereby we ihall know how good God 
is. May we tail how gracious he is, and olefs him 
for the wonders, which he doeth for the children of 
men. 

I. How 
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I. 

rjOW great's thy goodnefs which thou haft 
'*• ^ laid up for thy children. 
And wrouffht for them who truft in thee 
before the' fons of men I 

n. 

All praife and thanks be to the Lord 

for he hath maghify*d 
His wondrous love to me, within 

a city fortify*d. 

m, 

O love the Lord all ye his faints, 

becaufe the Lord doth guard 
rhe faithful, and he plenteoufly 

proud doers doth reward. 

IV. 
Be of good courage, and he ftrength 

unto your heart (hall fend. 
All ye whofe hope and confidence 

do on the Lord depends 



4^ 
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A/b'Wednefdirf. 
Psalm XXXII. 

There are none truly humbled for fin, bat pardoQeJ 
iinners. A fenie of fin najpardon^ haideot the 
heart and nuries unbelief;, but the feeling of fin in 
the believing fool melu the bear! Rnd maires it tmly 
contrite. Then fin is confefled aright. Then God 
18 elorified for the free forgiremefs of it. His boond- 
leu mercy is more prizra In the growing ftnie of 
the exceeding finfulnefs of fin» which is followed 
with more hatred to it and more vidlory over it.. 
Of thefe the prophet fweetiy finffs ia this p(^m. 
David here defcnbeth the blefifednefs of the nan, 
unto whom the Lord imputeth righteoufnefi without 
works. He is a bkfied man iad^r May we know 
ity and fing of this mercy to day. with thankful 
hearts, admiring the exceeding riches of the grace 
of God in his kindnefs to ut through Chrift Je{us» 

I. 

^T^ H E man is bleft whofe wickedne& 
^ the Lord forgiven hath. 
And he whofe fin is Hkewife hid 
and covered from his wrath. 

11. 
B!cft is the man to whom the Lord 

imputeth not his (in. 
And in whofe foul there is no guile^ 
nor fraud is found therein. 

in. 

Ye righteous in the LOrd be glad, 

in him do ye rejoice. 
All ye who upright are in heart 

for joy lift up your voice. 
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I 

Thefarft Sutfday in Lent. 
Psalm XXXIII. 

ierers are called upon bv the holy Spirit in this 
xiumphant hymn to prai& Immanuel for Ids word» 
rnd works. By his word he fpake, aad all things 
vere made : By the fame word he commands and 
til things fnhfift, for they all ferve him. His will it 
ilmighty, whether in lus word or work* Happy, 
Jirice happy they, who believe his word of grace, 
md trull according to it, that all things are working 
together for their good. Theft are the righteous, 
0ifho are called upon to fing this pialm with thank- 
ful ^hearts. May we be in their number. May the 
Lord the Spirit give us reafbn to day to blefs and 
praife our God for his precious love to our fouls* 

I. 

T E righteous in the Lord rejoice, 

^ it is a feemly fight, 

fiat upright men with thankful voice 

ihould praife the Lord of might* . 

[)g to the JLord with a new fong^ 
with courage give him praife : 
rcaufe his word is ever true, 
bis works and all his .ways* 

m. 

3r by the wprd of God alone 
the heav'ns above were \yrought, 
heir hofts and pow*rs every one, 
jhis b^a^tfar to pals hath brought* 
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IV. 

What he commanded done it was 
at once with utmoft fpeed ; 

What he doth will is brought to pafs 
with full effeft indeed. 

V. 

The councils of the heathen folk 
the Lord doth bring to nought^ 

He doth defeat the multitude 
of their device and thought : 

vr. 

But his decrees continue (till, 

and (land for ever furc. 
The motions of his mind and will 

from age to age endure. 



Psalm XXXIIL 

I. 
T>LESSED are they to whom the Lord 
-^ as God and guide is known. 
Whom he doth choofe of mere accord 
to take them for his own. 

II. 
Behold, on thofe who do him fear 

the Lord doth fet his eye, 
Ev'n thofe who on his mercy do 

with confidence rely* 

III. Whcit: 



I 
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m. 

lerefore our foul doth whole depend 
)n God our ftrength and ftay, 
is our (hield us to defend 
md keep all ill away. 

IV. 
et thy mercy gracious Lord 
till prefent with us be, 
we defire with one accord 
m\y to truft in thee, 

A F TERN O O N. 

PSALM XXXIV. 

! prophet being in great danger called upon the 
ord, and he heard and anfwered his petitions : He 
ere iings of his deliverance, and calls upon all the 
adeemed to join in praiiing God for his goodnefs, 
ad for the wonders which he hath done for them 
ad for their fahation. Whoever has tailed that the 
ord is gracious has the fame fubje^ of praife, and 
lay he find his thankfulnefs increafe, while he is 
ith his Hps afcribing to him all his glory. May 
^ery heart rejoice, and make fweet melody to the 
ord, while we are offering up our facrifice of 
raife. 

I. 

Will give thanks unto the Lord, 

and blefs his name always, 
' mouth alfo for evermore 
hall fpeak unto his praife. 
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I do delight to laud the Lord 
in heart in foul and voice. 

That humble men may hear thereof 
and with me may rejoice. 

Therefore fee that ye magnify 
with me the living Lord, \ 

Let us exalt his holy Qame 

always with one accord : 

IV. 

For I myfelf befbught the Lpr^i 
he anfwerM me again. 

And me delivered, ipeedily 

from all my fears and pain. 



rbs 
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f be fecund Sunday in Lent. 

Psalm XXXIV. 

I. 
E angel of the Lord doth pitch 
lis tent in ev'ry place 
e all thofe, who do him fear 
nothing them de£acc« 

n. 

and fee that God is good ; 
trulls in him is bleft. 
rod, his faints : none that him &ar 
L be with want oppreiL 

in. 

MS young may hungty be> 
they may lack their rood \ 
ey who truly feek the Lord 
I not lack any good. 

IV. 
oubles which affliA the juft 
umber many be, 
t at length out of them all 
Lord doth fet htm free. 



Psalm 
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Psalm XXXVI. 



This pfalm treats of the corroption of the wicM, 
particularly of their enmity to the Lord and to his 
ways, and then defcribes the fpecial loving kindneft 
of the Lord to his Chrill and to his people. . The 
inftances of this here given contain every oleffiog of 
earth and heaven — fach as, fafety to believers unda 
the prote^on of his covenant- love— a moft abondsBt 
provision made in his houfe for their ipiritoal food, 
yea for their fpiritoal banqaet— lisht and life flow- 
ing from the only fountain of both to their fouls— 
and thefe bleffing • fecured perfeQly and for ever to 
all who partake of them by trae faith. 

O what a fubjeA is here of praife! Mav the holy Spi* 
rit apply thofe precious promiies afreih to bor heartSt 
We (hould iing of them with jonr in believing. Al| 
within us (hould blefs the Lord for making fach pro- 
snifes, and we fiiould wait for his falfilliDe them 
this day. May we in finging experience his fSdth- 
fnlnefs, and taA fome of his loving kindnefi to our 
own fouls. 

L 

'TpHY mercy is above all things, 
•* O Lord it doth excels 
In truft whereof under thy wings 
the fons of men fhall dwell : 

They with the fatnefs of thy houfe 

(hall be well fatisfy'd. 
From rivers of thy pleafures thou 

wile drink for them provide. 
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in. 

Becaufe of life the fountain pure 
remains alone with chee : ^ 

And in that pureft light of thine 
we clearly Kght Ihall fee. 

IV. 
From fuch as do acknowlege thee 

thj grace (hall not depart. 
Thy righteoufnefs thou wilt extend 

to men of upright heart. 



AFTERNOON. 



Psalm XXXVII. 

This IS a Tweet pfalm^ full of motives to encourage 
trailing in the Lord, with promifes of aflidance 
againft all oppoiition, and of the deftrufiion of all 
enemies, be they ever fo profperous for a time. 
This pfalm has been fulfilled. in the great head of the 
churchy and it is daily fulfilling in all his members. 
They tmft iii him, and are never difappointed. 
They find him faithful to his word and promife. 
He requires great truft, and he enables to it : For 
he giveth great grace. May we magnify his faith- 
fulnefs this day. The words to be fung require fted- 
faft reliance upon him. O for flrong faith, that we 
may realize the pfalm* and find it made good to us. 
May we make melody with our hearts, as well at 
our lips finging unto the Lord. 



1. 1« 
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I. 

TN God fet all thy hearths delist 

^ and look what thou would'ft have» 

Or elfe canft wi(h in all the liXMrld 

thou necdft it not to crave : 
Caft both thyfelf and thine aflPairs 

on God with perfedt truft. 
And then thou malt with gladnefi fee 
. th' effed both fure and juft. 

Reft in the Lord and patiently 

wait for him : Do not fret 
For him who, profp*ring in his way, 

fuccefs in fin doth get : 
For every wicked man will God 

mod certainly deftroy ; 
But fuch as truft in him are fure 

the land for to enjoy. 

in, 

For yet a little while and then 

the wicked (hall not be. 
His place thou (halt confider well 

yet it thou fhalt not fee :^ 
But by inheritance the earth 

the meek ones (hall pofTeis : 
They alfo (hall delight themfelves 

in an abundant peace* 
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^be third Sundi^ in Lent, 
Psalm XXXVII. 

I. 

TpHE Lord the juft man's fteps doth guide 
^ and all his ways doth blefs. 
To ev'ry thing he takes in hand 

God giveth good fuccefs : 
Tho* he do fall, yet he is fure 

not utterly to (ink : 
For God upholds him with his hand 

and from him will not fhrink : 

n. 

For the falvation of the juft 

is from the Lord above. 
He in the time of their diftrcfs 

' their ftay and ftrength doth prove : 
God evermore delivers them 

from bad men and unjuft. 
And ftill will fave them, therefore they 

in him do put their truft. 

Psalm XXXIX. 

The prophet here confidering the fhortnefs of life de- 
fires to be acquainted with it more pradlically^ in 
order that he may not be bafy about periihing things 
and forget eternal, but may keep his faith and hope 
fixed on God. This is our one bufinefs in time. 
May we* have it well done. Our hope centered on 
God in Chriil, and our hearts ready to leave the 
world. O for a pilgrim's fpirit ! fo fhall we fing the 
words aright. May great grace be upon us, thlt our 
'ftfie^ions may now be in heaven, and our converfa* 

• tion where Jefus is fitting at the ngYitViva^ ^^*<C^^, 
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I. 

Ti/T I N E end, and mcafure of my days 
-^^^ O Lord, unto me (bow. 
What is the fame, that I thereby 
my frailty well may know. 

n. 

Lo, thou my days an handbreadth mad'ft 

mine age is in thine eye 
As nothing: Sure each-man at bed 

is wholly vanity. 

III. 
Sure each man walks in a vain (how, 

they vex themfelves in vain : 
He heaps up wealth and doth not know 

to whom it (hall pertain. 

IV. 
Therefore O Lord, what wait I for ? 

what help do I defire ? 
Truly my hope is ev'n in thee, 

I thee alone require. 

AFTERNOON. 



Psalm XLIIL 

This pfalm is a prayer made in great trouble, requeft- 
ing feafonable grace to bear it with patience, and 
then keeping down marmuring with the hope of 
promifed deliverance, waiting wirh faith until it 
(hould come. May we thus behave in every trial. 
We always iland in need of the light of God's pre- 
/bnce with as, and the trat\\ o( nift ptoisd^^^ m^^ 
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[ to as : Thefe we (hould pray for without ceaf> 
and pray for them in order to keep up conftant 
onanion with God, which may be our fupport 
sr our miferiesy and may be the crown of ail oor 
forts. Let as make the words our own, not 
>iin£, but that he who has fulfilled them thou- 
s of times will now hear and anfwer our prayer 
.ith. 

I. 

^rd, fend out thy light and truth 
and lead me with thy grace, 
h may conduft me to thy hill, 
I to thy dwelling place. 

If. 
{hall I to thine altar go 
h joy to worftiip there, 
with my heart give thanks to thee, 
God, my God moft dear. 

III. 
art thou then caft down my foul ? 
at (hould difcourage thee f 
ivhy with vexing thoughts art thou 
juieted in me ? 

IV. 
ruft in God, for him to praifc 
)d caufe I yet (hall have, 
F my perfon is the health, 
God who doth me favc. 



/s 
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The fourth Sundtr/ in, Lent. 
Psalm XLVI. 

This is a ibng of triamph, in which believers haviM 
made God m Chrift thetr reAige find themielves fafe 
from all enemies and dangers. Their God himfetf 
has put thefe words into their 'mouths, that thejr 
may trufl, and not be afraid : For when he is their 
ilrengthy what (hould (hake their confidence ? The 
ilnging of this pfalm has (lilled manf guilty fears, 
and has relieved many aching hearts, When any 
bad news was related to Luther he ufed to fay- 
Come, let us fing the forty-iixth pfalm, and fear 
nothing. It is indeed a divine antidote againft the 
greatefl fears. May we experience its truth and 
power by mixing faith with it to-day. May wefo 
iing, our hearts joining with our tongues, as to ' 
no reafon to fear from any quarter. 

I. 

r^ OD is our refuge and our ftrength 
^^ in ftraits a prefent aid ; 
Therefore altho* the earth remove 
we will not be afraid. 

II. 
Tho' hills amidft the fea be call, - 

tho* waters roaring make 
And troubled be, yea tho* the hills 

by fwelling fcas do (hake, 

HI. 
Our God who is the Lord of hofts 

is (till upon our fide. 
The God of Jacob our refuge 

for ever will abide. 
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IV. 

To Father, 'Son and Holy Ghoft, 

eternal glory be. 
As was, and is, and (hall be ftill, 

to all eternity. 

Psalm XLIX. 

This pfalm has a mod folemn preface, calling for the 
attention of all mankind. 'The truth to be propofed 
is equally intereflingf to all forts and conditions of 
men. It is this — No man can by any means redeem 
another; for if he be ever fo rich or great he cannot 
pay the lead farthing for the ranfom of his own foul. 
Chrifl, and Chrift alone is able to pay the full re- 
demption price to infinite judice, and he has paid it. 
O mod blefTed truth ! All that believe £nd redemp- 
tioD through his blood. They are led to renounce 
every hope but in his atonement, and it is their ear- 
ned defire to love the Lord Redeemer with growing 
«fie£lion. May this be our happy cafe. May we 
believe in his redemption, and blcfs him and praife 
him for it this day with joyful lips, and thankful 
liearts. 

I. 

TLJEAR this all people, and give car, 
^* All in the world that dwell, 
Both low and high, both rich and poor^ 
My mouth (hall wifdom tell, 

"Whoe'er they bethat in their wealth 

their confidence do pitch ; 
And Ijoaft themfclves, becaufe they are 

become exceeding rich -, 

L 2 m^^ts. 
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Yet none of thefc his brother can . 

redeem by any way. 
Nor can he unto God for him 

fufficient ranfom pay : 

IV. 
His own foul's ranfom is too dcar^ 

paid by him it can't be. 
That ftili he (hould for ever live 

and not corruption fee. 

AFTERNOON. 
Psalm LVL 

The title of this pialm is a good comment upon it. It 
* runs thus — " To the beloved who prevailed over the 
** oppreilion of the congregation of ftrangers, a pfalm 
*^ to oe engraved upon his mind, when the Phili* 
•* (lines held him fail in Gath :'* Hence the prophet 
takes occafion to fpeak of the oppreilion of the belo- 
ved Jefus from the confpiracy of Jews and Gentiles^ 
of his confidence of vidlory from the word and pro* 
mife of Jehovah, and of his obtaining it. Every 
believer may exped the fame vidlory, and plead it 
upon the fame promife : Becaufe Jefus Chrifl con- 
quered, not as a private perfon, but as a furety for 
all his people. His vidory was theirs. O that we 
may, when fih or Safan, or wicked men rife up 
againfl u^, put honor upon his word. By truftingia 
it we (hall infallibly find it fulfilled : Yea, we (hall 
rejoice in it, as they that find great fpoil. May we 
praife him to-day for his word and faithfnlnefs, and 
fviy^ of (hem as or a foundation, which cannot po^ 
£bly tail chofe who build upotiVu 
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I. 

IjrAVE mercy. Lord, on mc I pray, 
*• ^ for man would me devour : 
He fighteth with me day by day 
and troubleth me each hour. 

II. 
My foes do daily enterprifc 

to fwallow me outright, 
To fight againft me many rife, 

O thou mod high of might. 

irr. 

When they would make mc fore afraid 
with boafrs and brags of pride, 

I truft in thee alone for aid 
by thee I will abide : 

God's promife i do greatly praife, 

O Lord, I truft to thee, 
I do not care nor fear at all 

what flelh can do to me. 



L 3 W^M, 



■ } 

■ 



I 
I 



[ 232 I - 

Fifth Sunday in Lent. 

Psalm LVL 

I. 
\TI7HEN 1 do call uoon thy name 
^^ my foes away ao ftart. 
From hence I plainly do perceive 

that God doth take my part. 

II. 
I glory in the word.of God, 

to praife it I accord, 
With joy I will declare abroad 

the promife of the Lord. 

III. 
I truft in God the Lord and fay 
as I before began," • - • 

The Lord is my lure help aod, ftay> 
. I do not fear for man. 



Psalm LVI. 

r. 

T WILL perform with heart moft frer 
^ my vows to God always. 
And I, O Lord, all times to thee 
will offer thanks aad praife : 

n. 

For thou haft brought my foul from death, 

and thou wilt ftill iecure 
The fife thou freely haft prcferv'd, 

and make my footftcps fure. 

IIL Tha 
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in. 

rhat thus protected hj thy powV 
I may thy light enjoy, . 

Vnd in the praifes of my God 
my endleis days employ. 



AFTERNOON. 
PsAtM LVIL 

TUs pialm is tt pnyer made in great troubre and ia 
great feith. The prophet flees to the mercy and 
truth bf God for fafety and finds it. He thereupon 
bleffes the Lord, and with enlarged heart praifes 
and magnifies hit great deliverer. Man is bom to 
trouble. There is no efcaping it. But Jefus changes 
its nature, and turns it into a blefling. When nnr 
the caufe of trouble, is pardoned, and the confcience 
is at peace with God, then all things work together 
for good. A fcriptoral perfuafion of this iets the 
heart at liberty; and the experience of it excites in- 
ward and outward melody. May the Spirit of low 
enable ^s in faith to flee to our God for refuge in 
ev^ry time of need, and then we fhall iing of hia 
mercy and truth to his glory and to our comfort. 
May thefe ends be anfwered by our fongs of praife 
this day. 

I. 

"DE merciful to me, O God,. 
^ thy mercy unto me 
Do thou extend : Becaufe my foul 
doth put her truft in thee : 

L 4 n, Ycai 
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II. 

Yea, in the fliadow of thy wings 

my refuge I will place, 
Until thefe fad calamities 

do wholly overpafs, 

III. 
My prayer I will caufe to afcend 

unto the Lord moft high. 
To God, who doth all things for me 

perform moft perfeftly. 

IV. 
From heav*n he fhall fend down, and me 
. from their reproach defend. 
Who would devour mp ; God his truth 
and mercy forth fhall fend. 

V. 
Be thou exalted very high 

above the hcav*ns, O God, 
And let thy glory be advanced 

o'er all the earth abroad. 



Sundof 
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Sunday next before Eafter. 

Psalm LVIL 

I. 

>TY heart is fet to blefs the Lord 
^ in him to joy always, 
y heart would ever well accord 
to fing his glorious praife. . 

tnong the people I will tell 
the goodnefs of my God, 
id fhew his praife that doth excell 
in heathen lands abroad. 

III. 
!iy mercy. Lord, is magnify'd 
as far as heav'n is high, 
by truth as high, as any ftar, 
that fliineth in the fky. 

IV. 
D thou exalt thyfelf, O God, 
above the heav'ns moft bright, 
Kalted be thro' all the earth 
thy glory and thy might. 

Psalm LIX. 

ic fubjeft is the fame with the foregoing pfalm. A 
prayer^ — an anfwer— and tbankfulnefs for the an* 
iwer, Goy and do thou likewifer Pray in faith. 
A(k and it fliall be given. The pi'omife cannot fail 

L s 
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•— << Call upon me in the time of tronble, lb I will- 
*< hear thee, and thoa flitlt glorify aie«'* May he 
get himfelf glory from us this day. 

I. 

npHE ftrength that does our foes withftandr 
-■' O Lord, doth come from thee> 
Thou art, O God, my help at haad 
an high tow*r unto me. 

n. ' 
The God of mercies plentiful 

fhall me with good prevent^ 
My God on thofe who envy me 

fhall fhcw me his intent. 

III. 
Of thy great powV I'll fing aloud,. 

at morn thy mercy praife, 
For thou to me my refuge waft 

and tower in troublous days. 

IV. 
O God, thou art my ftrength, I wilt 

fing praifes unto thee. 
For God is my defence, a God 

of mercy unto me. 

* 
AFTERNOON, 

Psalm LX. 

This Is a prayer made in faith. It was heard, and aii*^ 
fwered. In every diftrefs we (hould take the fame 
jncthod. We ihooid flee to G^d for refa^<e« and we 
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iboirld always find him a very prefent help. His 
promi&s in Chrift cannot fail. What he hath fpo- 
ken in his holinefs, he will infallibly, fulfill: And 
we pat honor upon his word, when we fo rely opoa 
it as to triumph, becaufe of its truth. May we fing 
m this faith, not doubting but it (hall be done unto 
Qs according to what oar God hath promifed. 

I. 

'T^O fuch, O Lord,, as fear thy name, 
'*' a banner thou doft (hew. 
That they may triumph in the fame, 
becaufe thy word is true. 

IT. 
That thy beloved people may 

d?liver'd be from thrall. 
Save with the pow'r of thy right hand. 

and hear me when I call. 

III. 
Give aid, O Lord, and us relieve 

from them who us difdain. 
The help which holls of men can give 

is all but weak and vain. 

IV. 
But thro' our God we fhall have might 

to take great things in hand ; 
He will tread down and put to flight 

all thofe who us wkhftand. 



Good. 
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Good Friday. 
Psalm XXII. 

This pfalm treats of the fufFerings of Chrift, and of thf 
glory which ihould follow, by the fpreadiagof hi^ 
gofpeU and by the fetting up of his kiogdom in tb ^ 
hearts of his willing people. Every circunilUn^^ 
here mentioned has had its accomplifhinent in x)m 
perfon of Chrid, as the new teftament has infallibl 
proved, and the reft is receiving its accoinplKhmer 
in the preaching of the gofpel, and thereby bringia 
finners to believe in a crucified Jefus. 

Whoever has found redemption in the blood of th 
lamb will thi& day adore and blefs him. Here is th 
fubjed of the day indited by the holy Spirit in pro 
per words. Faith in Jefus will enable os to appl 
them, and lead us to adore, with all his redeemed ii 
earth and heaven, him that loved us and waflied u 
from our fins in his own blood, and hath made u 
kings and prieils to God and thp Father : to him 
glory for ever and ever. Amen — let every creatur 
^y, Amen. 

Ti/TY God, my God, wherefore doft thou 
^^^ forfake me utterly. 
And helped not, when I do make .' 
my great complaint and cry ? 

If. 
All day, my God, to thee I cry» 

yet am not heard by thee. 
And In the feafon of the night 
1 cannot filent be, 

IIL All 
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III. 

A.U that me fee, laugh me to fcorn, 

(hoot out the lip do they, 
rhey nod and (hake their heads at me, 

and mocking they do fay, 

IV. 
This nian did truft in God that he 

would free him by his might, 
L,et him deliver him, fmce he 

had in him fuch delight, 

V. 
Then, Lord, depart not now from me 

in this my prefent grief, 
>ince I have none to be my help 

my fuccor and relief. 



^ Psalm XXIL 

I. 
\>T Y garments they divided have 
^^"^ in parts among them all. 
And for my vefture they caft lots 
to whom it Ihould befall. 

U. 
Therefore, I pray thee, be not far 

from me at my great need. 
But rather fince thou art my flrength 

to help me^ Lord, make fpeed« 



III. Then 

1 
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III. 

Then (hall I to my brethren all 

thy majefty record. 
And in the church (hall pfaiie the name 

of thee the living Lord. 



AFTERNOON. 

PSALNT XXIL 
I. 

'^lyC/TlTHIN the congregation great 
^ ^ my praife (hall be of thee. 
My vows before them who him fear 
(hall be performed by me. 

II. 
The meek (hall eat and (hall be filPd,, 

they alfo praife (hall give 
Unto the Lord, who do him feek : 

your heart (hall ever live. 

III. , 
The coafts of all the earth (hall praife 

the Lord, and feek. his grace 5 
The heathen folk (hall wor(hip all 

before his glorious face. 

The kingdom of the heathen folk. 

the Lord (hall have therefore. 
And he (hall be^ their governor 

and king for evermore- 
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Eajter ' Sunday. 
Psalm CXVIII.' 

*This is a day big with wonders. Chrift the Lord is" 
rifen. He has put away iin, has fubdaed Satan, and:^ 
deathy and all our enemies^ and we are met to 
(hare with him in his vidorles. Here is an £a(ler 
hymn, to be fung^ with thankfgiving to our triumph- 
ant Jefus. It treats, as the new teilamcnt abun* 
dantly (hews, of his fiifFerings-, his refurre«5lion, and 
of his entrance into his kingdom, whereby he be- 
came the head ftone of the corner^ uniting both' 
Jews and Gentiles into one fpiritual bnilding. I have 
leledled a pafUlge out of it for the prefent exerciie of 
'Oor faith and gtatitvrde. Its fenie is fixed by our 
Lord and his apoftles* If we anderdand it as they 
did, afid believe Chrift to be riien for our juftificai^ 
tion, we cannot bat blefs hrim> and praile him this 
day, peckoining eurielves to be dead indeed unto lin, 
but aJive anto God in Jefus Chrifl oar Lord. May 
we (ing with hearts alive to him, triumphing in his^ 
eomplete and eternal falvation. 

L 

'X^HE ftottc which formerly among 
^ the. builders was refos*d, 
is now beconie the corner ftone 
and chiefly to be us'd. 

IL 
This was the mighty work of God,. 

it was the Lord's own faft, 
And it is wondrou« to behold 

this great and noble ad:. 



UT. 

Tills is the joyful day indeed 

which God himfelf hath wrought, 
Let us be glad and joy therein, 

in voice in heart and thought. 

IV. 
Thou art my God I will confefs 

and render thanks to thee. 
Thou art my God and I will praifc 

thy mercy towards me. 

Psalm XVI. 

The words of the pfalm, which follow, are fpoket 
Chrifl in foith of his rifing from the dead, and ( 
are applied in this fenfe oy the apodle Peter : 

2 notes them Ads ii. as a proof of its not being 
bie that ChriH fiiould be holden of death. S 
Chrift the firft fruits is rifen, fo are all who be] 
in hin> rifen already from the grave of iin, and 
ihall rife one day from the grave of death, whei 
laft enemy ihail be deilroyed. In this hope, w 
ihould be full of glory and immortality, they o 
to praife their rifen Jefus, and in their fongi to ' 
him to day and for ever. 

I. 

T S E T the Lord ftill in my light 
■*■ and truft him over all. 
For he doth (land at my right hand,, 
therefore I Ihall not fall. 

II. 
Becaufe of this my heart was glad 

and joy fhall be expreft, 
Ev'n by my glory : and my flclh 

in confidence Ihall reft» 

U. Tl 
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iir. 

hou wilt not leave my foul in hell, 

becaufe thou loved me, 
ior yet will give thy holy one 

corruption for to fee -, 

IV.' 
ut wilt (hew me the path of life, 

where there is joy in (lore, 
nd where at thy right hand there are 

pleafures for evermore. 



AFTERNOON. 
Psalm XVIII. 

lis pfakn is applied to Chrift in the New Teftament. 
It treats of his death, his refurredUon, and his king- 
dom. The title explains it all: fbr it fays, the 
pfalm was fpoken by Chrift upon his beine delivered 
from the power of all his enemies, and from the 
power of the grave. This has been literally fulfilled 
in the perfon of Jefus Chrift. We are remembring 
the fadt to day. May it be with thankful faith. May 
the iinging of thefe lines t«nd to ezite and im« 
prove it, ' 

I. 

p H E pangs of death did compafs me 
*^ and bcyand me ev*ry where, 
he floods of the ungodly men 
did put me in great fear. 

IL The 
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II. 
The forrows and the bonds of he& 

were round about me £et. 
And for my lire there was prepared 

a deadly trapping net. 

III. 
I thus befet with pain and grief 

did pray to God for grace. 
And he forthwith heard my complaint 

out of his holy place. 

IV. 
He to a place where liberty 

and room was, hath nae brought^ 
Becaufe he took delight in me 

he my deliverance wrought. 

Eafier Monday. 
Psalm IL 

St Jerom ft^s, he maft be a very bold^mafi^ who wonld^ 
dare to gire any other interpretation of this pftlm, 
than Peter has done in the Ads of the Apoftles. He 
and his beloved brother Paul hare quoted it fevtral 
times. It coniifts of three parts, according to which 
I have divided it. 

Firil, It defcribes the oppofition, which the kingdom of 
Chrrfl (hould meet with from the great ones of the 
world, and which would- certainly bririg deftmAioa 
upon their o^n heads : So Herod* 4q4'ifobttQ8 Pilafet 
and the people of the Jews found it : Por j . .. 

Secondly, Chrift is in the Godhead omnipotent «s^ CK^ 
nal, but as God-man he had all power in he^il^pind 
earth committed to him by the decree of tji^'em- 
bkfied Trinity, which took place upon his^aiv*^- • 
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u Then as King-mediator he was feated a prieft 
his throne, until aU his enemies death icfeif be- 
ie his foot^ool. 

ly, It being in vain to oppofe fuch an almighty 
ereign, kings and people are called upon to do 
I homage, to kifs the Son and trull in his royal care 
love : Becaufe all fuch are blefTed of the Lord. 
)falm (hould be (\ijf.g with faith in. his refurredlion, 
t being rilen with him ^e may (hare in the blef^ 
;s of his kingdom and glory. Our affedtions 
lid delight to be, where he is fitting at the righfr 
d of God, and we ^ould with grateful heart»^ 
nowlege our fubjeffion to our Lord and king, ' 

L ■'. v.. :* 

' H Y did the Gentiles tumvihsr ra(i&^' : 

whaK r^ge.was in their bcain:?' ^ 
do the people ftiU coi^crive ; . . . . 

:hing that is but vi|in ? 

kings andf«k/s,af th<J wrthr. 
nf^tv ftndr ftr§ all bent . ■ :\ : '' 

nft the Lord, .sui4 Chrift his Soiv . ' 
lom he among us fctit. 

' • r ' Iff ... ' i* 

we be bpuhd to.th^nnfc %iheyf,,;. ' 
: all their bdn^ls^ bie brokcj, L . ' :» ' - 
of their do^irle aticl'.fheir U)^ , • 
: q.s Fejeft the yoke. 

3od wKrfits enthroned on high 
fiTjIfces how they combine, 
^dr confpiring ftrcngth defy 
~:ks. their vain defign* 



I. ■»■• 
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Eajler Tuefday, 

Psalm 11. . 

I. 
/^ OD in his anger {hall reprove 
^^ their pride and fcornful way. 
And in his fury trouble them 
and unto them fhall fay, 

ir. 

Tho* madly you oppofe my will 
the king whom I ordain, - 

Whofc throne is fixt on Sion*s hill 
fliall there fecurely reign. 

III. 
" Attend, O earth, while I declare 

" God's uncontrouPd decree, 
*' Thou art my Son, this day my heir 

" have I begotten thee. 

IV. 
" A(k and receive thy full demands 

" thiflc (hall the heathen be, 
" The utmoft limits of the lands 

" Ihall be poflcft by thee." 



Wednej 
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Wedntfday in Eafter Week. 

Psalm IL 

I. 
^ that ye lerve th* anointed Lord, 
ulers and kings with fear, 
lat with reverence ye rejoice, 
?n ye to him draw near. 

II. 
lat ye homage pay and kifs 
Son without delay, 
in his wrath ye fuddenly 
iOi from the right way. 

III. 
ce his wrath but little fhall 

kindled in his bread, 

only they who truft in him 

11 happy be and bleft. 



m 
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Firfi Sunday after Ea/i^^ 
Psalm Ll^I. 

The prophet here refls his ioul upon God^ He has 
been in the foregoing pfalms malciDg many prayersi 
and in this he declares bis parted: C0iifi4ence in bMsitig 
heard and anfwe/ed. In this faith he defies his eD^ 
miesy and excites himlelf to continue waiting apon 
God. He rejeds all creature fapperts^ and relies 
wholly upon the power of the Almighty. This is a 
mod bleffed leifon for us. May we learn it of hiffl, 
who has pradlifed it, and who alone can ^ach it, 
even our great prophet. By his word., and by his 
Spirit he can enable us to trull' him at all times aal 
in all cafes. The Lord give us this iRutk. The Lord 
increafe it where it is given, that while we are now 
exercifing it, we may have freih reafon to.thMik him 
for it. O for an high {(mg of faith to day* It 
would redound much to the glory of a promife- 
keeping God. May he be greatly exalted^ and thoii 
cur fouls will be greatly refrefhed, in iiaging this 
pfalm. 

I. 

'T^RULY my foul with waiting hope 
"■• depends or^ God indeed, 
My ftrength and my falvation do 
from him alone proceed, 

ir. ♦ 

He only my falvation is 

and my ftrong rock is he ; 
He only is my fure defence, 
' much mov*d 1 ftvaW tvox. b^* 



E 
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IIL 

Surely my foul doth whole depend 
on God my chief defire. 

From ev'ry ill me to defend 
none but him I delire. 



Psalm LXIL 

I. 
/^ O D only my falvation is 
^^ and my ftrong rock is he. 
He on]y is my fure defence, 
I fjiall not moved be. . 

II. 
In God my glory placed is 

and my falvation fure. 
In God the rock is of my ftrength 

my refuge moft fecure. 

III. 
Oj>ut your truft in him alway 

ye folk with one accord. 
Pour out your hearts to him and fay, 

our truft is in the Lord. 

IV. 

To Father, Son, and holy Ghoft, 

the God ^om we adore. 
Be glory as it was, is now, 

and fhall be evermore. 



KIB^^^- 
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AFTERNOON. 

Psalm LXII. 

I. 
C U R E L Y mean men are vanity^ 
^ and great men arc a lie-; 
In ballance laid, they wholly^ are 

lighter than vanity. 

IT. 
Trull not in wrong and robbery, 

let vain delights be gone, . 
Tho* riches in abundance flow. 

Set not your hearts thereon. 

Ill* 
God hath it fpoken once to me, 

yea this I heard again. 
That pow'r unto Almighty God 

alone doth appertain. 

IV. 
Yea mercy alfo unto thee 

belongs, O Lord, alone : 
For thou according to his work 

wilt reward ev'ry one. 



-f! 



The 
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^be fecond Sunday after Eaft^. 
Psalm LXIII. 

his pfalm contains the holy breathings of the prophet 
after God and his ordinances. He thirds for the 
means of communion with God, remembering what 
he had formerly found in them, and efpecially being 
now deprived of them, he loags the more. May 
this appetite be ever keen in our fouls. May w« 
hunger and thirft night and day after growing fel- 
lowihip with God. If ever we had any taft of its 
fweetnefs, we (hall then have a key to the pfalm* 
Our experience will open it to us. And may we find 
the deiires here exprelTed in our own breads. May 
we feel what the prophet did when he (pake the 
words, and may we nfe them to day to quicken the 
fame deiires in all our hearts. 

I. 

■^ GOD, fny God, I early feek 
-^ to come to thee in haft, 
ly foul and body both do long 
and thirft of thee to taft : 

ir. 
nd in this barren wildcrnefs 
where waters there are none, 
ly flefli is parcht for thought of thee, 
for thee I wifh alone : 

III. 
"hat I thy pow*r may now behold, 

and brightnefs of thy face, 
^5 Ihaye feen thee heretofore 

within thy holy place* 
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IV, 

Becaufe thy mercies far iurmountt 

this life and wretched days. 
My lips therefore fliall give to thee 

thine honor and thy pr-aife. 

Psalm LXIII. 

I. 
T ORD, while I live I will not fail 
'*^ to worfhip thee alway. 
And in thy name I will lift up 

my hands when I do pray. 

U. . 

Ev'n as with marrow and with fat 

my mouth fliall filled be. 
Then fhall my mouth with joyful lips 

iing praifes unto thee. 

^ III. 
When I do thee upon my bed 

remember with delight. 
And when on thee I meditate 

in watches of the night : 

IV. 
In fhadow of thy wings Til joy, 

for thoii my help haft been ; 
My foul thee follows hard, and me 

thy right hand doth fuftain. 

AFTERNOON, 
Psalm LXV. 

Tbefubje&, of this divine Kymti is praife. It w^teth fi 
Cod in Jiia Sion, Tlie daracdxv\X\3l'««s^^t»Sfc\b 
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ibr pardoning fin, for bringine; the pardoned' finner 
near to him, and for fatisfying nim with loving kind* ^ 
nefs. He will ever be glorined for his power to pro- 
ted his church, and for his bleflings conferred upon 
her, which are in the latter pare of the pfalm compa- 
red to the fruitful infiaences of the rain and (hinmg 
of the heavens upon the earth. The redeemed of 
the Lord know how to fing this hymn. Their praife 
is always due, and they wifh to pay it : They wait 
to do it at ail times, but efpecially when called upon 
in the great congregation. May we offer up our fi- 
eri fice acceptably to day, even the fruit of our lips, 
giving thanks unto his name. 

I. 

P R A I S E waits for thee in Sion> Lord, 
*• to thee vows paid Ihall be, 
thou that hearer art of prayer^ 
all flefh Ihall come to thee. 

n. 
[niquities I muft confefs 

againft me do prevail. 
But as for our rebellious fins 

tbou (halt forgive them all. 

\ m. 

Bleft is the man whom thou doft choofe> 

. and mak*il approach to thee. 
That he within thy courts, O Lord, 

a dweller ftill may be. 

IV. 
We furely (hail be fatisfy'd 

with thine abundant grace. 
And with the goodnefs of thy houfc 
cv'n thy moft holy place* 

M 2 t\it 
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The third Sunday after Eafier. 

Psalm LXV. 

I- 
/^ GOD our mighty Saviour 

^^ thou in thy righteoufnefs. 

By fearful works unto our prayers 

thine anfwer doft exprefs : 

n. 

Therefore the ends of all the earth 

and thofe afar that be 
Upon the fea^ their confidence 

will wholly place in thee. 

in. 

Who being girt with powV fets faft 

by his great ftrength the hills. 
Who noife of feas, noife of their waves, 

and people's tumults flills. 

IV. 
The folk that dwell throughout the earth 

Ihall fear thy figns to fee, 
Morning and evening with great mirth 

Ihall praifes give to thee. 

Psalm LXXL 

This is the prayer of a pcrfon in great diftrefir, nc?er- 
thelefs he places his perfedi faith and hope in God, 
yea, he rejoices in the pTQm\(t% of dellveraace. Some 
Uke this pfalm to be a pVaitv ^to^\»v| ^\^\ijc&.^y^ 
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which his humiliation, and his exaltation are treated 
of. Jerom and Augafline are of (his opinion. The 
Syriac veriion calls it, ''A prophecy of the paflion 
** and fefurreftion of ChrilL" Through faith in him 
we fee our intereil in this pfalm, and can fing of 
what he did and fuffered, of what he was, and is* 
and is to us. The promifes already fulfilled to him, 
are in him yea, and in him amen to all his mem- 
bers. May we iing with believing hearts, loving 
and bleiling him for all that he has done for us, and 
waiting in joyful hope for the glory that is to be re- 
vealed at the coming of our Lord Jefas Chrift. 

• 

I. 

r\ L O R D, my God, in all dilVrefs 
^^ my hope is whole in thee. 
Then let no fhame my foul opprefi 
nor once take hold on me : 

II. 
^nd let me in thy righteoufnefs 

from thee deliverance have, 
^aufe me efcape^ incline thine ear 

unto me, and me fave. 

in. 
k thou my dwelling rock, to which 

I ever may rcfort, 
rhou gav*(l commandment me to fave, 

for thou'rt my rock and fort. 

IV. 
^ree me my God from wicked hands, 

hands cruel and linjuft •, 
?or thou, O Lord God, art my hope 
and from my youth my truft. 

M3 ^.^t^^-^ 
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A F T E R N O ON. 

Psalm LXXI. 

I. 
T ORD, I with patient hope will wait 
•■^ on thee cfontinually. 
And yet with praifes more and more 

I wiU thee magnify. 

IL 
Thy rigbteoufiiefs and falvation 

my mouth abroad (hall ihow» 
Ev'n all the day 5 for I thereof 

the numbers do not know i 

IIL 
And I will confiantly go on 

in ftrength of God the Lord^ 

And thine own righteoulhefs, cv*n thine 

alone I will record, 

IV. 
My lips frail mi9ch rejoice in tliee 

when I thy praifes found, 
My faul^hicb thou redeemed ha£ft 
- with joy fball muoh abound. 
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The fourth Sunday (ifter Eajier^ 



Psalm LXXIII. 



pfalm treats of a great temptation » ariiing from 
profpericy of the wicked ; from which the pr<f- 
:t was delivered, by confi^ering their end, how 
n they are cut down, and p^rSft, whereas' the 
bteous even in this life are happy in God, and 
a happy in him for ever* This he expre/Tes for 
ifelf in the words before us* He found God his 
tion. He was fatisfied. He was thankful. Majr 
find the &in«. Truftino; to oar blcflol Jefai, may 
with fome comfortable nope afe the wondt for our 
n this day, and may we fb grow in faith, that 
en heart and fleffa, and life fail ns, we may iind 
d the Arength of our heart and our portion for 
r. 

I. 

'HAT thin^ is there, that I can wife 

but thee in hcav*n above ? 
I9 in the earth there nothing ia 
:e thee that I can love. 

11. 
Jefli and fpirit both do fail. 
It God will me reftore : 
of liiy heart he is the ftrengtb 
d portion evermore. 

M 4 JUL fine 
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HI. 

But lo, all fuch as thee forfake lr3l 

thou (halt deftroy each one, I pc 

And thofe who truft in any thing |bc 

except in thee alone. 1 1 

IV. 
Therefore will I draw near to God, \.'i 

and ever with him dwell. 
In God alone I put my truft, 

his wonders I will telL 



Psalm LXXVIL 

The prophet here gires thanks to God lor heariog his 
prayer, even when he had been tempted to qaeftion» 
whether God had not (hut his ears, and would not 
vouchfafe him a gracious anfwer. He finds tht ten- 
der mercies of his God flill the fame : And therefore 
he refolves to meditate on the wondrous works of 
God, and his dealings with the children of men, 
for the increafe of his f^ith and for the exercife of his 
thankful nefs. Here is great encouragement to pray 
and praife. May this example ilir up both. May 
we fing the words in faith, and that will certainly 
excite gratitude « We ihall find the ears of our God 
open to hear our rpquefts, and he will give us reafoo 
to glorify him. 

I. 

T WITH my voice to God did cry, 
-*■ who lent a gracious ear. 
My voice I lifted up to God, - 1 • 
--and he my p ray 'r did hear. 
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n. 

will remember the great works 

performed by the Lord, 
Tie wonders done of old by thee 

I gladly will record. 

in. 

alfo will of all thy woiks 

my meditation make, 
Lnd of thy doings to difcourfc 

great pleafure X will take. 

IV. 
^hou art a God who doft (hew forth 

thy wonders every hour, 
md fo doft make the people know 

thine own almighty power^ 



AFTERNOON. 
Psalm LXXIX. 

%e charch here is in great affliflion, and God delays 
to help. This makes prayer more fervent, and efpe- 
ciallv for the pardon of thofe iins, which were the 
caafe of the prefent afilidiion. Every day we afk— • 

forgi've us our trefpaffes^ &c : Becaufe every day we 
want forgivenefsy a frefh application of the blood of 
fpinkling, which having received by faith then we 
can join in praifing God tl^ the charch here does. 
May the fame mercy excite in us the fame gratitude ; 
and may it be abundant in our hearts this day to the 
gloryof a iin-forgiving God, 

M 5 \»'as::r^ 



'I. 

TJ O W long. Lord, (hall thine anger laft 
•*^ wilt thou ftill keep the fame : 
And (hall thy fervent jealouly ' 

burn like unto a flame ? 

II. 
Againd us mind not former (ins» 

thy tender mercies fliow. 
Let them prevent tis (peedily : 

for we're brought very low. 

UI, 
For thy oame's gbry help ws Lord». 

who haft our Saviour been. 
Deliver u$ for thy name's fake ; 

O purge away our fin. 

IV. 
So we thy flock and pafture (heep^ 

will praife thee evermore. 
And teach all ages how to keegi 

for thee like praife in ftpr^c*. 
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The fifth SttHday after Eafttir, 
PsALAf LXXXIV. 



le prophet having t:.fted that the Lord is gracioo^,- 
bere expredbs the ferrent defires of his heart after 
growing communioBi with hiin in the place igifd 
means of his appointipent. He vehementhr longs 
for public ordinances, and the divine prelence in 
rhem, ariiing from the fenfe he had of their happi- 
nefs, who enjoyed thofe privileges. He prays for the 
Meffiah's fake to be one of thein. This is a very de- 
lightful pfalm. It is adapted to all ages of the church, 
and expreffes the fentiments of true believers, efpe- 
cially if for fome time they have been kjpt from the 
ordinances. Blefled be God for the meians of grace, 
and for his Spirit in them. May we find mpre of his 
influence in them daily* While we fing the words 
may he enable us to mix faith with them, fo that 
every privilege here mentioned may be ours, and 
may become in experience a matter of praife. 

I. 

J O W pleafant is thy dwelling place 
* O Lord of hofts of me I 
'he tabernacles of thy grace 
how pleafaot Lord they be ! 

ir. 

ly thirfty foul longs vehemently, 
yea faints thy courts to fee, 
ly very heart and flelh cry out. 



O living God for thee. 



m»o 



V ^"^^ 
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m. 

O they be blefled, who may dwell 
within thy houfe always r 

For they all times thy fads do tell 
and ever give theo praifew 

IV. 

Yea, blef&d fure likewife are they 
whofe ftay and flrength thou art, 

[Who to thy houfe do mind the way>, 
and feek thee with their hearts 



Psalm LXXXIV. 

h 
AS they go through the thirfty. vale 
*** they dig up fountains ftill. 
That as a ipring it does appear, 

and thou their pools doft fill. 

IL 
So they from ftrength unwearied ga 

ftill forward unto ftrength,. 
Until in Sioa they appear 

befoxie the Lord at lengths 

'f G Lord of hofts to. me give heed 
h;>^ and hearken to my cry,. 
And let it come into thine ears. 
O Jacob's God moft high. 



T 
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IV. 

O God our fliield pf thy good grace 
look on me and draw near» 

Behold me in the lovely face 
of thine anointed dear. 

AFTERNOON. 

P&.ALM LXXXIV. 

I. 
/^ LORD, within thy courts one day 
^^ is better to abide. 
Than other where to dwell or flay 
a thoufand days befide : 

Much rather had I keep a door 

within the houfe of God, 
Than in the tents of wickednels 

to fettle mine abode. 

ra. 

For God the Lord, our fun and fhield^ 

will grace and glory give. 
And no good thing will hewi.thh<^d 

from them who purely live. 

IV. 
O Lord of hofts that man is bltd^ 

and prpfp'rous fure is he,^ 
Who is perluaded in his breaft 

to truft all times in thee« 



i|;ti^ 
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w « • • V 

PsAj.tf.'xxiy>?': ;'•:;. 

ht this pfalm tlif holy Gho(t bj; the immt^rof Davididis^ 
fcribes the Lord Chriil, the maker of all worlds vU 
fibJe and Jju^iiible. He j;ives as the charadler of 
this univerfallMfig^ as he wm -God manifeft in the 
fiefh : And then relates the fulfillment to him of 
every covenant engagement.^ After he had drank 
of tke brook in the muf -his head was iifteii f p. ile 
afcended up on high. J eadiiig captivity jcaptrve-y and 
went with great triumph into his kingdojn.. This. is 
defcribed in langiMge worthy -•f the <Hithor <Mid-of 
the fubjea. The. idmf »nr:^|ilF ftbliMMEU The 
king of glory is fet forth in' a manner fuited to excite 
the faith and to warm tbe^afSedions of his peqple. 
May the divine infpirer df ^is hymnt)pen otirheaits 
to receive the king «f glory, . that we Inlity be kappy 
in finging kt«-ftrjuies to-day mA fcrever.. 

L 

VT' E gates aud .everlaftjug ^dpQP^ 
^ lift up ^our beads an higlx,.: 
Then fhail the king of glorj oocnc . 
entering triumphaady... ' 

But who of ^ory is the king ? 

the mighty Lord is iJMp, 
Ev'n that fann* X-ord, whp jgpcat m iX^^ 

and ftrong in bia^tje is^ . . 

m. 



m. 

Ye gates and everlafting doors 

life up your heads oa i)ight 
Then Ihall the king of^orjr, come 

cm'ring triumphantly* 

IV. 
Who is the king of glory ? wha? 

the. Lord of hofts renown'd, . . ^ 

Of glory he alooe is king, 

who is with glory crown*d^ 

Psalm XliVU. 

• 

Thtfi pfalm^ dtfcribes tKe king<dom of Chriil^ whicli. 
ruleth over all. Gentiles aA wel] aa Jews : for they 
are both here called upon to aclcnowlege his {o» 
vereignty and to rejpice in it. Hie is amended up 
on highr he has all power in heaven and earth to 
gather together,, and to- protect his people,, and he 
will give them reafon to pr aiie him for ever and ever. 
This hymn was written to excite their joy in the 
Lbrd. Every word contains matter of praifey and 
fhould lead them to rejoice in their God and king. 
May we take up the hymn in faith, that as he is 
afcended into the heaven s» fo we may alfo in heart 
and mind thither afcend, and may dwell to-day with^ 
pure delight on the fubje6l of his praifes, joining 
all his redeemed in exalting, as highly as we can^ 
the great king^ of heaven and earth. 

L 
/^UR God afcended up on high; 
^^ with fhouts of joyful noife, 
tRi^ l-ord goes up above the fky 
with, trumpets. royaL voice*. 



[ 
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11. 



1 



Sing praifes to our God, fing praife^ 

fing praifes to our king. 
For God is king of all the earth,^ 

all {kilful praifes fing. 

IIL 
God o'er the heathen reigns and fits 

upon his holy throne ; 
The princes of the people have! 

themfclves join*d ev'ry one 

IV. 
To Abram*s people : For our God 

who. is exalted high. 
As with a buckler doth defend 

his church continually*. 



Stmi^ 
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Sunday after Afctnfion Bay. 
Psalm XL VII. 

See page 265. 

I. 
'^E people all with one accord 
* clap liands, (hout and rejoice. 
Be glad and fing unco the Lord 
with fweet and pleafanc voice* 

If. 
For high he is artd to be fear*d, 

his wonders manifold, 
A mighty king he is likewife 
',;iaaU.tbc>vorldcxtoU*d. . . . . 

The licatheh people wnder us 
he furely (hail fubdue, . ... . . 

And all the nations he (hall make 
under DUr.fecfCK) bow. , . : 

.iifcQRIA;-PATJM^ J o/:!. i: / 



»-• \ , • ■ ■* ■ 



PsALM XCIII. 

This pralm^defcribes the kingdom <>f tlie Lord Chrid. 
It is fhm, bat 'foil ; containing the poraifes of his 
^vemment for its majefty, power, and hol^nefs* 
"^ele are. celebrated from ibme of bis royal ads, 
fuch as his eftabliihing the coarfe of tviX>a^Tt^ o>ax c^ 
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which it cannot be turned by any hand, but his 
own, and his edabiifhing his church upon a rock, 
againil which let the multicode rage, and the hods 
of hell combine, yet ftiall they not prevail. His 
throne is from everlatftiog, out of the reach of all 
oppofitjon. His church' (hall find his teilimonies 
faithful in every word, and he will according to his 
teilimonies keep it by his mighty power, till it be 
perfe6led in holinefs for evermore. 
The fubjeds of this kingdom, partakers of righteouf- 
nefs, peace and joy in tihe h9ly Ghpft* are here 
called upon to frng the praiiix of their foverotgn 
Lord. It betom'eth them well to be thankfuh E^tif 
exprefTion of -gratitude is their privilegei and the fa^ 
mage which be ^iitiiquires of theiL. SUf our hearts 
adore him and blefs him» while we utter his praifei 
with our lips. O holy aivi^ cttrwd Spirit glorify 
Jefus in our fbngs this aay« 

i. 

hpHE Lord doth reign and cioathM is: he 
■■' with majefty molt bright. 
His works do (hew him cloath'd to be, 
and girt about with might : 

H. 

The Lord alfo the world ha^ made 

and formed it moll fure. 
No might can make it change it^'^20UFC^> 

at Hay it doth endure. 

Or e^er the earth was made or wrought 

thy throne was fct before, . , 
Beyond all time that can be-thou^ 

thou haft been evermore. 

AFTER- 
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AFTERNOON. 

Psalm XCIII. 

^TpHE floods, O Lord, have lifted up, 
"*" have lifted up their voice. 
The floods have lifted up their waves, 
and made a m^hty noife ; 

But vet the Lord Who is on high 

k mightier by far, 
Than noife o£ many waters ia 

or greateft billows are. 

m. 

Thy teftknoQies ev'ry one 

xn fntbftilnefs excel!. 
And holinefs for ever Lord 

within thine houfe doth dwelL 

IV, 
To Father, Son, and holy Ghofl:» 

the God whom we adore. 
Be glory as it was, is now, 
^ and feall be evermore. 



rw/. 
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fFbitfunday. 
Psalm LXVIII. 

This Is a defcription of the vidory of Jefus over all his 
enemies and ours. Having conquered fin, and the 
world, and Satan , and having tnumphed ^lonoofly 
over death and the grave, he afcended oo high lead- 
ing captivity captive, and he received gifts for men» 
which he beilowed upon them abundantly on the day 
of pentecoil. Then he demonllrated. that he was 
head over all things to the church, by giving his 
minifters every needful gift and grace oi the holy 
Spirit to gather in his people, and to build them up 
in their moll holy faith. Still his hand is not ihort- 
ened. He has the fame gifts for men, yea for the 
rebellious. May he beftow them on 08 thk • day. 
Lord, give us thy Spirit ; that he may teftify of 
thee to us, and may glorify thee in 119 and by us. 
If he has indeed enabled us to receive thee by true 
faith, and we^can call thee Lord by the holy Ghoft, 
may he awaken in us every grateful fentiment. May 
we ioin with all the church taday in blcfliBg the 
Lord the Spirit for bringing us into fellowlhip> with 
the Father and the Son. May he continue and in* 
creafe this holy fellowihip, till it be perfe^ed in full 
enjoyment of the Father's love in Jefus, to whom be 
all glory for ever and ever. Amen, 

I. 

T E T righteous men in Gcxl be glad, 

let them before his fight 
Be very joyful, yea let them 
rejoice with all theit mi^Kt. 
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11. 

To God fing, to his name fing praife, 

extoll him with your voice. 
Who rides on heav'n by his name Jah 

before his face rejoice* 

ni. 
The fame is he that is above 

within his holy place. 
The father-of the tatherlefs 

and judge of widow's cafe. 

IV. 
Hoiifes and iiTue both he gives 

unto the comforclefs. 
He brings the bondmen out of thrall 

and rebels to diftrefs. 



Psalm LXVIII. 

4 

I. 

npHOU didft, O Lord, afcend on high 
^ and captive lead them all, 
Who in time paft thy chofcn flock 
in bondage did enthrall. 

11. 
Thou haft received gifts for men 

ev*n for thine enemies. 
Unto the end that God the Lord 
might dwell with them likewife. 

III. Now 
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Now prsti&d be the Lord for that 

he pours on us fucb grace. 
From day to day he is the God 

both of our health and peace. 

IV. 
He is the God from whom alone- 

falvation we obtain. 
And to the Lord Jehovah ftxall, 

death's iffues appertain. 

AFTERNOON. 
Psalm LXVIIL 

t\ ALL ye kingdoms of the earth 
^^ fing praifes to this king : 
For he is Lord that ruleth all, 
unto him praifes fing, 

II. 
To him that rides on heav'n of heav'ns, 

which he of old did found, 
Lo, he fends out his voice, a voice 

in might which doth abound. 

IfL 
Therefore the ftrength of Ifrael 

afcribeto God on high, 
Whofe mighty power doth far extend 
above the cloudy fky. 

IV. C 
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IV. 

God for ttijr great holiixis 
thou'rt fear'd for evermore, 
he God of Ifr'el gives us ftrength^ 
let us his name adore. 



Wbitfun Monday. 

PsAtM XLVIII. 

tliis moft glorions piklxn the charch triumphs in her 
almigkty Samor. He pots his^ own beaoty on her, 
gives her many invaloable privileges, keeps her fafe 
ntmi all her enemies ; bat in tins fhe chiefly rejoices, 
that God is in the midft of her, well-known to be a 
fare ^^^* This is alfo oar groand of rejoicing to- 
day. l%e fiune Lord is ilill prefent with ns by his 
Spirit, and we now-jwait on him hoping to ftnd him 
in his hoafe and ordinances. May his good Spirit 
help us to fing in faith. May we make the words 
oor own; fo that while we prai{e our God for his 
prefence with his charch, he may give us frefh rea* 
ion to praiie him. , 

I. 

"^ LORD, we wait and do depend 
^ on thy good help ind grace, 
3r which we do all times attend 
within thy holy place. 

II. 

Lord, according to thy name 
thro* all the earth's thy praifc, 
nd thy right hand, O Lord is full 
of righteoufncfs always. 
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To Father, Son, and holy Ghoft, 

the God whom we adore. 
Be glory as it was, is now, 

and Ihall be evermore. 

TVhitfun Tuefday. 
Psalm CXLIIL 

This is a prayer for the dire£Uon of the good Spirit of 
God in order to be flrengthened under the crofs, aod 
to be led and comforted in the way of obedkBce* 
We want the fame Spirit for the fame purpofes. 
May we zSn to-day in faiihy*nothittg wavering* And 
when we make the words our own, iingin^ them 
with a fenfe of our (landing in need of the influence 
of the holy Spirit every moment, may we rely upon 
his faithfulnefs, who put the words in our mouths, 
that he willfulHU them, and grant us our hearts de« 
£re. 

I. 

^EACH me the way that I Ihould walk, 
^ I lift my foul to thee. 
Lord, free me from my foes : I flee 
to thee to proteft me. 

IL 
Thou art my God, thy righteous will 

inftrucl me to obey. 
Let thy good Spirit fafely lead 

my foul in the right way. 

lil. 
Revive and comfort me, O Lord, 

ev'n for thine; own name's fake. 

And do thou for thy righteoufncfs 

■ my foul from troubk uV^t* 



[ ^7i ] 

Wcdnefday in Whitfun Week. 
Psalm XLVI. 

this pfalAi the charch triumphs in her fafety in a co- 
venant God. Believers have no reafon to fear from 
any inward or outward troubles: Becaufe God is 
their refuge and ftrength. And the grace of his 
Spirit, which conies through Chrift, is alwap ready 
to help in every time of need. This grace is through- 
out the fcriptures compared to water : For what water 
is to animal life, that is the holy Spirit to fpiritual 
life. He refre(hes, comforts, makes glad the inha- 
bitants of the city of God. He is always prefent 
with them* almighty to help, and that right early, 
in .the befl time, and in the bed way. May this 
fiver of the water of life revive our hearts to day. 
While we are finging of its gladdening ilreams may 
the holy Ghoft give as joy and peace in believing. 

I. 

\ RIVER is, whofe dreams do glad 
■ the city of our God ; 

'he holy place wherein the Lord 
moil high has his abode : 

IT. 
fed in the midft of her doth dwell 

nothing fhall her remove, 
'he Lord to her an helper will 
and that right early prove. 

III. 
"o Father, Son and Holy Ghoft, 
the God whom w? adore, 
e glory as it was, is now, 
and fliall be evermore. 

N Trimt'j 
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Trinity Sunday. 
Psalm XLV. ver. 6. 7. 

The pfalmift in the& words gives us a plain telKmoojr 
for the peribnality in the Godhead. The Fathef 
fpeaks to the Son, and calls him God, yea, wkea 
he bringeth his firft-begotten into the world in ovf 
nacufe, upon whom the holy Spirit is poured : For 
the oil of glad^eis here mentioned is the ttn£Uon of 
the holy One, which Jeius had without meafure. 
This oil was poured upon the head of our great 
high priefly that it mi^t flow down to the ikiits of 
his cloaihiAfi;, and that the lowed of his members 
might partake of it. May we partake .of this unc- 
tion to day. May the Spirit of lyifdom teach Bs the 
faving knowlege of the Father and of the Son» that 
by truHing to the Son's falvation we may experience 
the Father's love, and may have fellowfliip with the 
eternal Three in grace and glory. Of this may we 
iing to day with fledfafi faith^ and with xejoiein^ 
hope. 

I. 

TJ^OR ever and for ever is 
-*• OGod, thy throne of might: 
The fceptre of thy kingdom is 
a fceptre that is right : 

fL 
Thou loveft right, and hateft ill, 
thee, God, thy God -therefore 
Anointed hath with oil of joy 
thy fellows far before* 

HI. To 
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To Father, Son, and holy Ghoft, 
the God whoK) we adore. 

Be glory as it was, is now, 
and Hiall be evermore. 



Psalm CX* 

See what was faid of this pfalm on the Sanday after 
Chriflmas. The two firft verfcs give clear proof of 
the perfOnality in the Godhead, and of the divinity 
of Jefus Chrift. *• Jehovah faid to my Lord," the 
Father to the Son, as Chrift him felt explains it. 
Matt. xxii. and this David fpake by the Spirit, as 

' Chrifl; there afl!erts. Here are the three perfons in 
their covenant charadlers-— the Father ordaining the 
Soil to be head over all things to the church, and 
the holy Spirit fan^ifying the manhood of Chrift for 
this office. Thus he was every way qualified for it 
being perfeA God*and perfedl man. He was David's 
ion, and alfo David's Lord. His fon as man ; hi« 
Lord as God-man— God over all bleifed for ever. 
Thanks be to him, he has been, according to the 
fcriptoresy born of the honie and lineage gf David— 
he has lived and died for his people — and he is now 
upon his throne> the objeft of worfhip for faints and 
angels. They are now adoring and bleffing God 
and the Lamb. O for a fong of praife fomething 
like theirs. Come holy Ghbil, teilify to us of Jefus. 
Enable us to fubmit to the Father's decree concern- 
ing him. Let us willingly take Jefus for our Lord, 
and live fafe and happy under his government* not 
doubting but that as he has fulfilled this pfalm in 
his own perfbn he will alfo fulfill it in ours, and to 
his eternal glory he will put all our enemies under 
our feet. 

N a / I. l^ 
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I. 

lEHOVAH faid unto my Lord, 
J fit thou at my right hand 
Till I have made thy foes a ftool 
whereon thy feet fliall ftand. 

ir. 

The Lord ihall out of Sion fend 

the fceptre of thy might, 
Amidft thy greateft foes fhalt thou 

be ruler in their fight. 

III. 
To Father, Son, and holy Gholl 

the God whom we adore. 
Be glory as it was, is now, 

and (hall be evermore. 

AFTERNOON. 
Psalm CIV. 

The pfalmifl here calls upon his own foal to^raife 
God for his great works of creation and providence. 
He made^ he fupports all nature : He gives the 
breath of life, and food, and every thing needful to 
all his creatures. In the verfes before us the Spirit 
of God is confidered as the breath of fpiritual life, 
the giver of fpiritual food, and of every thinjg need- 
ful to the new creature in Chrift Jefus. What the 
air and elements of this world are to animal, that 
is he to fpiritual life. Whoever is born of the Spirit 
is his new creation. The Spirit of God hath made 
him, and the breath of the Almighty hath given 
him life. And the Lord and giver of this life is in 
the Godhead, uncreate, incompreheniible, eternal, 
almighty. Lord and God, equal in every perfedlion 
with the Father, and the Son, and as fuch the objed 
of prayer and praife, and oi cvw^ ^O.q€ ^ocftiii?. 
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If he has indeed quickened us, and giveq us the 
faculties of the new man> may we ufe chem to his 
glory this day. If we have through him fellowlhip 
with the Father and the Son, everlalling praife be 
to him for thofe wonders, which he iiath done for us. 

I. 

A LL things on thee wait, 
^^ thou doft them relieve, 
And thou in due time 

full well doft them feed. 
And when it doth pleafe thee 

the fame for to give. 
They gather full gladly 

thofe things which they need. 

11. 
Thou open'ft thy hand 

and they find fuch grace. 
That they with good things 

arc filled we fee, 
But fore they are troubled 

if thou hide thy face. 
For if thou their breath take 

vile duft then they be: 

III. 
Again when thy Spirit 

from thee doth proceed 
All things to appoint 

and wrhat (hall enfue. 
Then are they created 

as thou haft decreed, 
And doft by thy goodnefs 

thine image renew. 
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^bejirft Sunday after trinity. 
Psalm LXXXVI. 

The prophet, perfuaded he fhoold be heard, prays for 
grace to bring him-to the knowlege of the truth, and 
to keep his heart always influenced by the fear of 
God, and he declares his readinefs to thank l^im for 
the fame. May we trufting to his love and power 
now a(k for the fame grace. *' Afk» and ye ihall 
*< have" — encouraged by this prQaii&» let as afk 
to be guided into all truth, s^na to a^'accordinf 19 
it with an holy fear of offending our good God. 
This prayer of faith cannot be in vain. Osr peti- 
tioDs will be followed with praife. 

r. 

r\ LORD, to thee when I do pray, 
^^ regard and give an ear, 
Mark well the words which I do fay^ 
all my petitions hean 

n. 

O teach me. Lord, • thy way, and I 

fhall in thy truth proceed. 
Unite my heart to thee lb nigh, 

that I thy name may dread. 

III. 
To thee will I give thanks and praife, 
O Lord, with my whole heart, 

And glorify thy name always, .. :'.: 

becaufe my God thou art. ) -. 

Psalm 
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Psalm LXXXIX. 

This pfalm is the fiim and fubflance of the bible. It 
contains a. lively deicription of the covenant of the 
Father and of the Son. The holy Ghoft by the 
xnouth of David prcpofet the fubjed in the two ficfl 
verfes. The Father fpeaka to the Son 3d and 4thr 
verfes : Then the prophet to the 19th. The Father 
to the Son from the 19th to the 38th, and then the 
prophet to the end. Thefe are the furc mercies of 
I>avid> to which the apoflle refers. Ads xiii. and 
thefe are the burden of all our ibngs of praife-^thft 
Father's covenant engagement with his Son» and 
ratified with his oath, as ver. 3. and hit unchange* 
able purpofes concerning Chrift, and all his : For 
when thefe mercies are applied by the holy Spirit and 
made ours bv believing, then we have the new fonz 
pat into our hearts, and mouths, which the church 
militant and triumphant is ufing. May the holy 
Spirit explain this pfalm to day, and for the confir- 
mation ot our faith teach us what is here faid of the* 
power and faithfulnefs of God to fulfill his promife»» 
even when outward providences would lead one to 
doubt, whether his covenant was ordered in M 
things and fure. The words require much faith and 
gratitude. To be fuog aright the heart ibould be 
duly affedbd with a fenfe of God's mercy and truth* 
May we fing with Davicl's fpirit, afcribinff all the 
glory of covenant bleffings Q) free grace and lOYereigiir 
love. 

I. 

^T'O ling the mercies of the Lord 
-^ my tongue (hall never fparc, 
My mouth From age to age accords 
thy truth for to declare. 

N 4 . n. For 
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For mercy fliall be built, 'faid I, 

for ever to endure, 
Thy faithfulnefs ev'o in the heav*ns 

thou wilt cftablifh furc. 

III. 
With mine eleft, faith God, have I 

a faithful* covenant made. 
And fworn to my beloved Son 

having to him thus fsud, 

IV- 
I will thy feed eftablifli furc 

for ever to remain. 
And will to generations all 

thy throne build and maintaiit, 

AFTERNOON. 

Psalm LXXXIX. 

I. 
'X^HE heav'ns do ftiew with joy and mirth 
"^ thy wond'rous works, O Lord, 
Thy faints within thy church' on earth 
thy faithfulnefs record. 

II. 
For who in heav*n may with the Lord 

at all himfelf compare. 

Who is like God among the fons 

of thofe that mighty are ? 

in. Great 
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HI. 

Great fear in meeting of the faints 

is due unto the Lord : 
And he of all about him (hould 

with revVcnce be ador*d. 

IV. 
Lord God of hofts in all the world 

what one is like to thee? 
On ev'ry fide, moft mighty Lord 

thy truth is fecn to be. 



N 5 <3be 
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Tiifecand Ssa^ay after Trinilyt^ 

PdALM LXXXIX. 

I. 

TF that his fi)ns for&kc my law 

■■• and do begin to fwervc. 

And of my judgments have no awe^ 

and will tbem not obferyc ; 

B. 
Then with the rod will I begin 

their doings to amend ; 
And fo will fcourge them from their fin; 

whenever they offend. 

III. 
But yet my mercy and goodnels 

1 will not take away 
From him, nor let my faithfulnefr 

in any wife decay, 

IV. 
But fure my covenant I will hold 

with all that I have fpoke. 
No word the which my lips have told 

fhall altered be or broke. 

V. ' 

For this all praife be iinta thee, 

O God, the Lord moft high. 
From this time forth for evermore,' ^ 

Amen, Amen fay L 

P S A L M 
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Psalm XC. 

This is a pfalm of Mofes the man of God, in whofe* 
days iinging was in ufe in the church, and has been 
ever fince. He defcribes the fhortnefs of life and- 
prays for wifdom from above to teach him how to 
redeem the time, becaufe the days were (hort and> 
evil. This fhould be oar daily prayer. The Lord^ 
give us gi;ace fo to uie thofe flying moments, that 
we may be prepared to die. Thi» is our one great: 
leflbn. We have lived to no purpoie, till we have ' 
learnt it. If we have not yet begun, may the Lord' 

V now fet us about it iii earned. And if he has made' 
US wife unto falvation, then we (hall afcribe all the 
praife to oar divine teacher, who will be our guide in^ 
life and death, and our God for ever*- 

I. 

1^ LORD, a thbufand years appear 

^^ n^more before thy fight 

Than yefterday, when it is paft^ 

or than a watch- by night. 

IL 

For in thine anger all our days 

do pafs unto an end, 
And as a tale that hath been told,. 

fo we our years do fpend. 

IlL 
Threefcore and ten years do fumup^ 

our days and years, we fee. 

Or if by reafon of more llrength 

in. fome fourfcorc they be, 

19; T^ 
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IV. 

Yet doth the ftrength of fuch old men 

but grief and labor prove. 
For it is foon cut off, and we ^ 

fly hence, and foon remove. 

AFTERNOON. 

Psalm XC. 

I. 
T ORD, teach us then to number wel! 
■^ our few days which remain, 
That fo we may our hearts apply 
true wifdom to attain. 

11. 
O with thy tender mercies, Lord^ 

us early fatisfy ; 
So we fhall all our days rejoice 

and ftill be glad in thee. 

III. 
According as the days have been ' 

wherein we grief have had, 
And years wherein we ill have fecn, 

fo do thou make us glad. 



\ 



rhe 
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The third Sund^ after Trinity. 
Psalm XCL 

St. Augafline fays this pfalm relates to the temptations 
of Chrift, with promifes of perfeA deliverance from 
them all. In him it has received its accomplifiiment. 
He was protected and kept through life, and though 
he was tempted in every way, by which Satan had 
prevailed, yet he overcame in ever}' aifault, and was 
more than conqueror. He triumphed over death, 
and over the great dragon, as ver. 13. he is afcended 
and fet op on high on the throne of glory, where he 
ihall fee his feed, he (hall prolong his days, and the 
pleafure of the Lord (hall profper in his hands, as in 
the lail words of the pfalm. To them who believe 
this pfalm Is precious, exceeding precious : For it is 
made up of ^ rich free promifes,. already fulfilled 
in Chrift, and he is engaged to fee them fulfilled to 
^U his people. O that we may put honor to day 
upon his word and arm, and then we (hall (hare with 
him in the bleffings here mentioned. He will keep 
us fafe from evil, and from the evil one, yea from 
the fear of evil, and he will give us grace and glory. 
God help us fo to believe, that we may exalt him to 
day with as high a note of praife, as ever he had 
from this earth. May the holy Ghoil now glorify 
him in our hearts, that all within u^ may bleft the 
name of our God. 

I. 

ILT E that within the fecret place 
^^ of God mod high doth dwell. 
Under the (hadow of his grace 
■ tU' alaiighty keeps him well. 
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n. 

Thou art my hope, and my ftrong hold 

I to the Lord will fay. 
My God he is, in him will I 

my whole affiance ftay. 

in. 
Aflurcdly he (hall tlicc lave 

and give deliverance 
From cunning tempters iharei and from 

the noifom peftilence. 

His feathers (ball thee hide,, thy truft 

under his wings (hall be ; 
His faithfulnefs fliail be a (hield 

and buckler unto thee. 



I. 



Psalm XCL 

I- . 
^T* H O U (halt not need to be afraid^ 

•*• for terrors of the night. 

Nor for the arrow that doth fly 

by day, while it is light : 

II.- 
Nor for the peftilence which- walk* 

in darknefs fecretly. 
Nor for dcftruftion that doth wait 

at noon day openly. 



HI. Thtf 
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III. 

rho^ at tby fide as thou dofl: (land^ 
a thoufand dead fhould be. 

Fen thoufand more at thy right band> 
yet ftiU (halt thou be free. 

IV. 
I^o evil ibak thou need to fczt^ 

with thee it (hall go well, 
!fo plague (hall ever once dome near 

the lK>ufe where thou doft dwell. 

AFTERNOON. 

PlALM XCL 

I3ECAUSE he fet his love on me 
■^ rU fave hfan by my might, 
PU him advance, becaufe that he 
hath known, my name aright. 

II, 
When he fop help to me doth call 

an anfwer I will give. 
And from his griet 1 will him take 

in glory for to live. 

Iir. 
With length of cndlcfs days I will 

him fully fatisfy,. 
And my falvation I will fhcw 

to him aflTuredly.. 

Gloria Patri; 



^\% 
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T^he fourth Sunday after trinity. 
Psalm XCII. 

This pfalm was compofed, as the title (hews, for theofe 
of the church in praifing God tytry fabbath, and the 
the Rabbi's fay, it was commonly fung on that day • 
in the fanftuary.- It defcribes the employment of 
this holy feafon, which -is to admire and adore the 
Lord for his works, to praife him for them with fing* 
ing pfalms morning and evening, particularly for the 
' great work of redemption. This is the bafinefs of the 
Lord's day. By believing we enter into reft, and 
keep the chriftian fabbath : For we enjoy the worki 
of Jefus, and ceafing from our own works we glorv 
in his. May the holy Spirit anoint us to day with 
frefh oil in every ordinance, that we may be growiBg 
and fiourifliing chridians, like the palm tree in 
ftrength, and mooting up like the cedar. May we 
improve in faith and love, and iing with lively hope 
of the perfedl fulfilling of this hymn in that fabbath, 
which remaineth for the people of God. 

I. 

T T is a thing both good and meet 
"*• to give thanks to the Lord, 
And to thy. name, O thou moft high, 
to fing with one accord : 

ir. 

Thy loving kindnefs to (hew forth 

when fhines the morning light. 
And to declare thy faithfulncfs 

with pleafure ev'ry night. 
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IIL 

For thou haft made me to rejoice 
in things fo wrought by thee. 

That I do triumph in my heart 
thy handy works to fee. 

IV. 
O Lord, how glorious, and how great 

arc thy works round about. 
So deeply are thy counfcls formed 

that none can find them out. 

Psalm XCII. 

I. 

JUST like the palm tree flourifhing 
fhAll be the righteous one, 
He (hall like to the cedar grow 
that is in Lebanon. 

IT. 
Thofe who within the houfe of God 

are planted by his grace 
Shall grow up faft, and flourifh well 

within his holy place. 

III. 
And in old age when others fade, 

they fruit ftill forth Ihall bring : 
They fhall be fat, and full of fap 

and always flourifhing. 



XN.'X^ 
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IV. 

To (hew that upright is the Lord, 

he is a rock to me : 
And he from all unrighteoufiiefs 

is altogether free. 



AFTERNOON. 
Psalm XCIV. 

The prophet here treats of the perfecators of the churclu 
He prays to God to appear for his people* he r^ 

r roves their enemies* and then, in the words wUdi 
have felefled, he comforts the perfecated ; ihewia| 
them fome of the benefits of fuvering^ fuch as— itu 
the corre6tion of a Father — it is to teach them the Fa- 
ther's will — ^it is to lead them to fweet refty when the 
perfecutors (hall fall into their own pit^t is to ex- 
ercife faith in God's unchangeable love to them-— and 
fo to convince them, that judgment is returned to 
righteoufnefs, when God the righteous judge ihall 
deliver them, and pnnifli their enemies. 
Such is the profit of the Father's rod. Faith in Jefus 
under it will certainly bring thefe bleflings from it. 
May wc know the rod, and kifs it. Although it he 
grievous to the flefli, yet may patience have its per- 
&ft work, till we reap the peaceable fruits of righte- 
oufnefs. Happy are the people, who are in fuch a 
cafe ; yea thrice happy are we, if we can with faith 
. and patience pray and fing to day—" Thy will be 
" done." 




V. EL.EST 
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I. 

DLEST is the man whom thou, O Lord, 
*-* in kindnefs doft chaftife, 
And by thy holy law to walk 
doft lovingly advife. 

II. 
This man (hall find reft to his foul 

in feafons of diftrefs, 
While God .prepares a pit for thofe, 

who wilfully cranfgrcfs* 

III. 
Por from his people God will not 

his favour wholly take, 
Thofe of his own inheritance 

he never wilt for^e. 

IV. 
The world (hall then confefs thee juft 
. in gll that thou haft done y 
And thofe who choofe thine upright ways 
ihall in thole paths go on. 



7bi 
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I'he fifth Sunday after Trinity. 
Psalm XCVII. 

..This pfalm has been applied to Chrift in the new tefta- 
xnent. It is fo plain a defcription of his kingdonit 
that commentators with odc confent have taken it in 
this fenfe. His happy fubjedts are called upon to be 
filad in him. The mulcicirde of the idee and Greit 
Britain among them, fhould be .joyful in their king. 
He ruleth over all ; with a rod of iron» almighty to 
deftroy his enemiei, but with a fceptre of love to 
fluide, protect, and blefs his willing people. Whit 
he makes them in their heartt» tempers, and lives ii I 
here defcribed. May we find the marks upon oa^ 
felves ! May we love our kiagi fear him^ and fervo | 
him out of love, and then we ihall find his kingdom i 
to be righteoufnefs and peace and joy in the holy 
Ghoft. Happy are the people, who are in fuchs 
cafe, yea thrice happy are they, who can now fing 
his praifes, rejoicing in the Lord their king. 

I. 

JEHOVAH reigns, for which the earth 
may fing with pleafant voice, 
Alfo the ifles with thankful mirth 
may triumph and rejoice. 

II. 

For thou, O Lord, art high above 

all things on earth that are, 
Above all other gods thou art 

exalted very far. 
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m. 

Hate ill, all ye that love the Lord : 
his faints fouls keepeth he. 

And from the hands of wicked men 
he fets them fafe and free 

IV- 
Unto the righteous there is fown, 

like feed, a joyful light. 
And gladnefs fown is for all thofe, 

who arc in heart upright. 

V. 
Ye righteous in the Lord rejoice: 

exprefs your thankfulnefs. 
When ye into your memory 

do call his holinefs. 



Psalm CIL 

There can be no doabt of whom this pfalm treats : Be* 
caufe it is applied by an infallible expoHtor. St. Paul 
quotes it in proof of the Godhead and eternity of 
Chrift— of his being the creator of heaven and earth, 
—and of his being without variablenefs or (hadow of 
turning, yea when heaven and earth (hall pafs away, 
and he ihall fold them up like a fcroll, even then he 
ihall be the fame unchangeable God for ever, and his 
feed ihall dwell with him in unchangeable blifs. In 
this faith may the Lord the Spirit eflablifh our hearts. 
May we fo trail in what Chrift has done as God-man » 
that we may be thankful for it this day. And may 
the words fung be the means of filling us with a hope 
of feeing him in his glory, and of worfliipping him 
with all his redeemed for ever and ever. 
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I. 

^T^ H E firm foundation <^ the earth 
-^ of old time thou haft laid. 
The heav'ns alfo are the great work, 
which thine own hands have made. 

II. 
They all fhall perifh and decay, 

but thou remained: ftill, ' 

And they (hall all in time wax old, 

ev'n as a garment will. 

IIL 

Thou as a vefture (halt them change^ . 

and changed fhall they be. 
But thou doft ftill abide the lame, 

thy years do never flee. 

IV, 
The children of thy fervants fliall 

continually endure. 
And in thy fight their happy feed 

for ever ihall ftand fure. 



AFTERNOON. 
Psalm C 

The whole church is here called upon to praife oui 
for his ^reatnefs, and goodnefs, and truth, ai 
praife him with joy, efpecially in the great cong 
tk>n. Confidering his relation to us, our (hep 
and our relation to him — his people; we ought 
joice in him in every ordinance. Singing of p 
2S appointed for the ouiv^siid ^^.^teil^oii of oui 
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requires it. He accept! it. May we perform it 
ay in a manner well pleafing to him* sn4 may we 
to osr mutual edification* 

I. 

la people that on earth do dwell. 
Sing to the Lord with chearful voice, 
ferve with fear, his praife forth tell, 
e ye before him and rejoice. 

IL 

Lord ye know is God indeed, 
lout our aid he did us make, 
ire his flock, he doth us feed, 
for his (heep he doth us take. 

in. 

ter then his gates with praife, 
roach with joy his courts unto, 
e, thank, and blefs his name always ; 
it is feemly £6 to do. 

IV. 
ufe the Lord our God is good, 
mercy is for ever fure ; 
truth at all times firmly flood, 
fhall from age to age e«dure. 



The 
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^be Jixtb Sunday after Trinity. 

■ • ■ 

Psalm CIII. 



■1 



This is a choice pfalm of praife. The prophet begini 
and ends with Airring up himfelf to blefs God for 
his benefits. He mentions fe vera! of them, which 
are common to all the redeemed, and which ought 
to affed our hearts with as .much gratitude, as they 
did his. May a due t:oniideratipn of them difpofe un 
to afcribe ^1 the glory to our good God : And then 
we ihall make the pfalm our own, iinging it as oar 
own thanl^giving. May the Lprd enable us to mix 
faith with every word, that he xnay be greatly exalted 
in our fong of praife thiis day* 

• * 
I. 

Q T H O U my foul, Jehovah blefs ; 
^^^ and all that in me is 
Be ftirred up, his holy name 
to magnify and blefs. 

n. 

My foul, Jehovah blefs who hath 

to thee been very kind. 
And fuffer not his benefits 

to Qip out of thy mind, 

in. 

All thine iniquities, who doth 

mod gracioufly forgive. 
Who thy difeafes all and pains 

doth heal, and thee relieve : 
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. Who doth redeem thy life, that thou 

to death may'fl not go down. 
Who thee with loving kindnefs doth 
and tender mercies crown. 



Psalm CIIL 

'Tp H E Lord is full of tender love, 
'*' and he is gracious. 
Long fufiering and flow to wrath, 
in mercy plenteous : 

IL 
■He will not chide continually * 

nor keep his anger ftill : 
With us he dealt not as we finn'd 

nor did requite us ill. 

III. 
For as the heaven in its height 

tlie earth furmounteth far; * 
So great to thofe who do him fear 

his tender merqies ^e. 

IV. 
As far as Eaft is^diftant from 

the Weft, fo far hath he 
From us removed in his love, 

all our iniquity. 



AFTER. 
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AFTERNOON. 

Psalm GUI. 

I. 
C U C H pity as a father hath 
^ unto his children dear. 
Like pity (hews the Lord to fuch 
as worfhip him in fear : 

II. 
For he remembers we are duft, 

and he our frame well knows : 

Frail man his days are like the grafs 

as flow'r in field he grows. 

ni. 

But unto them who do him fear 
God's mercy never ends. 

And to their childrens children ftiU 
his righteoufnefs extends, 

IV. 
To fuch as keep his covenant, 

and mindful are alway 
Of all things he has giv'n in charge 

that they might them obey. 



^be 




[ 3o« 3 

The feventb Sunday after Trinity . 

Psalm CIV.. 

See the fuhjeSt of this Pfalm on Trinity Sunday. 

I. 
Tlif Y foul praife the Lord, 
^ '^ fpcak good of his name, 
O Lord, our great God, 

how doll thou appear ? 
So pafling in glory 

that great is thy fame. 
Honour and majefty 

in thee (hine moft clear. 

11/ 
With l^ht as a robe 

thou haft thyfelf clad. 
Whereby all the earth 

thy greatnefs may fee. 
The heav'ns in fuch fore 
' thou alfo haft fpread. 
That they to a curtain 
compared may be, 

in. 

How fundry, O Lord, 

arc all thy^ works found. 
With wifdom moft great 

they are indeed wrought. 
So that the whole world 

of thy praife doth found, 
And as for thy riches 

they pafs all mens thought. 

O 2 ^ 
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IV. 

By angels in heav'n 

of every degree. 
And faints upon earth 

all praife be addreft -, 
To God in three perfoqs 

one God ever bleftt 
As it has been, now is^ 

and always ihall be. 

Psalm CV. 

This pfalm contains the praifes of God for his difpenla-, 
tions of grace to his people-^in choofing ^em fer 
his own peculiar — in . diitinguifliing them by cofre- 
nant mercies — revealed tq their fathers before they 
were in bondage in Egypt — in redeeming thorn from 
the houfe of bondage — in working miracles before 
their eyes for forty years in the wildernefs— andthen 
in fettling them in the promifed land. He conferred 
all thefc favors upon them for this end, that they 
might cleave to him in love as their God, that they, 
might keep his flatutes and obferve his laws. When 
believers of old fang the praifes of God for thoie roer- 
cies, they confidered them as we do. They knew 
they had fouls, and that thefe outward bleffings were 
iigns and earnefts of fpiritual — a fpiritual covenant— 
a fpiritual bondage — a fpiritual deliverance from it— 
a fpiritual fupport to enable them, being delivered, 
to reach the promifed land. May we be. as thankful 
for thofe mercies, asthe.prophet here c^lls upon us to 
be. O pray for a due fenfe of God's goodn'efi to 
your fouls, who have your (hare in covenant graces 
and gifts. May you enter into the.fpirit of thishyma. 
and glory in the Lord your God. Yourheajrts will be 
iniuneto fingit aright, if you can truly fay — " Not 
** unto us. Lord, not uoto us, but unto thy great 

^^ name, be all the praVfe,*' 
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I. 

ri I V E thanks to God, call on his name, 

to men his deeds make known : ^ 

Sing yc to him, fing pfalms : proclaim 
his wondrou» works each one. 

II. 
See that ye in his holy name 

to glory do accord : 
And let the heart of ev'ry one 

rejoice that fceks the Lord. 

III. 
The Lord Almighty, and his ftrength, 

with (tedfa(l hearts feek ye. 
The light of his moil loving face 

feek yt Continually. 

IV. 
The wondrous works which he hath done 

rcmrthbcr in your' heart. 
Let not the judgnients of his mouth 

out of youi* mind depatt. ' 

AFTERNOON* 

PSALlli CVI. 

This is a pralm of praiie, like tte Iaft» dercribinfl^ 
God's dealings with his people in the wildernefs, and 
in the land of Canaan. Many times they rebelled 
agaiDil him, and he magnifyed his mercy in forgiving 
them. .The prophet in this view compares their re- 
bellions with the mercy of God, that their iinfulnefs 
might appear exceeding finfal, a.ikd \.VL<&t^b^ KU tci«c^( 

O 3 t,iJ«.'^^vw5 



[ 304 ] 

txceeding great. Sach are his dealiDfi^s iHlL' F 
rrace and mercy run through them aik Tbey \ 
know this bell, and know moft of themfelv^, } 
he bed fingers to day. The pooreil in fpirit will i 
the higheft flraia of praife. O for more humil 
that God may be more exalted both in our lips ; 
lives. 

I. 

pR AISE ye the Lord, and give him thanl 
■*" for very good is he. 
His tender mercy doth endure 
unto eternity, 

II.' 
God's mighty works who can cxpreli 

or (hew forth all his praife ? 
Bleffed are they, who judgment keep> 

and juftly do always. 

iii; 

Remember mie, Lord, with that l6vc,t 
which thou to thine dpft bear^ 

With thy falvacion, O my God, 
to vifit me draw near. 

IV. 
That I thy chofen*s good may fee> 

and in their joy rejoice. 
And may with thine inheritance 

triumph with chearful voice.. 






Eigi 
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Eighth Sunday after Trinity, 
Psalm CVI. 



* . 



I. 

O A V E us, O Lord, who art our God, 
^ we do thee humbly pray. 
And from among the heathen folk. 
Lord, gather us away ; 

That we may triumph and rejoice 

in thy moft holy name. 
That we may glory in thy praife 

and founding of thy fame. 

in. 

Bleft be Jehovah, IfraTs God 

to all eternity. 
Let iall the people fay. Amen, 

praife to the Lord give ye. 



Psalm CVIL 

St. AuguMne thinks this pfalm was written for the of^ 
of the church in all ages. The fubje^t is praife. 
The occaiion is the mercy of God ihewn to finners, 
confidered as, having loit their way, as being cap« 
tivesy in ficknefs, and toil with a temped. The Lord 
puts a cry into their hearts for deliverance, he hears 
and anfwefs them, and then expeds they (hould praife 
him for his goodnefs. His redeemed do praife him, 
and wiih to do it better. May we do it with more 

O 4. KutabU 
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humble and thankful hearts than we ever did. May 
the holy Spirit enable us with growing gratitude to 
blefs our God for th^ wonders which he hath 'done 
for us, and for our falvation. This is the burden 
of the pfalm— •' O that men would therefore 
** praife the Lord, &c.'' Glory be to him : Let all 
the people fay. Amen. 

I. 

^T* O God your thankful voices raife, 
-'" Who docs your daily patron prove. 
And let your never ceaRng praife 
Attend on his eternal love. 

Let thofe give thanks whom he from bonds 
Of proud oppreflins foes released. 
And brought them back from diftanc lands. 
From North and South, and Weft and Eaft. 

in. 

Thro' lonely defert ways they went. 
Nor could they any city find. 
Till quite with thirft and hunger fpent 
Their fainting foul within them pin*d : 

IV. 
Then to the Lord's attentive ear 
Did they their mournful cry addrefs. 
Who gracioufly vouchfaf *d to hear. 
And freed them from their deep diftrels. 



K^T^^- 
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AFTERNOON. 

f 

Psalm CVII. 

I. 
pj E by the way which was mod rrght 
"■^ Did lead them like a faithful guide. 
That they might 'to a city go. 
Wherein they fafcly fhoul4 abide. 

H. 

O then that all the earth with me 
Would God for this his goodnefs praife, 
And for the mighty works which he 
Thro'out the wondVing world difplays : 

III. 
For he from heav*n the fad eftate 
Of longing fouls with pity views, 
To hungry fouls that pant for meat 
His bounty daily food renews. 

IV. 
To Father, Son, and holy Ghoft, 
The God whom earth and heaven adore. 
Be glory as it was of old, 
Is now and fhall be evermore* 



O 5 Ninth 



f 308 ] 



NifUb Sunday after trinity • 

Psalm CVII. 

I. 
T^ O O L S, for their fin and their offence 

•^ do fore affliftion bear : ' 

All kind of meat their foul abhors, 

they to death's gates draw near. 

II- 
In grief they cry to God, he faves 

them from their miieries. 

He fends his word, them heals> and theiik 

from their deftrudion frees. 

III. 
O that men to the Lord would give 

praife for his goodnefs then, 
And for his works of wonder done 

unto the fons of men. 

IV. 

And let them iacrifice to him 

offerings of thankfulnefs. 
And let them Ihew abroad his works 

with fongs of joyfulnefs.. 



"^ ^KV^ 
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Psalm CVIIH 

This is a pfalm of praife. The fubjcfi is thankfgiving 
to God for bis faitbfulnefs to all his promifes. Hir 
mercy and ti uth fail not. What he fpake, he ful- 
filled. *• The Lord haih fpoken," fays the prophet, 
and therefore he not only trulls in his word, hut alfo 
rejoices as one that findeth great fpoils. He was 
perfectly fatisfiied, that whatever the Lord had fpoken 
with his mouth he would make good with his arm : 
Therefore his heart is Exed, his inflruments are in 
tune early, he rifes Nefore the fan to fing his pfalm 
of praife. O believers, why are you fo feldom at 
this fweet exercife i why are your hearts fb little in 
it ? You have the fame promifes as the prophet had, 
why do yoa not put the fame honor upon them ? 
May the Lord give you the fame fpirit of praife, that 
mixing faith with tht pialm, you may fing it with as . 
Biach gratitude, as ever it was Aing with upon eaKh. ' 

I. 

/^ G O D, my heart prepared is,. 
^^ my tongue is like wife fo •, 
I will advance my voice in pfakiis, 
that I thy praidfe may (how, 

II. 
By me among the people, Lord» 

ftiU prajfed Ihalt thou be, 
And I an^bng the nations will 

fing pi&lms of thanks to thee ;. 

^\ in. 

Becaufe thy mercy doth afcend 

above the heav'ns moft high, 
Alfo thy truth doth reach the clouds 

within the lofty Iky. 



[ 3^o ] 

IV. 

Exalted be thy majefty, 
above the heav'ns, O God, 

Difplay likewife throughout the earth 
thy glory all abroad. 



AFTERNOON. 
Psalm CXL 

This hymn and the feven following are called thc^Md 
Hallelujah. The Jews afed to un^ them with gfeat 
folemnity at their three yearly feftivals. The fubjeft 
of them all is praife. They contain the thankf- 
giving of the church to God for his mercies, which 
are defcribed not as peculiar to the Jewifli difpenfa- 
tion, but as belonging to believers in every place and 
age. The fubjedt of this pfalm is praife to God for 
liis great works in redeeming, preierving, and blef- 
fiffig his people. Happy people ! they ought to itng 
his praife, whom he has brought to. the knowlege 
of his love in Jefns. Through faith it is oar happi- 
nefs : In him we may o^er our facrifice of praife as 
acceptably to day as ever. If we can afcribe to him 
all the glory of faving us, we are then in tune to 
fing the granjd Hallelujah. Our hearts are in har- 
mony with the general affemblv of the flrft born» 
which is now finging the praifes of God and the 
lamb : May we bear our part in this bleiTed chorus, 
and in confert with all the hod of heaven fing^— 
** Great and marvellous are thy works, O Lord God 
*' Almighty, jull and true are thy ways^ thou king 
*« of faints." 



V ^NYtW 
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I. 

WITH heart I do accord 
to praifc and blefs the Lord, 
in prcfcnce of the juft. 
For great his works are found 
to fearch them fuch are bound 
who do him love and truil. 

ir. 

His works are glorious : 
His righteoufnefs for us 

doth evermore endure. 
His wondrous works he would 
we ftill remember (hould, 

his mercy is full fure. 

irr. 

Redemption great he*gave 
his people for to feve, 

it alfo hath appeared ; 
His covenant cannot fail\ 
but evermore prevail, 

his holy name be fear*d. 

IV. 
Such as to hirxi bear love, 
a portion fair above 

he hath up for them laid. 
For this they ftiall- well find, 
he will have them in mind 

and keep them as he faid. 



Tenth 
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Tenlb Sunday after Trinity. 

PsALAf CXII. 

This is a pfalm of praife. The prophet blefles God 
for the great promifes, which have been: fulfilled to 
Chrid, and will be fulfilled to all his. ' Under him, 
exceeding great and precious though they be, .yet. 
every believer may claim them as his own, and ex- 
ped the fulfilling of them. O for more faith. The 
Lord increafe it in our hearts, that we may fin^ the 
words for ourfelvcs. May every one of us find the 
pfalm realized to day, and bltfs the Lord for this and 
for all his goodnefs to the children of men.. 

• 
I. 

• pR AISE ye the Lord. That man is blcft 
•*• who fears the Lord aright : 
Who in keeping of his commands 
doth greatly take delights 

n. 
fie Ihall his feed and offspring make 

mighty the earth upon ; 
Of upright men blcITed fhall he 

make the generation. 

m. 

Treafures of wealth Ihall ever be 

within his houfe in ftore. 
And his free gift of righteoufncfs 

endures for evermore. 



\N.^w 
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IV. 

For th*^ upright he makes light arile 

tho' they in darknefs be : 
Compaflionate and merciful, 

and juftifier heu 

V. 
This good man doth his grace beftow 

and doth to others lend. 
He with difcrction his affairs 

will guide unto the end. 

Psalm CXIT. 

P. 
CUR ELY there is not any thing 
•^ that ever (hall him move : 
This righteous man's memorial 
(hall everlafting prove. 

U. 
When he (hall evil tidings hear 

he (hall not be afraid. 
His heart is iixt, his confidence 

upon the Lord is ftay*d. 

in. 

His heart is firmly ft abli(hed» 

afraid he (hall not be. 
Until upon his enemies 

he his defire (hall fee^ 



IV. He 
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IV. 

He hath difpcrs'd, giv'n to the poor^ 

his righteoufnefs alway 
Remains : High (hall his glory rife, 

and never fhall decay. 

AFTERNOON. 
Psalm CXIII. 

This is another pfalm of praife : One of the grand 
Hallelujah chorus. It lets forth the lAajefly of the 
Lord as worthy to be extolled throughout tne world 
for his infinite coudefcenfion to poor finners. His 
free grace lifts them* up from then* depth of mlCerff 
and raifes them to the height of glory, even to be 
numbered among the children of the mofl high God. 
This honor he confers 09 ""the poof Gentile dwrch, 
making her a joyful mother of children : ** Far more 
** fhall be the children of the defolate, than of the mar- 
•* ried woman, faith theLord.^ Today is this^fcrip- 
ture fulfilled. O how fhould we rejoice and be glad 
therein ! The hymn was made for us poor finners of 
the Gentiles. It treats of us, and of our falvation. 
With what triumph of joy fhould believers fing 'it! 
admiring and adoring the free grace of God : And 
as it begins and ends with Hallelujah, may we from 
our hearts afcribe to him all the glory of his goodnefs 
to the children of men. 

I. 

XT' E children which do fervc the Lord, 
•* Praife ye his name with one accord^ 

Yea bleffed be always his name. 
Who from the rifing of the fun, 
Till it return where it begun, 

Is. to be praifed with great fame. 
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ir. 

The Lord all people doth furmount. 
As for his glory we may count 

Above the higheft heav'ns to be. 
With God the Lord, who can compare, 
Whofe dwellings in the heav'ns are. 

Of fucb great power and might is he. 

m. 

He doth abafe himfelf we know, 
Things to behold on earth below, 

And alfo in the heav'n above^ 
The needy out of dull to draw, 
Alfo the poor who help none faw 

His mercy only did him move. 

IV. 
And fo did fet them up on high 
With princes of great dignity. 

Railed by him unto great fame» 
The barren church be makes to bear^ 
Afid with great joy her fons to rear. 

Therefore praife ye his* holy name. 



EUwnih 
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Eleventh Sunday after trinity. 
Psalm CXIV. 

The AibjeA of this pfalm is the prai& of God for deli- 
vering hrs people from the bondage in Egypt, which 
has been always fuppofed to be a type and earneft 
of the great deliverance from the bondage of fin, 
and of all oor fpiritual enemies. It has been fo on« 
derilood by the Chriftian church, which has ap- 
pointed it one of the proper pfahns for Eafler Sun- 
day, and which confidered it aa treating of onr re« 
demption by the death of Cbrift our paflbver. All 
nature acknowleeed tjie God of Jacob to be love- 
feign at the Exodus. So will all nature acknowlege 
the fovereignty of Chrift* Mountains will trembJe»^ 
feas will flee at his prefence : Every thing (hall make 
way for his accompliihing the fall redemption of hit 
people. Let the redeemed of the 'Lord fay fb. Has 
he delivered us with a mighty hand frx>m our fpiri- 
tual bondage ? O let us give thanks unto him. Let 
us blefs him for what he has done, and expe^ he 
will go on doin^ wonders for us: He is our rock: 
Through him the water of life flows. May he re- 
frefli our hearts with it to day ; and may its flreams 
follow us all the way to the land of reft, till we come 
to Sion with fongs, and everlafting joy upon oox 
heads. 

I. 

XXT'HEN Ifr'el out of Egypt came, 
and did his dwelling change ; 
When Jacob's houfc came out from thofe, 
who were of language ftrange. 

II. He 
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He Judah did his holy place 

his kingdom Ifr'el make : 
The fea ic faw and quickly fled, • 

Jordan was driven back. '" 

m. 

Like rams the nrouncains and like Iambs 

• the hills fkipc to and fro : 

O fea why flcdft thou ? Jordan back 

why waft thou driven fo ? 

IV. 
Ye mountains great, wherefore was it 

that ye did ikip like rams i 
And wherefore was it little hills- 

that ye did leap like lambs ^ ' ■ > 

V. 

O earth, confcfs thy fovVeign Lord 

and dread his mighty hand,. ' . . 

Before the face of Jacob's God 
tremble both fea and land» 

VI. 
Who from the hardeft marble rock 

did ftanding water bring, > 

And by his pow'r did turn the flint 

ipto a water fpring. 

Psalm CXV. 

* # 

This is anothtr of the .Hallelujah hymns. The people 
of God here alcribe.to him the glory of his mefcy 
and triith, praying they may take none of ft to 
themfelves^ nor give any of tc to idols^ but may be 
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ever afcribing it wholly to hifn» by placing their 
whole confidence in his gracious 'help and protedlion. 
O that we may do the fame. It is the ereat lefibn 
of our religion to afcribe all the gtory of tavilig ns to 
the mere mercy of God. The old-teftament ^inCi 
were all of this fptrit— '< Not uoto vs,. O Lord» not 
*' unto us" — And one of the new (hall fpeak for his 
brethren — •* We rejoice in Chrift Jefus, and have 
** no confidence in the flelh.'' May we r^oice with 
them» placing all the confidence of onr hearts in 
him : And then we (hall ^ng in fweet concert with 
all in heaven and eanh, who art giving glory t^ 
God and the Lamb. 

L 

^OT unto u^, Lord^ not fio us^ 
•**^ but do thou glorjr take 
Unto thy name, cv*n for thy truth . ' 
and for thy mercy's fake. 

II. 
O wherefore (hould the heathen fay, 

where is thdr God now gone ? 
Our God he is in heav'n, and what 

he wiird, that he hath done. 

m. 

Their idols filver arc and gold, 

work of mens hands they be. 
Mouths have they, but they do not fpeak^ 

and eyes, but do not fee. 

' IV. 
Like them their makers are, and all 

on them their truft who build : 
O Ifr^el truft thou ih the Lord, 

he is thy help and fti\di. 
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V. 

O Aaron*^ houfe triift in the Lord, 
their help and (hield is he : 

Ye that fear God, truft in the Lord 
their help and fhield he'll be. 



AFTERNOON. 
Psalm CXV. 

'TpHE Lord of us hath mindful been 
''' and will us blefs alfo. 
On Ifrael and Aaron's houle 
his bleffing will beftowv 

IT. 
Both fmall and great that fear the Lord 

he will them furely blefs : 
The Lord will you, you and your feed 

ftiU more and more increafe. 

IIL 
Ye are the bleflcd of the Lord, 

ev'n of the Lord moft high. 
Who both the heav'n and earth did make 

and fixt immoveably. 

IV. 

Then let us praife the Lord our God 

henceforth for evermore^ 
He only worthy is of praife, 

praife ye the Lord therefore. 
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Twelfth Sunday afttr . Trinky. 
Psalm CXVI. 

This is a mod fweet pattern of thankigiving. It was Che 
divine breathing of Jefus, delivered from all his and 
oar enemies* and it is the breathing of all his re- 
deemed, when they are delivered i>)r faith in him. 
Thefe are their fentiments-— trading to the blood of 
the lamb, they look upon God as their reconciled 
Father, they love him, they devote themielves to 
him privately, and publicly in his courts they teitify 
their willing fubjediion to him, and that in all things* 
Every believer has good reafon to follow their ^x* 
ample. O that our thankfulnefs niay be as like 
theirs as poflible. Let us pray for it. Aflc in faith, 
and he giveth liberally. The Lord increafein as a 
fpirit of praife, that he may receive more thanks 
and get greater glory from us to-day. 

I. 

T LOVE the Lord, becaufc my voice, 

^ and my pray'rs he did hear, 
I while I live will call on hinr), 
who bow*d to me his ear. 

Of death the cords and forrows did 

about me compafs round ; 
The pains of hell took hold on me 

diftrefs and grief I found : 

irr; 

Upon the name of God the Lord, 

then did I call and fay. 
Deliver thou my foul, O Lord 

/ do thee humbly ^ta^* 
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IV. 

God merciful and righteous is, 

yea gracious is our Lord : 
Goid faves the meek : I was brought low 

he did me help afford. 

Psalm CXVI. 
I. 
^T'HE wholfom cup of faving health 
^ I thankfully will take. 
And on the name of God will call 
when I my pray'rs do make, 

II. 
Thy fervant. Lord, thy fervant, lo 

niyfelf I do confefs, 
Son of thy handmaid, thou halt broke 

the bonds of my diftrefs : 

III. 
Therefore I'll offer up to thee 

a facrifice of praife. 
And I will call upon the name 

. of God the Lord always : 

IV. 
Yea in the courts of God*s own houfe 

and in the midft of thee, 
O thou Jerufalem : Therefore 

the Lord our God praife ye. 

AFTERNOON. 
Psalm GXVIL 

This is the (horteft pfalm in words, but not in matter : 
it is a moft biefied prophecy, and this day fal&lkd 
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in oar hearts. The Lord is here praifed ftr ca 
the gentiles to the knowlege of fais mercy and 
in Jefus. This is the htgheft favor God has to 
and it demands our higheft thanks. The apoftl 
cited this jpfalm in Rom. xv. 1 1 . ** Praife the 
** all ye Gentiles, and laud him'' that is, t 
praife him better, " all ye people**— the duty i 
forced again aad again, intiquting, that we fli 
<lo it with redoubled diligence. And leaft we fl; 
remit or ibrgct, it is once more repeatedi m 
burden of all — Hallelujah — Afcribe ye all the , 
in earth and heaven to the felf-exifbent Jefin. 
the Lord, who requires this praife, give vL$g. 
now to ofier it up acceptably. May wq fioj 
words with their fpirit, of whom the Lord ia 
<« This people have I formed for myfelf, they 
*< ihew forth my praife." 

I 

L 

r\ ALL ye nations o£ the world 
^^ praife ye the Lord always, 
And all ye people ev*ry where 
fet forth his noble praife. 

IL 
For great his mercy is to us 

his truth doth not decay. 
Wherefore praife ye the Lord our God, 

praife ye the Lord alway. 

m. 

To Father, Son, and holy Ghofl:> 

the God whom we adore. 
Be glory as it was, is now, 

and (hall be evermore. 



[ 3^3 ] 

Thirteenth Sunday after Trinity. 
Psalm CXVIII. 



See wkat was faid of this pfalm on Eailer Sanday. It 
treats of the perfon of Chriil, his fafferings, death, 
refmredtion, and of his becoming the head (lone of 
the corner: For which bleflings we are called upon 

- to praife his holy name. This is the lad of the 
grand Hallelujah hymns. The fubjedt of it requires 
our warmeil thanks. May the Spirit of Jefus glorify 
him in our hearts to day, and help us to fing with 
fach gratitude as the words require. 

- I. 

r\ GIVE ye thanks to God the Lord, 
^^ for very kind is he, 
Becaufe his mercy doth endure 
unto eternity. 

II. 
Let ill that fear the Lord our God 

freely confefs and fay, 

The mercy of the Lord our God 

endureth (till alway. 

III. 

I in diftrefs call'd on the Lord, 

the Lord did anfwer me. 

He in a large place did me fct, 

from trouble made me free. 

P IV. The 
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• « 

IV. 
The mighty Lord is on my fide, / ■ i 

I will not be afraid -, 
For any thing that man can do \» 

I fhall not be.difmaid. 

V. 

The Lord doth take my part with them, 

who help to fuccor me ; 
Therefore on thofe who do me hate 

I. my defire (hall fee. 



PSAJLM CXVIII. 
I. 

'TpHE Lord is my mighty defence, 
"*- of v/hom I make my fong. 
He is become for me indeed 
a Saviour great and Itrong. 

H. 

The right hand of the Lord our God 
doth bring to pafs great things. 

He caufeth voice of joy and health 
in righteous mens dwellings. 

III. 
The right hand of the mighty Lord 

exalted is on high, 
The right hand of the mighty Lord 
doth ever valiantly^, 

IV. I 
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IV. 

[ will give thanks to thee, O LorcT, 
and evcf-will praile thee. 

Who haft me heard, and art become 
a Saviour unto me. 



AFTERNOON. 



Psalm CXIX. 



This pfalm is mcde up of prayer and praiie : Prayer 
for llrength to keep the law, and praife for having 
kept it. There are t.yenty-two parts of the pfalm 
according to the Hebrew alphabet, each part has 
eight vcrfes beginning with the fame letter: In 
every vcrfc the prophet fpeaks of the revealed will of 
God Under a variety of names to exprefs his faith in 
it, his love to it, and his perfed fulfillment of it. 
Jerom fays it contains a great myllery : And Au- 
guftine declares, that though it feemed plain, yet 
the more he Hudied it, the deeper be foand the fcnfe 
was. I fuppofe they fpake of it in this manner, be* 
caufe> they knew it belonged, to Chrift, and was 
ftridlly and liter^ally true of him, and pf believers 
only as interefted in him. He was their law-fulfiller : 
Throngh his atonement they are faved from its pe- 
nalties, through his obedience they are made righ- 
teous, as the law requires. When the holjt Spirit 
• enables them to believe in the blood and righteouf- 
nefs of Immanuel, then he alfo puts the law into 
their inward parts, and writes it in their hearts, 
fwectly conftraining them to walk in his llatutes ancl 
to keep his commandments, and do them. Then 
they can declare their hearty attachment to the law 
of God, and their fixt purpofe lo v^^XVl ^^^^x^vcv^^^'^a 
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ity in order to glorify God for his mer^y, to do good 
to men 9 and to exercife and to improve their graces 
and gifts. Upon this plan they can fmjg the pfklm 
before us. It is then a fweet fubje^ drprayer and 
praife. Every word tends to (Itr up love to the holy 
will of God, and defires to keep it with growing de- 
light. May the iinging of it now anfwer thofe par- 
pofes. 

I. 

r\ THAT thy ftatutcs to obfervc 
y^ thou would'ft my ways diredt : 
Then (hall I have no (hame, when I 
thy precepts all refpeft. 

IL 
Thy teftimonics and thy ways 

much more my heart rejoice. 
Than all the treasures of the earth, 

which worldlings make their choice. 

ra. 

Upon thy precepts I will mule, 

and thereto frame my talk, 
As at a mark fo will I aim, 

in thy ways how to walk. 

Upon thy ftatutes my delight 

(hall conftantly be fet. 
And by thy grace I never will 

thy holy word forget. 

Fourteenth 
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Fottrteentb SmtdtPf i^ttr trinity. 
Psalm CXIX. 

I. 

INSTRUCT me. Lord, in the right way 
*■ of thy ftatutes divine. 
That them to keep unto the end 
my heart I may incline. 

n. 

Grant me the knowkge of thy law, 

that I may it obey. 
With heart and mind and all my might 

I may it keep alway. 

III. 
From vain defires and worldly lulls 

turn back mine eyes and fight. 
And with thy Spirit ftrengthen me 

to walk thy ways aright. 

IV. 
Confirm thy gracious promife, Lord» 

which thou haft made to me. 
Who am thy fervant, and would love 

and nothing fear but thee. 



Psalm 
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Psalm CXIX. 

I 
I. 

J3EF0RE that I afflifted was, 
-^ I crr*d and went aftray. 
But now I keep thy holy word 
and make it all my ftay. 

Thou Lord art good, and doeft good,, 

thy gifts of grace are free; 
Thine ordinances how to keep 

therefore, O Lord teach me. 

O happy time may I well (ay, 
when thou didft me correft, . 

That I thereby might leafn thy laws. 
and never them rejeft. 

O Lord, thy word and law to me 

is dearer manifold. 
Than gold and filver in great furas,^ 

or ougKt that can be told* 



P S A L Mr 
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A F T E R N O O K. 

PSAJLM CXIX. 

TN heav'n, O Lord, where thou doft dwell 
*" thy word is ftablifh*d fure, 
Arid (hall to all eternity 
faft fettled there endtjre. 

II 
From age to age thy truth abides, 

as doth the earth witnefs, 
Whofe groundwork thou haft laid fo fure, 

as no tongue can exprefs. 

in, 

Ev'n to this day we may well fee ^ 

how thou doft them preferve 
According to thine ordinance r 

for all things do thee ferve. 

IV. 
For nothing in this world I fee, 

which hath at length no end. 
But thy commandments and thy word 

beyond all time extend. 



P 4 Fiftcentb 
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Fifteenth Sunday after Trinity. 

PSAJLM CXXI. 



The fifteen pfalms following the cxixth are eiithM 
fonzsi as fome are called hymnsy and others p&lmif 
and fongs of i/f^^f/9 or of afcenfions, defcribing the 
goi::gs up of Jefo09 ftep by ftep to his faigheft 
exaltation. He expreflep here in the two firft verfes, 
his dependence opon Jehovah for help to carry hia 
through his work, and in the following part of the 
pfalm receives a gracious anfwer from Jehovah con- 
taining a full promife of continoal fuppoit. The 
promiie made to Jefus the head will be made good 
10 every believer in him, who is ri(en with Chrifti 
and is growing up into Chrift. If our afedions be« 
and our converfation be, where he is at the risht 
hand of Qod, then we (hall by faith reft upon him 
to fulfill this pfalm to us. And waiting 00 him for 
it we (hall lift up our hearts and voices in this high 
fong of praife. May we now fing it to his glory and 
to our mutual edification. 

L 
T TO the hills will lift mine eyes 
^ from whence doth come mine aid \ 
My fafety cometh from the Lord 
who heav'n and earth hath made. 

II. 
Thy foot he'll not let Aide : nor will 

he flumber who thee keeps ; 
Behold he who keeps Ifrael 

he flumbers not, nor fleeps. 
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III. 

The Lord thcc keeps, he thy defence 
on thy right hand doth ftay, 

rhc moon by night thee (hall not fmite 
nor yet the fun by day. 

IV. 
The Lord fhall keep thy fbul, he (hall 

prefervc thee from all ill, 
Elenceforth tlw going out and in 

Gcfd keep for ever will. 



Psalm CXXII. 



The prophet here rejoices in heart at the people's wjI- 
lingnefs to ferve God in his appointed place and 
means* He commends Jemfalem for its privileges 
in this refpe^, and prays for its peace and prorperity. 
The charch at that time was the congregation of 
believers profeffing the fame fdth in the fame Jefus, 
as we do now. Of this charch, whether on e^th, 
or the Jerufalem that is above^ oar one Lord Imma- 
nnel is the head, and his Spirit is in all the members* 
He keeps theoa in anity with their Lord and with one 
another. Thas they are taoght to pray for the prof- 
peri ty of the catholic chnrCh, and they never confnlc 
their own intereft more, than by praying for itr 
Becaufe he has promifed, ** they ihall pro^r that 
*' love thee*"^ May we find his promife made good 
to day : It will, if we endeavor to keep the unity 
of the Spirit in the bond of peace. May we fing 
with one faith and one heart to the praiie of oor one 
Lord. Glory be to him in the nigheft : May he 
keep peace upon* earth, and good will towards men. 



?5 



I. I 



w-^ 
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I. 



I 



JOY'D when to the houfe of God 
We will go up they faid to me :. 
Jcrufalem within thy gates 
Our happy feet (hall ftanding he,. . 



ir. 



Jerufalcm a$. a city 
Is compaftly built together,. 
Unto that place the tribes go up^. 
Ev*n the tribes of God go thither,, 

III. 
To Ifr*cl*s teftimony, there 
Unto God's name their thanks to pay : 
For thrones of judgmeTit ev'n the thrones 
Of Dayid's houfe arc there to ftay,. 



AFTER. 



.';*- • 
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A F T E R N O O N. 

Psalm CXXII. 

I. 
/^ PRAY Jerufalcm may have 
^^ Peace from God and felicity. 
They that love thee and wifh thee peace 
Shall have certain profperity. 

II. 
I pray that peace may dill abide 
And fafe within thy walls- remain. 
And ever may thy palaces 
Their fweet profperity retain* 

in. 
Now for my friends and brethrens fa1ce. 
That peace Ihall be in thee J*ll fay. 
And for the houfe of God our Lord 
FU fcek to do thee good alway. 

IV. 
To Father, Son and Holy Ghoft, 
The God whom heav*n and earth adore. 
Be glorjr as it was of old, 
I« now, and* (hall be evermore.. 



Sixteenth 



111 
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Sixieenlb Sunday after T^rimty. 
Psalm CXXIII. 

Thtf prophet here being in great diftrefs teaches as by 
his example, to whom we are to look for fuppoit 
under, and for deliverance from, faflfering. He pats 
hi4 perfed trod in the God of heaven, looking to 
him for every fpiritoal bleffing ; as a good fer? ant 
does to his lond for every temporal blefling : And 
then he prays earneftly — give as grace, give us 
grace — repeating it throagh the fervency of his de- 
votion, and the heavinefs of his crofs, for he was 
ireatly troubled with the reproaches of proud world* 
[in^s* Here is a pattern for us under all our fuf* 
ferings ; and faffer we mud. If we belong to Chrift 
this pfalm will become familiar to us. We have 
often met with this very cafe, and trying it has been^ 
and will be Hill more fo : Becaufe it is a crofs we 
cannot efcape. May we never meet with it, but as 
the crofs of Chrift. Then if we be reproached fof 
tiis name, happy are we. He will give us grace fuf* 
£cient for us under the trial, and he will make it 
bring forth its proper fruits. In this faith may we 
all fiog the pfalm to his praiie, whogiveth grace and 
glory. 

r\ THOU that in the heavens doft dwell, 
^^ I lift mine eyes to thee. 
Behold, as fervants eyes do look 
their mailers band to fee : 

ir. 

As maidens eyes her miftrefs* hairf» 

fo do our eyes attend 
IJpon the Lord our God> until 

to us he mercy fend. 

IIUO 



' I 



»'T 
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IH. 

D grant to us thy mercy. Lord, 

grant mercy in thy Gght, 
For we are Bird and overcomp 

with contempt and defpitc. 

IV. 
Dur foul is BUM with fcorn of thofc 

who at their eafe abide. 
And with the infolent contempt 

of thofe who fwell in pride. 

Psalm CXXIV. 

rhis is a fweet hyma of praife to the keeper of IfraeL 
-His redeemed in all ages have his fame love towards 
theniy and his fame power over them: And they 
here acknowleee it. They afcribe their fafety from 
enemies entirely to the Lord their God* They give 
bim all the glory of pail deliverances, and profefs 
their fixt hope.in his help for the tinae to come. The 
whole Ifrael of God has dill the fame almighty 
keeper. May we remember what he has done for 
ttSy and thank him — what he has promiA^d, and trail 
him : Then we (hall be in tune to fing the pfalm 
aright. If he has indeed faved us from all our fpi- 
ritual enemies, and has engaged to fave us for ever» 
O what a hymn of thanks (houki we offer to him 
this day \ The Lord make us more feniible of his 
mercies^ and more thankful for them. 

L 

TIT AD not the Lord been on our fide, 
•* '*' may Ifrael now fay i 
Had not the Lord been on our iide 
when men rofe us to flay. 
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IT. 

They had us fwallow'd quick, when as 

their wrath *gainft us did flame: 
Waters had cover'd us, our foul 

had funk beneath the ftream. 

. III. 
Then had the waters fwcUing high 

over our foul made way : 
Bleft be the Lord, who to their teeth; 

gave us not for a prey. 

IV. 
Our fouls efcaped, as a bird 

out of the fowler's fnarc. 
The fnarc afunder broken is^. 

and we efcaped are. 

V. 
Our fure and all-fufficient help 

is in Jchovah*s name. 
His name who did the Heav'ns create,, 

and who the earth did frame. 



AFTERNOON. 



Psalm CXXV- 

The fubje^ of this pfalm is nearly the fame with the 
laft :. It defcribes the perfedt faftty of thofe who truft 
in the Lord. He himfelf will be their almighty pro- 
tedlor. When enemies invade them> as the hills 
fland about Jerufalem, fo will he (land round about 
his people. His falvatvoit ftwill b« for walls and bul- 



warks. Happy are the people, that are in (uch a^ 
cafe! Yea blefTed are the people, who have tbs 
Lord for. thtir defence! O for more f^'th in hia ; 
wordy and more dependence upon hif perfevering* 
love, and almighty arm. He will certainly fulfill. 
his promifes in this pfalm» great though they be, to 
thole who trufl in him. May we how put honor 
upon the promifes here made us, and fing of his- 
&ithfalnefs with rejoicing hearts.; 

I; 
'np HOSE that do place their confidence. 
-^ Upon, the Lord our God only,^ 
And flee to him for their defence 
In all their need and mifcry^ 
Their faith is fure ttill to endure 
Grounded on Chrift the corner-ftone, 
Mov*d with no ill, but flandeth ftill. 
Stedfaft like to the mount Sion.. 

IL. 
And as about Jerufalem 
The mighty hills do it compa(s,. 
So that no foes can come to them. 
To hurt that town in any cafe, 
So God indeed in ev*ry need 
His faithful people doth defend, , 
Standing them by alTuredly 
From this time forth world without endi 



Sev'enteemh 
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r. 

XTTT" H E N Sion's fad captivity 
^ the Lord rcturn'd ^ain,^ 

Like unto them that dream were we,, 
our mouth was fiUed then 

II. 

With laughter, and our tongue did fingy 

then faid tliey thereupon 
Among the heathen : Mighty things 

for them the Lord hath done, 

III. 
The Lord hath done great things for us,. 

we joyful are thereby. 

Like ftreams in South, ftill do thou Lord, 

turn pur captivity. 

IV. 
Who fow in tears (hall reap in joy : 

who goeth on and mourns 
Bearing choice feed, fure he with joy 

bearing his (heaves returns* 



AFTER- 
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AFTERNOON. 
Psalm CXXX. 

This is a prayer for pardon and acceptance, and an en* 
couragementto wait on the Lord for thefe bleflings.. 
They wbo have Jcnown what the guilt of (in i», and 
have been exercifed in the fchool of repentance, caa 
fee a great beauty in this pfalm. It is their very 
cafe. And when they have found mercy, and plen- 
teous redemptioif, then they underftand it all, and , 
can blefs the Lord for his good ae& to their foulf. 
O that we may fing it to day, as oar own-.experieoce. 
Indeed fo far as we believe oarfelves raifed from tht 
depths of fin and mifery, and partakers of the mercy 
of God in Chrift Jefus, we fhall blefs and praife his 
holy name. May our lives as well as oar lips (hew 
forth his praifes now and for ever.. 

T ORD, from the depths to thee I cr^'d^ 
•*^ my voice, Lord, do thou hear, 
Unto my fupplications voice 
give an attentive ear. 

Lord, if in juftice thou fhouldft ihark 

our fins, and them pcrufe. 
Who could (land in thy fight and fay,. 

I can myfelf excufe P 

III. 
But thou, art merciful and free 
and boundlefs in thy grace. 
That we might always careful be 
. to fear before thy face. 
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EigbUentb Sunday after Trinity. 

Psalm CXXX. 

I. 
T N God the Lord I put my truft, 
^ my foul waits on his will, 
Hb promife is for ever juft 
and I hope therein ftilL 

n. 

My Ibul to God hath great regard 

waiting for him alway. 
Waiting much more than they who watch 

to fee the dawn of day. 

III. 
O Ifrael truft in the Lord, 

with him there mercy is. 
And he doth plenteoufly afibrd 

redemption unto his : 

IV. 

Ev'n he it is, who Ifr*al Ihall 

thro' his abundant grace 
Redeem from his offences all, 

and wholly them deface. . 

Psalm CXXXL 

We have here a pattern of perfe£b humilitf • Learn of 
me, fays Jefus, for I am meek and lowly. In this 
pfalm he appeals to his Father for the lowlinefs of his 
heart and looks and converfacion : Who could ever 
make fuch an appeal, bat Vdmftlf^ ^ud then he re- 



[ 343 ] 

ouires all his difciples to hope in God for grace to 
follow his example : And they do. Taught by his 
word and enabled by his Spirit the fame mind is in 
them, which was alfb in Chrift Jefus. Thus he gives 
them his promifed reft, a fweet holy reft unto their 
fba!s» which none npon earth but the humble know, 
and which they 'partake more of, as they grow more 
humble. Jefus mafter fave us from pride, from the 
guilt and from the power of it, O make us willing 
to learn of thee, and make us able to follow thy fteps 
in true meeknefs and lowlinefs, fo fhall we iingof thy. 
grace and tell of thy goodnefs, as long . as we have 
our being. 

TV/f Y heart not haughty is, O Lord, 
^^ mine eyes not lofty be. 
Nor do I deal in matters great, 
or things too high for me. 

ir. ^ 

But as a child, that weaned is, 

with fpirit meek and mild. 
So have I, Lord, behav'd, my foul 

IS, like a weaned child. 

III. 
O Ifrael truft in the Lord, 

let him be all thy day, 
Truft in the Lord from this time forth 

from age to age alway. 

AFTERNOON. 
Psalm CXXXIII. 

This is a beautiful defcription of the communion of^ 
faints— being made one with Jefus, he by his S|^ir|t 
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unites (hem to one another imder him. This com- 
ir. union with him their life-giving head, and with 
each other through him u like the fanfiifying oil on 
the high prieiis head, which was upon Jefus without 
meafure, and from thence flows down to the loweft 
believer^ and it is like the fruitful dew, which made 
the dry hills of Hermon and Sion afford plenty of 
pailure, and this communion lads through life, and 
will be perfeded with the ble£ing of life everlalling. 
Well may we fmg of it then in 3iis our pilgrimage. 
It brings with it many mercies, and alleviates many 
miferies. O that we may all be one with Jefus our 
head, live in love as members actuated by his Spirit, 
•and with mutual prayers, advice, and helps endeavor 
to fhew that we have been taught of God to love one 
another. May we fing as brethren with harmonj of 
hearts to the praife of the God of love« 

h 

T>EHOLD how good a thing it is 
-^ and how becoming well. 
Together fuch as brethren be 

in unity to dwell. 

II. 
Like precious ointment on the head 

which down the beard did flow, 
Ev'n yVaron's beard, and to the fkirts 

did of his garments go. 

III. 

Like Hermon's dew, like dew which doih 

on Sion's hill defcend : 
For there the blcfTing God commands 

life that fliall never end. 



"NiYweleev.xV) 
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Nineteenth Sunday after Trinity, 
Psalm CXXXIV. 

'7hij5 18 a command to the Lord's fervants to afcnbe all 
bleflings to hLm» and to do it conftantly night, as 
well as day, and to exprefs outwardly their heart 
dependence on him, by lifting up their hands to the 
iboly place, to Chrift, who was there reprefented^ -ex- 
^c^ing all good from him. Afcribe this to him, 
and lie will blefs you. He has promifed it : And he 
is able to make his word good : For he is the al- 
mighty creator of heaven and earth. We are going 
to fulfill this command in the letter : May we all 
perform it, as a fpiritual fervice;. May every heart 
afcribe its bleiling^, whether we have them -in hand 
or in hope to the God of our falvation, and may we 
iing together glorifying him in deed and in tmtlu 

I. 

"D E H O L D and have regard 
^^ ye fervants of the Lord, 
Who in his houfe by night do watch, . 
blefs him with one accord. 

IF. 
Lift up your hands on high 

unto his holy place, 
And give the Lord his praifes due, 

his benefits embrace. 

III. 
Jehovah is our God, 

who heaven and earth did frame. 
He will blefs Sion, and prefcrvc 

for evermore the fam% 
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IV. 

To God the Father, Son, 

and Spirit, glory be. 
As 'twas, and is, and (hall be ib 

to all eternity. 

Psalm CXXXV. 

The fobjed of this pfalm is the fame with the laft. It 
it a command to olefs God, and it is given to every 
one who draws near to him in his hooie. It is repeated 
again and again, with great vehemency, to enforce 
it the more upon us. It is faid to be good, to be plea- 
fanty and it is (b to thofe -whom God hath called to 
he hit peculiar people : They find praifingf him with 
their hearts, and>xpreffing it with their voices, a de- 
lightful txtrdk. All his works, and providences 
Vimird to them hcfh matter of praife. The pfalm 
ends with calling upon the whole church to join ia 
the praifes of the Lord their God. O for a Spirit of 
praife, more, more ftili poured out upon us. The 
more we know of God in Chrift, the more reaibn we 
have to praife him. Our mercies are free, great, 
many, endiefs — God give us a deeper fen(e of our 
unworthinefs of the leait, and keep us in a right 
frame to afcribe to him all the praife of the greateil. 
May he receive it from us to day and for ever. 

I. 

/^ PRAISE the Lord, praife ye his name, 
^^ . praife him with one accord, 
O praife him fliil all ye that be 
the fcrvants of the Lord. 

II. 
O praife him, ye that ftand and be 

in the houfe of the Lord, 
Ye of his court aoA of i\\s Vvo>]Xic 
- orai/e him with oiic accoid. 
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in. 

Praife ye the Lord : For he is good* 

ling praifes to his name. 
It is a very pleafant thing 

always to do the fame. 

IV. 
For Jacob to himfclf the Lord 

hath choien, as ye fee : 
And he hath chofen Ifrael 

his treafure for to be. 

AFTERNOON. 

Psalm CXXXV. 

I. 
'Tp HIS have I known aflbredly, 
. -^ the Lord is very great. 
And that our Lord above all Gods 
in glory hath his feat. 

n. 

What thing foever pleas'd the Lord, 

that in the heav'n did he. 
And in the earth, the feas, and all 

the places deep that be. 

III. 
Thy name fhall ftill endure and thy 
. memorial likewife, 
Throughout all generations, which 

are now, or Ihall arife. 



Psalm CXXXV. 

^r\ AJJL yc houfe of Ifrael, 
^^ fee that yc praKe the Lord^ 
And ye that be of Aaron's houie : 
praife iiim wich one accord. . 

O praife the l.ord of Levi's houk^ 

ye ¥^o his Xervancs are* 
And praife the holy name of God» 

all ye the Lord who fear* 

hl 
And out of Sion found his praife* 

the great praife of the Lordj 
^Who dwelleth in Jerufalem, 

praife him with one accord* 

IV. 
To Father, Son, and holy Ghoft, 

the God whom we adore. 
Be glory as it was, is now, 

and ihall be evermore* 

PSAtM CXXXVI. 

_ _ 

This pfalm -is an exhortation to praife Jehovah for that 
snercy, which is over all his works x>f .creation, pro- 
4lence, and redeinptian^ and Which 9s«ver hh jp^p^^ 
to blefs them for ever. The burden of this iong is 
«-— " for his mej^endureth for ever** whi^ is rc- 
pea^cd in every ^Htk% io fiDLtNi ^^x^n^ ^as^xtf^^. ^ooa^h 
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«xtol that mercy» to which we owe all our bleffings 
4>oth in esTfth and heaven. Majr s fweet ienfe of it 
accompany our paifes this day, and may we iing in 
perfed harmony with the old teHament church, ce- 
lebrating with thankful hearts the mercy of our God* 
which endureth for ever. 

I. 

pR A I S E God for he i^ kind, 
* his mercy ne*er decays, 
<jive thanks and praifes fing 
<o God of Gods always : 

For certainly 

his mercies dure 

moft firm and fure 

eternally. 

11. 
The Lord of hofts praife y^, 
whofe mercies ftill endure. 
Great wonders only he 
<doth work by his great power : 

For certainly, &c. 

ra. 

Who us remember'd when 
in our lowcft degree, ^ 
And from our fins and foes 
redeemed, and fet us free. 
For certainly, &c. 

IV- 
Who doth all men with food 
abundantly fupply : 
Wherefore let God moft good 
be prais'd inceflkntly. ;dk 
For certainly, tSroT 
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AFTERNOON. 
Psalm CXXXVIII. 

This 18 a pfalm of praife for God*i f^ithfulnefs to his 
word. He has magnified it above all his name. For 
he has fulfilled every promife made to Jefus Chrift 
the head of the charch, and what has been made 

food to the head will infallibly be. made good to all 
is members. In this faith we may afe the words. 
They contain exceeding great and precious promifes. 
May the Lord the Spirit apply them, and enable 
«s to mix faith with them* that while we fing 
them we may be fatisfied all the bieffings here men- 
tioned are ours. 

I. 

'^TpHEE will I praife with my whole heart, 
•*" O Lord, my God always, 
Ev'n in the prefencc of the gods 
I will advance thy praife. 

II. 
Towards thy holy temple I 

will look and worfliip thee. 
And praifed in my thankful mouth 

thy holy name fhall be. 

III. 
Ev*n for thy mercy and thy truth, - r 

I will praife thee, O Lord, * 

For thou above all thy great name 

haft magnify'd thy word; 

IV. 
Thou didft me anfwer in the day 

when I to thee did cry. 
And thou my faiB|k^g^fo\AV\tVifcwiotK 
^idfl: ft rcngthen'iiv>Natd\>[, ^ 
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twmty-firfi Sunday after^rinitj. 

PSAIM CXXXVIII. 
L 

npHE Lord is high» but yet he doth 
•*- the lowly man refpeft : 
The proud ke knows far off, and then* 
^ he doth with fcorn reje6l» 

II. 
*Altho' in midft of trouble I 

do walk, yet fhall I (land 

Revived by thee : For thou, O Lord^ 

wilt ftretch out thy right hand 

III. 
Upon the wrath of all my foes : 

And faved fhall I be 
By thy right hand. The Lord God will 

perfedt his work on me* 

IV, 

Thy mercies laft for evermore^ 

thou wilt not me for&ke : 
Thou wilt not caft away the work 

which thine own hands did make. 



0^3 FSALM 
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Psalm CXLL 

This is a prayer for ihe acceptance of our perfbns and 
iervices; we and they are well pleaiing unto the Fa* 
ther in the beloved. Through his interceffion oar 
prayers are gracioufly heard, and {bafoniably answered. 
He is the great angel of the covenant, who has mack 
incenfe to offer with the prayers of the faints upon 
the golden altar, which is before the throne. May 
the holy Spirit enable as to preient theie our fervices 
through him. Let us fing, and pray, and hear, 
looking in all to Jefus ; and hoping that he is now 
Ifanding in the presence of God for u»i let ui rg[PiCfr 
and. be glad in our heavenly ackocate. 



r\ LORD, upon thee, do I call; 
^^ then hall thee ujito mq. 
And hearken thou unto my voice 
when I do cry to thee.. 

ir. 

As incenfe let my pray*r come up 

direfted in thine eyes. 
And the uplifting qf mine hands 

as itf cv'ning facrifice. ' 

in. 

For, O my Lord and God, mine eyes 

do look up unto thee. 
In thee is all my truft, my foul 

Ihall not forfaken be. 

IV. Thoit 



i 3^ I 

IV. 

Thou from the fnare wilt keep mtGi^ 
which they for me prepare. 

And from the dang'rous traps q£ them 
who wicked workers ar«, 

V. 

The workers of iniquity 
(hall in their own nets fall, 

Whilft I do: by thine help cfcapc 
the danger of them alk 



A F r E K N O O Nl 
Psalm CXLIII. 

The perfon who fpeaks this pfalm is in the greateft dif- 
trefs, but finds relief by medits^ion and prayer. He 
carries his cafe to God, and leaves it with him. That 
part of his prayer, which we now ufe is for fupporC 
under trials, and for fafe gnidanoe through them by 
the good Spirit of God. There is no chriftian without 
trials. No happy chriflian, but he who is kept an* 
der them, as is here defcribed. May we a(e the 
words as our own. We are commanded to afk, and* 
it is promifed we (hall have even grace fufficient for 
ns. The Lord help us to afk in faith nothing war 
vering. 

I. 

T E T me thy loving kindncfs in 
-*^ the morning hear and know. 
For in thee is my truft, fhew me 
the way that I (hould go. 
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n. 

For unto thee I life my fouU 

O Lord, deliver me 
From all mine enemieS) for I 

for covert flee to thee. 

Becaufe thou art my God, thy will 

to fulfill me inftru£t. 
Thy good Spirit (hall to the land 

of uprighcnefs conduct. 

IV. 
Thou wilt revive my foul, O Lord, 

ev'n for thine own name's fake. 
And thou wilt for thy righteoufheis 

my foul {t6m trouble take. 



twenty-- 
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Twenty -fecond Sunday after Trinity. 
Psalm CXLV. 

This pfalm and the five fbllowing are hymns of prai(e«> 
The greatnefsj juflice, 'goodnefs^ wifdom, and mtxcf 
of God in all his works and ways are here celebrated.- 
The iir/l' verfe begins with the letter A» the fecond 
with B, the third with G, and fb on through twenty 
one letters* of the Hebrew alphabet. Every verfe is> 
a ihort hymn. The holy Ghoft by the mouth of the 
prophet iUrs up the hearts of believers to admire, ta* 
adore, and to blefs the Lord for all his dealings with' 
them. He would have them to rejoice, yea to tri- 
umph in the wonders, which he has done for them* 
^ Here we want more humble and thankful hearts, that 
we may fing better than we ever did the high praifes 
of our God. The humbled man will fing in- the 
higheft key : Bfecaufe he will fee moft of God's infi- 
nite love to him. May the holySpirit abafe us in our 
own eyes, and give us grace to glorify Immairaelb/ 
finging the words, which he has put into oar moutks' 
this day. 

r; 

r\ LORD, thou art my God and king,. 
^^ Thee will 1 magnify and praife \j 
I will thee blefs and gladly fing 
Unto thy holy name always. 

IT.. 
From day to day T will thee blefs, 
And praife thy na^ie time without end. 
Much to be prais'd, and great God is, 
'His grcatnefs none can comprehend.. 
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in. 

Age (hall thy works praife unto SLgt^ 
The mighty works (hew done by thee, 
J will fpeak o£ the glorious grace 
And honor of thy majefty : 

IV. 
Thy wondrous works I will record. 
By men the might (hall be extoU'd 
Of all thy fearful afts, O Lord, 
And I thy greatnefs will unfold i. 



PSALW CXLV. 

L 
'T^HY kingdom. Lord, Ihall never cnd>, 
"■* It doth thro' ages all remain 5 
The Lord upholdcth all that fall, 
The call-down caifeth up again : 

II. 
The eyes of aU things. Lord, attend^ 
And on thee wait that here do live, 
And thou in feafbn due doft fend 
Sufficient food them to relieve. 

in. 

Yea thou thy hand doft open wide 
And, ev'ry thing doft fatisfy 
That lives, and does on earth abid^r 
Of thy great liberality : 



'VSl.^^^ 
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IV. 

The Lord k jiift in all his ways 
And holy in his works each one : 
He's near to aU wha od him call. 
Who call in truth on him alone. 



AFTERNOON. 

Psalm CXLV. 

I. 
/^OD will accomplifli the dcfire 
^^ of thofe who do him fear. 
He alfo will deliver them 
and he their cry will hear. 

n. 

The Lord preferves all who him Idve^- 

that nought can them annoy^ 
But he all thofe who wicked are 

will utterly deftroy. 

HI. 
My thankful mouth fhall gladly fpeM] 

jthe praifes of the Lord : 
All flcfli to praife his holy name 

for ever fhall accord. 

IV. 
To Father, Son, and holy Ghofti- / 

the God whom we adore. 
Be glory as it was, is now, 

and fball be evermore. 



-'u 



J 
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I 

ft 

Twen^-third Sunday after ^rikiff. 
FsALM CXLVL 

This 18 a pfalm of praife. ft begins and ends with* 
Hallelujah. Every word tends to lead us fo to tralfr 
in God, as to findrealbh<to bvehim^ and to praife- 
him. To this end we are required to put no truft in^ 
any man or thing, which may draw away oar hearts, 
from God, hoc in every diffi:rtlty to refi^ entirely 
apon God as our loving Father in Jefos with perfed^ 
confidence, and then we- (hall . always find in him. 
matter of graife. Several inilances are here given 
of his faving his people in their greateft diftreflest 
Front whence we are encouraged to depend: apon his 
all-fufficiency, his troth, and hi» mercy, and we*' 
ihali experience the fiime falvation*. O. for a. heart 
to thank the Lord according to the fpirit of this, 
hymn. It caUa for much thankful nefs. May we 
mix fkith with it, and fing rejoicing : So that oar 
Cod may be.exalted^ and our fouls comforted.. 

r. 

pR AISE the Lord : Praife him, O'my iaul^ 
'*• m. praife God while 1 live,. 
While I have beings to aiy. God. 
in pfalms I'll praifes give. 

n. 

Truft not in worldly princes them 

tho* theyv abound in wealthy, 
Nor in the fons of mortal tntn 

in whon^ there is ixo. health*. 

in; For^ 



[ S59 1 

III. 

For when* their breath from ihem depart* 

• to earth anon they falU 
And then the counfels of their hearts, 
decay and perifh alL 



FSALM* CXLVIv 

h 

r\ HAPPY is that man and bleffi 
^^ ' whom Jacob's God doth aid, 
Whofe-hope upon the Lord doth reft 
and on his God is ftay*^d. 

Who made the earth and higheft hcav*Ii8i, 

who made the fwelling deep ; 
And all that is within the fame^ 

who- truth doth ever keep* 

HI. 
Who righteous judgment execu^s^ 

for thofe oppreft that be, 
Who to the hungry giveth Food^ 

God fcts the prisoners free; 

IV. ^ , 

The Lord fhaH reign for evewnorc,, 

thy God, O Sion, he 
Shall reign' from age to age- alone :: 

praifc to the Lord give ye. 



AFT 
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AFTERNOON. 
Psalm CXLVII. 

feere the pfalmift fUll fings the paifiss of God ibr Us 
great love to, and care over h» church. He is very 
particular in his de(cription», fetting forth the per- 
fe^ions of God^ which are diiplayed in all his deal- 
ings with his people. May nis Spirit teach os die 
true fenfe of this hymn, and if he enable os to fee 
all the bleflings here mentioned oar own, then we 
fiiall fing it with gratefol hearts unto the praifc of 
our God.^ 

I. 

*pR AISE ye the Lord, for it is good 

^ unto our God CO iiAg) 
For it is pleafant, and to praife 
ia a molt comely thing. 

n. 

The Lord his own Jerufalem 

he buildeth up alone. 
And the difpers'd of Ifrael 

doth gather into one. 

nit 

He heals the broken in their hearty 

their wounds up doth he bind, 
He counts the number of the ftars^ 

and names them in their kind. 

IV. 
In all of them who do him fear 

the Lord dath pleafure take. 
In thofc that to his mercy do. 

by hope themfelvcs betake* 
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P s A L M %;3CL Vlt* 

r\ PRAISE the Lwd; Jtrufalemr 
^^ thy God,. O Sion, praife. 
For he the bars hath, forged ftrong 
wherewkk chy gates he ftays. 

If. 
Thy children in thee he hath bleft, 

and in thy borders he 
Doth fettle peace, and with the flour 

of fineft wheat, fills thee. 

, ^ III. 
^. The doftrine of his holy word 
' to Jacob he doth Ihow, 
His ftatutes and his judgments he- 
gives Ifrael to know. 

IV. 

With any nation he hath not 
fo dealt, nor have they known^ 

His holy judgments, therefore praifc>. 
praife ye the Lord alone.. 



I^SALJf 



FsALM CXLVIIL 

ThisTi a fong of praife. A hallelujah pfiilm— much the 
fame as the laft— only the chorus is fuller: In it may 
we all bear a part. The prophet would have the 
univerfe to join in~ thankigiving to our incarnate 
God. He calls upon the angels, and the heavenly - 
hofty then upon fun, moon, and ilars, upon every 
animate and inanimate being,, and then fills up the - 
concert with the fons of men of every age^ con- 
dition, and fex, requeuing them to celebrate the 
praifes of our Lord and king^. May all this congre- 
gation now make melody in their hearts unto the 
Lord* May we iing to day in fome meafure as we 
hope to iing our everlafting hymn* 

I- 

/^ IVE laud unto the Lord 
^^ From heav'n that is fo high> 
Praife him in deed and word 
Above the ftarry fky^ 

And alfo ye 

His angels alt 

Armies royal, 

Praife joyfully., 

II. 
Praife him both fun and moon^ 
which are fo clear and bright,. 
The fame of you be done 
ye glittring Itars of light y 

And you no lefs 

ye heav'ns moft fair,- 
. Clouds of the air 

his laud exgrefs^ 
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in. 

For at his word they were 
all formed as we fee, 
At his voice did appear 
all things, in their degree. 

And all ihall h(t 

from changes free ; 

His firm decree 

ftands ever fad. 

IV. 
Extoll and praifc God^s name, 
on earth ye dragons fell. 
All deeps do ye the fame, 
for it becomes ye well : 

The fame do ye 

fire, hail, ice, fnow^ 

And ftorms that blow 

at his decree. 

AFTERNOON^ 

PSAtM CXLVIII. 

^TpHE hills and nwuntains all, * 
-^ and trees that fruitful are> 
The cedars great and tall, 
his worthy praife declare j 

fieafts and cattle, 

yea birds of wing. 

And worms creeping, 

that oa earth dwclL. 
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An kings both great and finally 
with all their pompous train. 
Princes and judges alU 
that in the world remain. 

Exalt his name 

young men and maids,. 

Old men and babea 

do ye the fame. 

ra. 

For his name fiigU we prove- 
to be mod excellent i . 
Whofe praife is far above 
die earth and firmament^ 

For fure he fhall- 

exalt with blifs 

The horn of his 

and help them alL 

IV. 
His faints all ffaall forth telty> 

his praife and worthinefs. 
The fons of Ifrael 

his worthy name (hall blefs,* 
O therefore raife 
your grateful voice. 
And ftill rejoice 
the Lord to praife,^ 



Twe^tty- 
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iwtnty fifth Sunday after V^rinity. 

P3ALM CXUX. 

f 

Several of the pfaims before this have treated of the* 
praiies of God- In the cbarch's triumph of praife^ 
this pfalm follows the reft iq order, as completing 
the iubjefl : .For here we have the great vi^ory of 
the church over all her enemies celebrated* which is 
begun here by fiith> and will be compktfd when 
the faints (hall }ttdge th^ world. Then they (hall be 
one with their jj;lori£ed bead. for ever, and tben this 
pfalm (hall have its eternal accomplilhment* Thev- 
fliall triumph in their king fmmanUel, and throughf 
him in his Falher and their Fiuher bjf the gmce of 
the holy Spirit. TJter^ i|:5|j^hmg c^i^l^ tf P this» 
except what is faid of their rejoicing in their beds^. 
which is literally tranflated, when they rife from their 
beds, viz. now from lying afleep in the grave of /in, and*^ 
hereafter frojn lyifig ajueeji in tht grave of death* 
All the church has its (hare in the nrft refurre6Uon». 
and every member of it may iingthis fong with glad« 
aefs of heart,, expe^ng the buffings of .the fecond 
refurre^tion. BleiTed be the (bvereign grace wKich^ 
awakens the dead afleep anjfin. O idiatpraifes are 
doe for this mi racle of love*. A nd what a moft ha^y 
profpe£t does it op^n^ to *u^ .of • e(^dle(s prjufe, Viicf 
we fing with this fhith, and wi^ a.hope*foll of glor/ 
and immortality^ 

. . " I. • 

pRADSE yc the Lord : w^ Wm liBg; 
•*" a new f9ng, and fei$ pra^fe 
In the afTembly of his faints, 
ia fwtet pfaims do ye raile. 
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n. 

Let Ifr'cl in his creators 

rejoice, and praifes fing : 
Let all who Sion's children are 

be joyful in their king. 

III. 
Let them found praife with inftruments 

unto his holy name. 
And with their choic%eft melody 

iing praifes to the fame: 

IV. 
For God doth pleafure take in thofe 

who his own people be. 
And he with his great fatvation 

the meek will beautify. 



Psalm CXLIX. 

I. 

A ND in his glory excellent 
^^ let all his faints rejoice. 
Let them wlien they rife from their graves 
aloud life up their voice. 

ir. 

And in their mouth let them exalt 

the high praife of the Lord, 
And let them have in their right hand 

the Spirit** two cdg*d fword, 

\\\l. To 



{ 367 ] 

in. 

To execute the vengeance due 

upon the heathen all, 
And make deferved puniihmeht 

upon the people fall : 

IV. 
And ev'n with chains, as prisoners, bind 

their kings that them command, 
Yea, and with iron fetters ftrong 

the nobles of the land ; 

V- 

On them the judgment to perform 

found written in his word : 
This honor is jto all his faints ; 

O therefore praife the Lord. 



AFTERNOON. 
Psalm CL. 

The prophet here continues the fahjeft of praife. It is 
hisxoncloding hymn, and lie finiflies with calling for 
more praife to God. He repeats his (;alls no lefs 
than thirteen times in thefe few verfes. Let as praife 
ever (b often, ever (6 well, he would have us to try to 
do it more, and to do it better : And (till though we 
have failed (and we fliall fail for ever) yet to take up 
frefli praifes in our mouths, never wearied of this 
blefled emjployment upon earth : for ic will be our 
holy employment and fweeteft happinefs in hea- 
ven. Though #e have gOne throligh the pfalms and 
are finiihing to day, yet the prophet would have us 
'to pray for an higher note of praife. than nk« t^Vrt 
iang in. O BiAy we have fome oC ^€\\ %v^tvv« 
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4unofig whom not only everything that breadies, l>it 
4d(b everv breath praiieth the Lord. May God 
the holv Ghoft fill our hearts with gratitude, and hel]^ 
<Q9 to nng with heai^nly joy and gladnefs unto the 
Xiord onr God* 

L 

"DRAISE ye the Lord;: Gods praife withia 

^ His fan^oary fee ye raifc. 

And to him in the firmament 

Of his great pow'r afcribe ye pra'^ 

«• 

Becaufe of all his mighty ads 

With praife try him to magnify : 

O prai^fe him according as he 

£xce]ls in glorious majefty^ 

HI. 

Let all who vital breath enjoy^ 

The breath he does to them afford^ 

In juft returns of praife employ : 

Let ev'ry creature praife the Lord. 

IV. 
To Father, Son^ and holy Ghoii:, 
The God whom ^arth, and heav*ii adore^ 
Be glory as it was of old, 
1$ now, and ihall be evermore. 



N 



FINIS 



~ 1. ■* ■ 






■« t 

■J . 

i . - 



i 



i" 1 



THB NEW YORK PUBUG UBRARY 
RBFBKBNGB DBPARTMBNT 



rUs book is mmdmr no eiroomsteneos to bo 
tofcoa from tbo Boililiii^ 




